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powers and duties of County Superintendents; and with this 
supplied link begins a. period of the most marked and rapid 
progress that our schools have ever enjoyed. System, order, 
organization with all the improvement that these imply have 
appeared in the schools, and taken the place of chaos, disorder, 
frauds and peculation. And the promptness and certainty 
with which directions and instructions of the State Superin- 
tendent aud the State Board of Education are executed have 
secured an almost equal progress in all our counties, and have 
given us à State system indeed as well asin name. If in any 
counties these gratifying results have not been secured in as 
fall measure as they should have been, the fault is most gener- 
ally to be found with Boards of Supervisors, who have failed to 
appreciate the extent, value and importance of the work of 
County Superintendents, and have been guided by mistaken 
ideas of economy in fixing salaries. No investment by the 
county can bring greater returns, both in money and the effi- 
ciency and success of her enterprises, than an adequate salary 
paid to County Superintendents. 

2. I can suggest but few important changes in the school 
law that would render it more effective in its operation. 

2:, It would be well for the law to direct specifically what 
disposition shall be made of the surplus fund arising from the 
collection of examination fees, that remains in the hands ofSu- 
perintendents after defraying the expenses of the institutes, 

2°, J favor striking out all that part of the law relating to 

‘separate school districts. It may be fair and right to give 
wealthy and densely populated communities the advantage of 
all they pay in taxes to the school fund, but it works a hard- 
ship upon poor and sparsely populated communities in every 
county where there is a separate school district. The people 
in our larger towns are not dependent on the public schools. 
They are able to maintain private schools, and would have 
them, if this advantage over the poor and dependent people of 
the country was not given to them. The majority of the coun- 
try people are entirely dependent on the puplic schools for the 
education of their children ; and charity, if no other considera- 
tion, should lead us to give them an equal proportion of the 
school fund, 


= 
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23, I suggest that the law be so amended that teachers shall 
swear and not certify to the correctness of their reports. The 
inducements to swell their reports are just as great now as they 
ever have been. 

2. Speculation in teachers warrants is a business that bas 
done and is doing our school system incalculable harm. Some 
means should be devised for erushing out this business. If 
teachers’ warrants can be made a legal tender for all dues in 
the counties in which they are issued, it would be well to 
make them so. If this cannot be done, I suggest that the 
law be so amended that the school term in any county shall 
not exceed four months until money enough accumulates in 
the treasury to cash the warrants at the end of each month. 

2». Ifthe jaw was so amended as to give Superintendents 
uniform salaries, in proportion to the school fund of their re- 
spective counties, and large enough to justify them in giving all 
or nearly all of their time to the work of the office, the school 
system could be greatly improved thereby; and the fund could 
be disbursed much more ecouomically. A very small part of 
the money, that could thus besaved would pay the Superinten- 
dents good salaries. 

8. The present system of public schools is rapidly- gaining 
in public favor in this county. The only opposition that we 
havecomes from a few demagogues, warrant speculators and 
their sympathizers. In many parts of our county there is a 
great and increasing interest in the public school system as now 
managed. Trained and educated teachers are in demand aud 
their salaries are handsomely supplemented, 

4. Our old teacliers have greatly improved in their qualifica- 
tions and efficiency; and the new teachers are far superior to 
those whom they have supplanted. There is now an in- 
terest and an enthusiasm among teachers in this county that 
has never been seen here before. They are spending their 
spare time in reading, studying and attending training schools. 

5. The boundaries of our school districts are defined by sec- 
tion lines and water-courses, 

6. Maps have been prepared showing the boundaries of all 
our school ‘districts. 

T. Four new school districts were established by our county* 
School boerd in August of this year, by cutting territory from 
surrounding districts, This gives us all the listricts we need. 
A school house is accessible to every child in the county. 

8. Thirty-two of our county schools will require more than 
one teacher. 

9. A desk is furnished, in the treasurer’s office, at Houston, 
in which to file and preserve the papers of my office. 

10. The present system of examinations has stimulated all 
teachers to a greater effort to prepare and qualify themselves 
for their work, and has made them more efficient. But while 
this is true, there are some objections to it which appear to be 
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reasonable and well founded. The teachers do not complain 
that the examinations are too rigid, but all complain that they 
are too long and tedious, and that the physical labor and men- 
tal strain are too great to be continued for so long a time 
without rest or recreation, My observation convinces me that. 
this complaint is well founded. I have seen both men and 
women completely exhausted after undergoing the ordeal of 
an examination ; and I have known ladies to be thrown into 
a nervous fever that kept thcm confined to their rooms for 
several weeks. 

The following from J. S. Dickey, in the Progressive Teach- 
er, is applicable on this point: **Concerning this objection, 
teachers are perhaps justifiable in their complaints; but -Mr. 
Preston, we are sure, does not intend to put any unnecessary 
burden upon us. Under the old law examinations were a farce. 
Now they are a reality. While Mr. Preston and the Board of 
Education are not to be led about by the complaints of sore- 
heads and fossils, they are always ready todearü anything to 
promote the interest of the cause they serve. The length of 
the examinations so far has been an experiment. We may ex- 
pect a change in this and everything else that is really a hind- 
rance to the successful operation of the new law.” 

11. Our Institutes have been well attended, except by a few 
anti-progressionists, who are already crowced out of the pro- 
fession in this county, by their more active and progressive 
brethren. - ‘ 

We have three Institute Districts in the county: the Houston 
district, E. A. Smith, manager; the Buena Vista district, L. 
T. Dickey, manager; and the Okoiona district, B. H. Magru- 
der, succeeded by J. S5. Long, manager. The discussions in 
the Institutes have been most interesting and valuable. Teach- 
ers have been greatly benefited and improved by them. 

Many schools in the county have, perhaps, been improved 
and elevated by visits from the Superintendent; but the great- 
est good that has resulted in this county from these visits is 
the complete breaking up and destroying of the business of 
warrant bloaters. : 

12. The majority of our school houses for white children 
and many lor negro children, are in fairly good condition. We 
have forty-six frame buildings, and thirty-six, log houses. 
Some of our schools use more than one building. All are 
provided with blackboards and twenty five are provided with 
desks. a 

13. I do not think it at all ativisable to empower the Super- 
visors and County School Board to appropriate any part of the 
school fund to building sehool houses. 

14. I think our enumeration—the basis for State distribution 
— too low. “The teachers reported more than the enumeration, 
and many of them have acknowledged that they overlooked 
pupils in their districts. 
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15. I would not oppose a change in the law allowing trustees 
to open schools at any time during the year. Under sach a law 
we could have no systematic arrangement of anv part of the 
school business. In fact, such a change would knock all the 
system out of the whole system. 

Weare satisfied with the orrangemb 
county, and do no» want any change 
ticalar. 

16. We have no 16th sections. 

17. Unless our teachers are able to hold their warrants for a 
time, all for the winter term mnst be sold ata discount. 

18. A school that is not taught through to the close of the 
term, without saspension, is almost worthless. Continuous 
sessions should always be enforced. 


nt of the districts in our 
in thelaw in this par- 


à CHOCTAW COUNTY. 


" 8. B. DOBBS, SUPERINTENDENT. 


1st. I find the present system to be much better than the old. 
There is more accuracy and order in running the scelhigois now 
than formerly. The schools can be run much cheaper than 
under the old system. Superintendents can now regulate 
salaries of teachers to correspond with the available school 
funds. In one instance 1n this county, under the old law, T 
paid one school $128.10 for one month. This year I rau the 
same school with the same teachers the entire term of four 
months for $183.60. Under the old system it eost about 
$6,500 to run the schools two months; the entire term of four 
months this year has cost about $7,500, 
2d. I think the schoo! law would be more effective in its 
operation if the law limiting the tax to fifteen mills for all pur- 
poses be repealed so that the supervisors can levy more tax for 
school purposes, It would also be advisable to double the poll 
tax, as with the amount of school funds we have we can not run 
our publie schools four months and. pay our teachers living 
wages. I also think thelaw should specify that each child be 
confined to its own school district, 
dd. Public sentiment isin favor of the present system in this 
county. * 
4th. There is some improvement in the teachers of this 
county. Some have attended schools while otners have studied 
diligently, preparing for examination and Institutes. The new 
school law left out the driftwood of the profession, and is fast 
supplying us with energetic and wide-awake teachers. 
5th. The county school board defined the boundaries of dis- 
tricts by giving the sections that composed each district. 
6th. L have not prepared maps showing sections embraced 
in each district, but cach member of the Board af Education 
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has a map of his beat, showing sections comprising each district 
and location of school, 

Tth. The Beard established three new districts at its last 
meeting, which I think will be sufficient. ; i 

8th. There will be eight or ten county schools that will need 
assistant teachers. 

9th. Ihave an office supplied with one desk, 

10th. Most of the teachers oppose the present system of 
examination, but all admit thatit will make our teachers more 
efficient. It has raised the standard of education. and will cause 
teachers to make the profession a business. 

Lith. The Institutes have been interesting aud instructive. 
I taink it one of the grandest features-of the new school law. 
Some teachers do not take the interest they should, but it is 
proving to be a good thing, as the discussions of those interested 
are stimulating. I have buttwo institute districts—one white 
and one colored ; J. D. Perkins, manager of white; E. ©. Cole, 
manager of colored. I think it necessary for the Superintend- 
ent to visit schools. There can not be much accomplished by 
a short visit, but itis a stimulus to both teacher and pupils. 

12th. We have thirty-two framed houses, and twenty-four 
log houses. Very few are supplied with desks, black-boards, 
ete Most of the country school houses are poor structures 
with no supplies whatever. 

18th. There will be no fund in this county above what is 
required to run the schools four months. The Supervisors will 
not levy but three mills for school purposes, which gives us, 
in all, only about $6,000 school fund ; and with sixty schools 
in the county, the Superintendent positively cannot pay the 
teachers a reasonable salary and run the schools four months. 
We are requiring our teachers to be first-class, and giving them 
very poor pay for their services, and thev eannot live on so 
small a sum as our sehool fund will be next year. 

14th. I do not consider the enumeration of this county cor- 
rect. My teachers failed to get a correct erumeration. 

15th. I do not approve a change allowing the trustees to 
open the school at any time of the year, as under the present 
system every one has an equal chance. Neither would I 
approve a change making nine square miles a district. We 
have as many schools as it is possible for us to support, and 
with twelve square miles to the district, none debarred from 
school privileges. 

16th. With the exception of a few townships we have no 
sixteenth section fund. 

47th, Third and fourth months school warrants must be sold 
at a discount. 

18th. I approved of a continuous session. Otherwise the 
public schools will avail but little, 
^ I have given as complete answers as possible. 
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CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 


WM. H. KER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I nave the honor to submit to you the following narrative 
report in response to your circular of questions : 

1. Under the new law, there is decided improvementin the 
working of the public school system in this couuty, although: 
there is a good deal of chafing ou the part of teachers aud 
others against the introduction of rigid examinations, and of 
system in the management of school affairs. 

2. It might be well to amend section 34 by adding a provis- 
ion that first-grade teachers who make 2 general average of 
ninety percent shall beentitled toa county license, good for 
three years, and that second-grade teachers might secure a 
county license good for two years, by making the same or 
higher average. This would probably allay opposition to an- 
nual examinations, but teachers ought to pay into the institute 
fund 50cts ior each year that their licenses are good for. 

Section 38 ought, I think, to be amended so as to clearly give 
to the County Superintendent the appointment of the members 
of the school board, subject to the approval of the board of su- 
pervisors. 

Section 39 ought to specify that the County Superintendent 
may call a meeting of the county school board whenever a ne- 
nessity therefor arises. 

Section 40 ought to be so amended as to enlarge the powers 
of the sehool board, giving them control of all school property 
and authority to have schoo: houses built and vepaired. Also 
giving them and the County Superintendent, jointly, authority 
to regulate the salaries of teachers. The members of the board 
ought to receive compensation enough to at least pay their ne- 
cessary expeuses while performing actual services. 

I would leave section 41 just asit is. 

Section 45 ought to be amended by inserting such a proviso 
after the first seutenve as would clearly give the privilege of at- 
tending such school only to those children that are unable, on 
account of distance, to attend a county school; otherwise the 
county would pay their tuition twice. The latter part of the 
same section would seem to authorize pupils belonging to one 
school district, to attend at will the school in any other district 
in the county, and I would suggest that, to prevent any such 
disastrous interp:etation, said section be amended by striking 
out all after “district,” in the next to the last line, and insert- 
ing the following: “except by special consent cf the County 
Superintendent.” 

3. The opposition to the system of our public schools is de- 
eidedly on the wane, and interest is taking the place of indif- 
ference, 

4. Thereis decided improvement in the qualifications and 
efficiency of teachers. 
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5. Owing to my illness at the time, the county school board 
failed to define the boundaries of our school districts, but 
teachers and patrons have a pretty correct idea of the extent 
and limits of school districts, 

6. I have not. Is it required, and, if so, where ? 

7. We establish naw schools only when necessity therefor is 
shown, but there is a great deal of territory in the county that 
is not embraced in the school districts as defined in section 41. 

8, Twelve county schools will require more than one teacher. 

9. Not to a sufficient extent. I would suggest that some pro- 
vision be made for destroying contracts, reports, etc., two years 
old or more. 

10. Teachers are dissatisfied, but their efficiency is certainly 
increased by the necessity for keeping their minds bright and 
active in order to pass the examinations. Instanees have come 
under my observation in which teachers, who held first or 
second grade licenses last year (1886-7), have secured only 
second or third grade licenses this year, and the causes there- 
for are clearly traceable to **rustiness" of mental faculties. 


11. The effects of institutes and of the Superintendents visit- 
ing the schools are decidedly beneficial. 

12. The condition of school«houses, in most cases, is deplor- 
able: In twelve cases, the schools are held in church buildings, 
some of them being very uncomfortable and all of them unsuit- 
able. There are twenty-two log houses. most of them unfit for 
school purposes and without seats, other than the rudest 
benches, and with no school appliances whatever except the 
poorest sort of blackboards. In ten vases the schools are 
taught in rooms or cabins owned by individuals. Two school 
houses are to be built by the time the summer term opens. The 
remaining eighteen school houses are frame and in pretty fair 
condition, with desks and seats, five of them having been 
built, wholly orin part, by the county within the past year. 

13. Ido not. I think it would be a better plan to order the 
Boards of Supervisors to levy a special tax of one (1) mill, for 
the purpose of gradually building necessary schoo] houses and 
furnishing'them with necessary appliances. 

14. I think it very nearly correct, judging from the enumer- 
ation made by teachers, which does not, as shown in my an- 
swer to “7,” embrace all of the county . 

15. I would not. 

17. None. All warrants paid in cash on demand. Our 
school term has always been five months, and last year (1886-7) 
it was six months. 


18. Sessions should be continuous, by all.means. 

In closing, I would call your attention to irregularity in our 
“State Distribution." Last year (1886-7,) our county received 
$4,323.98; this year, only $2,832.24. 


Li 


2 


108 SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION, : 
CLARKE COUNTY. 


WM. D. NORTHRUP, SUPERINTENDENT, 


. We adopted books February, 1886, viz: Websters spellers 
and dictionary, Swinton's, primmer and word book, geography, 
Appleton's arithmetiz, Robbinsons English grammar, Harvey's 
two book system, United States History, Swinton's philoso- 
phy, Steel’s fourteen weeks, Philosophy, Steel’s fourteen weeks, 

9d. Question—Two white, one colored. | 

4th. Question—We had maps and located by section lines. 

5th. Questivn— Each member has a map. Į bave none on 
file. 

6th. Question —It will not, as we located all the schools ne- 
Gessary or required. . l 

Tth. Question—About one-third. 

Oth. Question—W. H., Magruder and lady at Shubuta. 
They had about 80 points. W. T. McGee, Misses Estis and 
Campbell, Enterprise. They bad 80 or 90. Mrs. U, L. Baily, 
Quitman, had from 30 to 35. 

8th. Question —My schools are doing well; there is quite an 
improvement. both in white and colored schools, due to some 
extent to the oversights and visits of County Superintendent. 
I sometimes spend a half day in schools, and observe every- 
thing that is being done. Correct such things things that re- 
quire it. I lecture each schoo], My object is stimulate both 
teacher and pupil. We have very poor houses to teach in; 
furniture very secant. I think it would be well for the State 
to provide a fund for school houses, The people are so very 
indifferent—don't eare so the children are in a hut of some 
sort. 

10th. Question—I have a good office, nicely furnished. 

There is quite an improvement, among the teachers, due to 
the instituting and rigid exercise. They are getting down to 
their study. f 

Dear Sre: I was sure I had answered all the questions. I 
overlooked the paper when I put them up. I find it in my desk. 
. Two white. 

One colored. 

By T. & R. Sims. 
The board has. 

It will not. 

$ white. & colored. 
Our school buildings are mostly huts, poorly furnished. 
Many white schools have not half enongh books. Colored 
schools are better furnished. I find all the adopted hooks in 
the colored schools. Many white parents eannot be induced 
io purchase books. I have an excellect corps of teachers. 
They are doing good work. The supervision by superinten- 
dents adds much to the interest and progress of the catidren. 
Teachers are putting in good time and work. The institutes 
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are stimulating the teachers and cause them to improve them- 
selves. 
10. I have a good office in the C. H., well furnished. 


CLAY COUNTY. 


T. B. DALTON, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I forwarded my annual report yesterday, and now proceed to 
answer the inquiries embraced in your cireular which was re- 
ceived this morning: 

1l. The public school gystem is working wellin this county. 

2. Making provision for adoption of text books for each 
county and making it compulsory that they beused in the pub- 
lie schools. Teachers should be compelled to make affidayit to 
their monthly reports; otherwise there ean be no punishment 
for frauds committed by them. 

8. With few exceptions, public sentiment in this county is 
favorable to the public school system—by those who have no 
children. 

4. There has been à decided improvement in the efficiency 
of the teachers. 

5. The County School Board defined the districts, where prac- 
ticable, by section tines, but in a great many cases by water- 
courses, 

6. I have complete maps of the county. 

7. It will be necessary in only a few cases to increase the 
number of school distiicts in the county to afford ample facil- 
ities to all. 

8. Eighteen of the schools of the county require more than 
one teacher, some as many as three, 

9. I am furnished with a good office and desks sufficient to 
file and preserve the books and papers of the office. 

10. The effect of the present system of examinations has been 
to place much better qualified teachers in charge of the schools 
of the country and getting rid of a number of inefficient ones. 

11. The Institutes have been beneficial to the teachers, and 
the visitations of the Superintendent prove of incalculable ben- 
efit, for by them many irregularities have been corrected in the 
conduct of the schools, Have had three Institute Districts. 
Managers, J. G. Wooten, W. A. Belk and J. W. Harris. Shall 
have only one hereafter. 

12. The condition of the school houses, asa rule,is wretched. 
In some cases there are good houses. About one half 
are frame, and the other log. Most of the houses are supplied 
with inferior black-boards, and a few only with desks. Usnaily 
have good fire-places or stoves. 


13. I do not think it advisable to empower the Supervisors 
and County School Board to appropriate any part of the school 
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tax collected for teachers’ fund, to the building or repair of 
school houses, for in that event every neighborhood would de- 
pend upon the county for its school house, and fail io provide 
for any themselves, and by that means fail to receive any ben- 
efit of the publieschool. Iam well convinced that the Board 
of Supervisors should be empowered to levy a tax for the pur- 
pose of purchasing material to build public school houses. 

14. I am of opinio: that the present enumeration is approx- 
imately correct. It does not at all compare with that made by 
teachers, so many of them being incompetent to enumerate 
their districts with any degree ofaceuraey. This duty might, 
with benefit, be devolved upon the trustees. 

15. Idonot think it best to allow trnstees to open the 
schools at any time during the year, but give a reasonable mar- 
gin; say, as now provided, one month, (November is best.) 
Am of opinion that the change to nine square miles for a dis- 
trict, and requiring fifty educable children in the district, pro- 
viding, however, a sound discretion is to be exercised in cases 
of impassable obstructions and sparsely settled districts, would 
be of advantage. ' 

16. We have scarcely anything to do with 16th sections, 
having only a few fractions within the limits of the county. 

17. Two months of the school warrants have to be discount- 
ed, owing to the times ot the distribution of the school fund. 

18. More value attaches to the provision for continuous ses- 
sions than any one feature o! the new law. 


TS 


COAHOMA COUNTY. 
N. W. LEA. SUPERINTENDENT. 


In reply to your request that I should furnish a narrative 
report on the following topies in the order presented, I herewith 
submit this brief reply: 

The workings of the publie school system in my county under 
the new law was at first attended with distrust, but with a 
more rigid examination followed proportional increase in the 
salaries of teachers of the better grade, which soon stimulated 
study and the inquiry for the best methods of Normal Schools 
aud Teachers’ Institutes. Teachers who are indifferent to pro- 
gress and improvement have been compelled to drop out and 
give their places to an advancing column of workers, who will 
soon be felt in the preparation of the youth of our country, for 
better places in our colleges and high schools. Warmth and 
zeal among all classes of eur teachers have proportionably stim- 
ulated the great mass of the people to trust their children to the 
public schools. So we may justly conclude that the adverse 
criticisms upon the new school Jaw had more espéciai reference 
to the little friction which attends the use of every new 
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machine ; and as much the fault of imperfect application as any 
real defect in the law. But slight changes will make it the best 
in any State, and for superior to the old law, and this brings us 
to the next topic, ‘changes to make more efficient." We doubt 
the propriety of much change. Ifthe county school board are 
required to furnish boundaries to school districts, the county 
Boards of Supervisors should furnish correct maps of sections 
and names of resident owners, so that metes and bounds could 
be easily established. To establish institutes in reach of all, in 
my county, will require more “managers” than can be paid for 
at present rate of compensation unless the fee is increased at 
least to $1.00. The law for licensing teachers, we think, could 
not be bettered by changing. 

The removal of the subject of English literature now having 
a technical application from our list of studies for first grade 
teachers was a great mistake and should he restored to its old 
place in qualifications for first grade teachers. It excited 
teachers and pupils and people to inquire into a knowledge of 
English authorship and its works, on a small seale, it is true, 
but it would have introduced to their notice that cream of rich 
thought now laid upon the shelf or reserved for the favored few, 
and the poor novel aud worthless sensational publications have 
filled the: place of this English authorship which has been long 
ago passed upon. The standard of requirement for union first 
grade teachers should be still further raised and the salary raised 
10 $75 per month for an average of 95. 

There should be four days set for examination for the river 
counties—two should be in October and two in November. 
There is some friction just here but we are not satisfied other 
changes would better the present law. However much asystem 
of rigid impartial examinations may he criticised through the 
State, it has prevailed in all branches of science and study for 
many centuries, and no better, nor so good, has yet been 
devised as a substitute, and we are disposed to the opinion that 
the strict compliance with that part of the law by all concerned 
will prove proportionally better for the course of education and 
for the people. 

We do not think that for some years any but annual certifi- 
cates should be issued. We think State certificates for five 
years are a delusion both to teachers and education. Our judg- 
ment is decided for annual certificates only and ‘‘those for the 
scholastic year in which they are issued.” Oft repeating famil- 
iarizes and spurs the will and tests the metal of our educators. 

We think some special legislation is required to restore ‘‘our” 
16th sections, to make them beneficial and recover this lost 
place in our county school fund. Could not our Jaw-makers 
estahlish a board of five intelligent, disinterested, honest men, 
with compensation of five dollars per diem for actual work at 
stated days in the year, and the right ta consult and pay for the 
best legal advice and once for all put our 16th sections where 
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they can be kept alive and a constant source of income to our 
schools? We are oppose to a division of school term as long as 
we have only five months. It is not a good law to have it 
optional with the Board of Supervisors as to whether they shall 
levy **more than three mills" school tax. Enough money ought 
to be raised to pay the contracts off, or the number of schools 
reduced, not the number of months. Less than five months is . 
a poor investment. To those of our people who have given it 
any thought we think the schoollaw has given satisfaction an 
they will continue to like it better. It has greatly stimulated 
the work of our teachers and the more earnest ones have taken 
altogether a different step. For this alone the new law has paid 
for itself. More money and time have been given to Normal 
Schools and Institute work in one year than in three before. 

My county school board only limited and characterized a 
school district by the location of its school-house, attaching the 
required territory thereto, but with no special metes and bounds; 
thought it impossible in our jungles without an efficient and 
recent county map. Every neighborhood which has the requi- 
site educable children has its school and all that have applied 
„have been granted the schoél and that is all the law contem- 
plates or could be done under any law. 

About ten or twelve country schools require more than one 
teacher; their stutus sometimes changing. The office in this 
eounty so far, for the current year, has been furnished at the 
expense of the County Superintendent, the Board not yet 
having decided whether they will bear the expense or not. 
Additiunal space is needed to file accumulating records, but we 
think our Board will make the required additions. As already 
stated there is some little friction in the present system of ex- 
penditures but we fear any changes. 

The use of State Superintendents’ Institute outlines, so care- 
fully and well prepared, are invaluable to our teachers, and if 
fully worked up and mastered, would sweep away all this com 
plaint about unnecessarily rigid examinations, but wedo not 
believe in the policy of State certificates unless they are issued 
annually or biennially. 

We think the County Superintendent is required to attend too 
many institutes each month, unless his compensation was higher, 
and roads in some counties, we know, blazed out, and a ferry 
boat with more than cne bottom kept in sight at dismal cross- 
ings! 

We have seven Institute Districts—Lula, white; Jonestown, 
colored and white; Lyon, white ; Clarksdale, colored; Dublin, 
white ; Sheriff Ridge, colored. Our teachers have not yet begun 
their work in some districts, and so we have not been abie to 
complete our list of managers, first Monday of December being 
first day of public schools. 

The condition of many school-houses is good and comfortable ; 
others, pitiable in the extreme. This last is true of both races; 
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if anything, the colored people have the best average school- 
houses. Three-fourths of the houses are frame, the balance log. 
Many are provided with comfortable desks and good black- 
boards, others are very poorly furnished. 

Wherever the school sites have been deeded to the county, 
our supervisors should keep in comfortable repair our school- 
rooms. Thisis the only dependence of the poor of both races, 
but we do not believe in the four-months term. 

Our enumeration for basis of State distribution is as near cor- 
rect as we could make it, but we know it is below the actual ` 
number of educable children, but we went as far as our figures 
would permit. ` 

The public schools in the river districts sliould all open at the 
same time, and sessions be continuous. When taught in vaca- 
tion, they are a fruitful source of fraud and complaint. We 
suppose nine square miles where the legal number of ehildren 
were to be had would be best. 

We have already expressed our opinion upon that zero factor’ 
in the school fund, our 16th sections. 

The 17th topic is past my knowledge or finding out. . The 
Superiniendent knows, from experience, that his warrants for 
salary allowed can’t always ride outa discount of less than ten 
per cené, -Of continuous sessions, we are an earnest advocate. To 
cut half a loaf ixto two pieces makes a poor supper aud a starv- | 
ing breakfast. Better teach five continuous months and take 
the chances ou the balance of the year. The change of our 
books once in five years is often enough. A well selected . 
course need never be entirely given up, and the book upon any 
one branch of study can be easily done away with when useless, 
or a later and better work can be found. We are utterly 
opposed. to State uniformity. It panders to monopoly, does not 
cheapen, and shuts the gate to the introduction of better author- 
ships or more enlightened scholarship. ; 

ur present law on adoption of books could not be improved. 
At the expense of our modesty, we would suggest that some law 
ought to be enaeted so that Superintendents shall be enabled to 
secure their salaries when due, and whieh is to govern the 
Treasurer in taking the same. 


COPIAH COUNTY. 
D. 8. BUROH, SUPERINTENDENT, 


Replying to your circular of recent date, asking for further ` 
information than that contained in my annual report, I submit 
the following, upon the various topics, upon which information 
is desired : 

1. Nothing has transpired to mar the smooth, even work of 
the school system during the year. A more intimate acquaint- 
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ance among the teachers, growing out of our present system of 
examination and Teacher's Institutes, has brought about a more 
uniform system of school work and this has developed into 
good. work and a better feeling among all classes. 

2. I favor the following changes in the school law: Ist. To 
have Teachers’ Institutes 4 or 5 days consecutively during the 
early part of the term. My reason for this is, ist. Teachers 
would then go to their work with the enthusiasm and prepara- 
tion obtained by their attendance. 2d. Another reason is this, 
teachers have only one day for other business, and if that, Satur- 
day, is taken from them, we over-tax them A. teacher’s en- 
thusiasm and patience is about equal other men’s. 

3. The public school system is gradually growing in favor 
among the people. School taxes are as willingly paid as any 
other taxes. 

4. An improvement is observable in the qualifications of 
the teachers and the interest in their school work. This they 
all admit. i 

5. As few changes as possible were made in location of schools. 
Boundaries of the school districts are not defined. Distance 
between schools of same race, generally not Jess than 4 miles. 

6. We have no map showing the boundaries, but we have a 
map showing section, township,and range of each school in the 
county. 

7. It will zot be necessary to increase the number of school 
districts for some time. 

8. Four white schools and six colored schools will need assis- 
tants. 

9. The only office I have is the room used by the Board of 
Supervisors and the Grand Jury, when in session. I have an 
inferior desk, but have kept all papers, thus far, on file in it. 

10. I think that the present system of examination has 
already shown itself to bea great stimulus to teachers for greater 
proficiency. n ` 

11. Institutes and visiting schools have done much to encour- 
age teachers, trustees and patrons. Our institutes, (except one 
in December last), were held at the close of the term. Mana- 
gers, R. E. A. Stuart, J. M. Girault and myself We had 
better attendance than when held on Saturday, Teachers 
generally want Saturday for other business, and a compulsory 
attendance af institutes fails to bring success. 

12. Our school-houses are about 50 per cent. better than they 
were two years ago. I gave notice to patrons and trustees that 
I would not permit a school to run during the winter term that 
had not a suitable house for comfort of pupils and teacher, We 
now have 54 frame and 7 log buildings for white schools, and 
89 frame and 18 log buildings for colored schools. Most of 
these frame buildings have glass windows, tolerable supply of 
desks, and blackboards. Other neighborhoods report that they 
are getting ready to build better houses. I insist upon black- 
boards and their use by teschers. i d 
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13. Ido not think it advisable. Because, ist. When the 
neighborhood build their house, they will be more apt to take 
care of it, 2d. If there iv-a surplus of funds, then I would 
advise, either to continue schools a longer time, or to pay our 
teachers better salaries. 

14. My report as to enumeration of educable children, was 
taken from the assessor's book of enumeration for 1885. It is 
supposed to be correct, (approximately.) 

Inasmuch as our school board did not define the boundaries 
of the districts, teachers have not made enumeration. I regu- 
late the atendance on registration by requiring parents to select 
the school of their choice and register at no other. 

15. I would approve such a change as to time of opening. 
Patrons and trustees can better decide as to time of opening 
than a school board or any other body. As to extent of school 
districts, I think 12 square miles small enough. This places our 
schools 3 or 4 miles apart. 

16. Nearly all the 16th sections of this county were sold 
. between 1850 and 1857. An investigation shows only two that 

can be reached. One was sold last year and the other will be 
whenever the ‘“‘resident heads of families” in that township shall 
have complied with the law. The proceeds of all those leased 
sections were loaned out, and the war coming on, nothing was 
done to collect the notes. Further effort may result in getting 
possession of some of this land. The notes and all accrued 
interest to date due the county would probably aggregate 
$70,000.00. - 

17. Weare now running our schools on a *'strietly cash” 
basis. No teachers warrants go on the market. We will be able 
to pay 5 months. : 

18. Iam decidedly in favor of continuous sessions. My ex- 
perience is that it requires nearly a month to get a school, (if 
a large one), into smooth, successful operation; and to make a 
break in so short a term as our free term is, works detriment 
to the system. a 

T have not written as fully on some of these points as I would 
like to do, but sufficientiy perhaps to explain my views on them. 


COVINGTON COUNTY. 


J. N. WALKER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Please append the following answers to vour last circular to 
my annual report, as I did not receive the circular until after 
said report was mailed to you: 

1. The public schools in this county work very well under 
the new system, better than I expected they would immediately 
after such radical changes by the school law. 

2, Changes to render the new law more effective could not, 
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I think, be now made, with any very great advantage, unless, 
perhaps, in a few respects, such as these: (1.) Thre Board of 
Education of each county should be.sworn; they should havea 
little compensation and mileage; there should be a penalty for 
non-attendance. I fear that without some such restraints or 
inducements, there is not enough patriotism in the average 
citizen to stimulate him to punctually and rightly attend tothe 
duties of school director. (2.) The existing school law fixes 
the Ist day of August absolutely as the only day of meeting of 
said Board. If by accident or otherwise it should fail to con- 
vene, there is really no other legal day for the location or es- 
tablishment of schools. The whole school system seems to 
hang upon the slender contingency of one day. Under the 
new law this body does not seem to have the right or privilege 
of a call meeting or of adjournment, 

3. Public sentiment cannot much be relied on, as there is 
still a wotul ignorance of many of the prominent features of the 
law. I have not been able, however, to discover anything par- 
ticularly adverse to the new law in public sentiment. 

4, Upon this point I can speak freely and emphatically, 
there is à very marked improvement in the qualifications and 
efficiency of teachers. 

5. The School Board defined the school districts, according 
to law, in squares or parallelograms. 

6. Maps for May, but not all. 

7. TheS. B, at it last meeting, found it necessary to add 12 
school districts. * 

8. Probably 4. . 

9. Ihave been so furnished. . 

10. The effeet of present system of examination has led to 
an increased diligence and general ‘‘brightening up.” Some 
pretty good, old-fashioned teachers have succumbed entirely, 
and quit the ranks. . 

11. Effect of institutes I cannot denominate by any term 
than that of charming, splendid! Have one colored district and 
three white, Managers, W. H. Dixon, Baily White, J. M. Ed- 
mondson, J. R. Moseley. 

12. Condition of sehool houses not very good, especially 
those for colored. Frame buildings number 12, log houses 
35. Most of them provided with desks, blackboards, etc. 

18. The Board of Supervisors from time immemorial al- 
most, in this county, have never levied a tax sufficient to run 
the schools four months. Ibope, under the new law they will 
so far understand their duty as to levy a sufficiency, or at least. 
more than formerly. I shall insist on this. 

14. lam certain that my enumeration is pretty correct, as 
if corresponds with that made by teachers very closely. 

15. I think the law, as it now siands, could not well be 
mended in this respect. The people will soon learn to acéom- 
modate themselves to a fixed time for the opening of schools; 
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and this will result in uniformity and method. If the whole 
matter of the time of school sessions should ever be relegated ^ 
to the trustees, solely, I think it would be an unfortunate 
mistake. t would have the effect of leading to much conten- 
tion and favoritism. The strong arm of the law, (as at pres- 
ent) in this very respect, has done more to promote peace and 
erush dissensidns among patrons, this year, than ever before, 

16. Sixteenth sections in this county are, I believe, all in 
good solvent condition, and work well. 

17. Iam glad to reply, few or none. I humbly claim to have 
secured the confidence of teachers, at least in this respect, so 
that 9-10 hold to their warrants; hence the Shylocks are 
somewhat discomfited, and wish that your unworthy appointee 
swab not.” : 

18. I think the plan of continuous sessions a good one. 
Nothing but a strong enforcement of this part of the law can 
secure permanence, stability to (hence confidence in) the public 
schools. Both teachers and patrons buve long needed some- 
thing like this. Nothing but extraordinarily bad weather or 
unavoidable happenings, amounting to a public calamity, 
should cause the suspension of the schools or stop them. 

Addenda-—I have thought that, possibly, improvement in 
examination might be made in two respects, viz: 

1. Only the answers to the arithmetical problems should be 
required. No living Superintendent has time, in one day, to 
examine all the figuring and torturous scrawling of hurried and 
careless calculators. Impossible, almost! 

2. The Superintendent should have the right of mixing oral 
examination with written upon certain questions which ‘appeal 
only to the memory. A mere tax upon the memory is not al- 
ways a test of scholarship. Particularly does this remark ap- 
ply to colored teachers, That race, you know, is gifted in 
memorizing—mimicry—rote ; but generally deficient.in the - 
thinking faculties. Such a test often places a real good pro- 
found scholar at a disadvantage. Some of the most philosophic 
minds I ever knew were deficient (from defective memory) 
in some minor details, such as names of rivers, dates, ete, 
They could not have compassed the curriculum of a learned 
Chinaman or Jewish Rabbi, whose chief literary glory consists 
in memorizing the Talmud or Confucius. 


De SOTO COUNTY. 
WM. HENRY JOHNSTON, SUPERINTENDENT. 


My annual financial and statistical report was sent you en 
the 30th day of September as the law requires. 

1. I find that the workings of the schools in this county 
under the present law, isa decided improvement on the old, 
both as regards expense and benefit to pupils. 
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2. I can suggestno change that I believe would be an improve- 
ment, but many of the patrons would prefer the term divided. 

8. The public school system, in fact any system of free schools, 
is not popular with the white people of this county. ` 

4. lcan discover a very great improvement in the teachers 
of the county. 

5. Lhave prepared two large maps of the county, 1$ in. to 
the mile. On one of these maps the white school districts are 
lined off by section lines, and water courses as boundaries, and’ 
on the other the colored school districts are laid off in the same 
way. Each district shows the sections and parts of sections 
embiaced, and all of this is placed ou record in the books kept 
for that purpose. 

7. Our school board at the last meeting, the Ist Monday in 
August, made seven new districts, 4 tor the colored and 3 for the 
whitec and I think now there will be but few if any changes to 
make hereafter, as the present districts are so arranged that 
everybody or nearly everybody will be satisfied. 

8. Ihave two schools that will require three or more teachers, 
95 that will need two or more and the balance, 47, one teacher. 

8. Tam furnished with good office and all the furniture neces- 
sary- 

9. I believe the present system of examination is doing 
much good in stimulating the teachers to better prepare them- 
selves for their duties, and it is only the lazy and indolent, and 
those who have no confidence in their ability who carp at it. 
find in my county it is working out the incompetent. 

10. I have three institute districts, and I think those insti- 
tutes, and the visits of the Superintendent are doing as much 
good for the schools as any other thing. 

11. Our school-houses are nearly all in bad condition, but I 
discover since the districting of the county, they are beginning 
to improve, and I believe, whenever it is felt that the districts 
are permanent we will have good houses. About one-third of 
our houses are frame, used for church and school both, the 
balance are log and all poorly provided with seats and furniture. 

12. I would not advise any of the funds now provided to go 
to building of houses, but would advise a special tax for that 
purpose. 

13. I believe the enumeration taken by the assessor, under a 
special law in 1886, is very near correct, 8,497, but we do not 
draw our money, from some cause, on this, but do on the very 
imperfect one made in 1885 which only gives us 7,712. The 
enumeration taken by the teachers this year is 7,991 and I am 
very well satisfied this is not enough by at least 1,000; it is very 
difficult to get the teachers to discharge this part of their duty, 
more especially the females. I have to send so many of them 
back to complete their work, that 1 got some pretty hard scold- 
ing. dA 
14. In counties where the schools are kept open but 4 months, 
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I believe it is much better to teach the 4 months consecutively, 
but where there are 5 months or more, I think it would be well 
to leave the opening and closing with the trustees. 

15. Last year a part of the 4th and all of the 5th was dis- 
counted when sold at all, at from 5 to 7 per cent. This year 
there will be none sold but all paid when drawn. 


m — Ó— 


GRENADA COUNTY. ` : 
R. T. PAYNE, SUPERINTENDENT. 

Replying to your request for narrative report, I herewith 
submit the following: 

The workings of the publie sehóol system in this county 
have been smooth and harmonious. 

I can recommend no change to make the law more effective 
in its operation. ` id - 

Public sentiment throughout this county is not favorable to 
the present system, The teachers of this county are unani- 
mously dissatisfied with the present system of annual exami- 
nations, and a general state of dissatisfaction with the present 
law has been dissèminated through them. 

My opinion is that there has been a marked improvement in 
the efficiency of the teachers of this county within the last 
two years. i 

The school districts are not clearly defined, and there have 
been no maps prepared to show boundaries of the districts. 

There exists no necessity for increasing the number of school 
districts in this county. 

Two of our country schools require two or more teachers. 

The Board of Supervisors furnish an office and desk’ for the 
county Superintendent. . 

The effect of the present system of examinations, as before 
stated, has been to increase the efficiency of the teachers, but 
al the same time to create great dissatisfaction among them. 

There is only one white Institute district in this county, G. 
W. Christian, manager, Three colored districts; managers, 
A. H. Stevens, A. H. Henderson aud R. W. Means. 

The Institutes have not been as productive of good results 
as might have been hoped for. A number ofthe teachers live 
so far away that it requires the better part of a day for them to 
come and go. 

School houses, generally, in a shabby condition. Most of 
them built of logs, Very few have desks and blackboards. 

The amount of school tax over and above what is required to 
support schools would build very few houses. The Supervi- 
sors would not be able to apportion the same with any good 
result, without raising jealousy and discord between rival 
school districts. Such action by the board would involve the 
county in a general row, where now, all is peace and quietude. 
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Trustees are better acquainted with the wants and conditions 
of the patrons of their respective schools than any law-makers 
could be, ard in my opinion should have absolute control of 
the schoals, in so far as opening and closing the same is con- 
cerned. 

School districts should be regulated by the number of edu- 
cable children, and not by any number of square miles. z 

School warrants are worth 100 cents on the dollar all the 
year round, in Grenada county. 

Continuous sessions are unquestionably best for the pupils, 


FRANKLIN COUNTY, 


A. J. EVERETT, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I herewith enclose my annual report. Has been unavoidably 
delayed, but I hope will reach you in time, and I think it is 
correct. 

In answer to your circular containing questions, I submit 
the following answers: 

1st. Better than heretofore. : 

2d. Teachers should be paid according to ability and to the 
number of educable children in the district, and the districts 
made to contain a fair proportion ofeducable children, from the 
fact that where the pay of teachers depends upon the size of the 
school, many teachers report more than they have, or a greater 
number of days, in order to make a better average. A clause 
in the lawto force trustees to a discharge of duty would improve 
the schools. Trustees in this county seldom ever visit the 
schools, and about the only good they do is to approve the 

report of the teacher, and that is sent to them. 

8d. Much better than under the old law. 

4th. A marked improvement in qualification of teachers. 

5th. By streams, roads, and section and township lines, 

6th. Have not. 

Tth.. It will. 

8th. Cannot say. A majority of our districts have near a 
hundred children. We have 45 districts and over 4,00C educa- 
ble children, yet hardly half of them attended school this year, 

9th. Iam. I ovcupy a jury room in the court house. 

10th. Improvement in qualification of teachers. 

_ ith. Effect good, though the pay of Superintendent of this 

and adjoining counties is too small to warrant a Superinten- 
dent in taking the time to accomplish much in the way of ex- 
amination and classification of pupils. Three white Institute 
districts; Currie, Leatherman and Stuart managers. Two 
colored; B. F. Shannon and B. W. Jackson managers. Our 
best teachers are taking interest in the Institutes, but our sorry 
teachers take no interest and receive but little, if any, benefit 
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from them. Our best teachers also fake interest in the exami- 
nations. Those who do not have to write, ask for a copy of 
questions after examinations and write up oh them, and thus 
keep themselves posted. - 

12th. Too bad to talk about. We have 5 or 6 very good 
houses, and the remainder unworthy of notice as a school 
room. 

18th. Do not. Our people opposed -to xt. 

14th. It was at the time, so far as numbers concerned, but 
the male and female were not separated, and the races were not 
separated, consequently it is almost impossible for me to make 
the required report, without taking the books and going over 
the whole work, and could not do it then, as the name only is 
given, and not the sex. I think it would be well to have the 
census of this county taken at the next assessment. 

15th. Would not, but would approve a district to contain 9 
square miles with 50 educable children. 

16th. All leased except a few—means all squandered during 
war except about $2,100. 

17th. None. We will pay all our warrants and carry a bal- 
ance of $1,200 or $1,500 over to the year of 1887-8, which will 
enable us to cash all 4th month warrants when issued. 

18th. Sessions should be continuous. 


HANCOCK COUNTY. 


A. G. STEVENSON, SUPERINTENDENT.  , 

Ist. In answer to your circular of inquiry regarding the pub- 
lie schools of this county, I say it seems to meet the approval 
of our people very well. 

2nd. I do not think that the law could be changed to make. 
it more effective, except in regard to the opening of the schools; 
have them open at any time of the year that the patrons may 
gee fit, : . 

3rd. The people of this county to the best of my knowledge 
are in favor of the present system with the addition of the above 
little change. , 

4th. The improvement of teachers is very perceptible, 

Our county school board defines each beat as a school dis- 
trict, 28 no school district under the new law shall contain less 
than twelve square miles. If they had established only schools 
where forty-five educable children could have been found that 
would have abolished two-thirds of the schools in our county, 
' hence this part of the new law did not meet our approval. 

6th. We have not yet prepared any maps, as this part of the 
business is not settled itis subject to go through some changes. 

7th. No increase is necessary yet. 

8th. Only five or six. 
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9th. Tam amply supplied at present. 

10th. It has a good effect from the fact that it has a tendency 
to make them more competent. 

lith. It seems to help very much. But regarding the first 
the geographical situation of this couaty is such that some of the 

*institutes have not been attended very well, but we are petting 
along with i£ very well. I think will do better in the future. 
12th. Institute Managers—B. Courrege, Clement Bordages, 
Geo. M. Holcomb. 

In regard to sehool-houses, ete., I could not answer very 
favorably as a great part of the county is so thinly settled that 
the houses are rough and iil-furnished, although Bay St. Louis 
and some other points are very well equipped. 

' 18th. I do not for there is never an overplus. 

15th. 1 would. 

16th. Some few have not been sold, but the rest have been 
disposed of according to law. . 

17th. No school warrants ure sold at a discount. 

18th. Lapprove of continuous sessions. 


GREENE COUNTY. 


G. T. Y BRELAND, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I submit to you the following narrative report as per topics 
furnished : ' 

ist. I find it impracticable to equalize the benefits, Parents 
in some of the districts use no efforts to have schools, whilst 
in other districts they are very anxious, Also where there js a 
school some send their children irregular and some that are 
near the school do not send their children at all. And in the 
schools there are a lack of books; teachers cannot form their 
classes on account of the scarcity and diversity of books. 

2nd. I suggest a law to allow the licensing of third grades 
that make 75 per cent. ou four branches, as a four months 
school does not require more than four branches taught. The 
maximum salary of third grades should be $25.00, and that of 
second grade $33.00, and this county should be allowed districts 
with less than twenty pupile. 

3rd, Many of the citizens of this county are not favorable to 
our system of publie schools. I sometimes hear a wisb that 
it was abolished. The majority are favorable to public schools 
I think. 

4th. There are no citizens in this county that are professional 
teachers, and consequently I cannot report anything as to im- 
provement of teachers. " 

5th. The school district boundaries were variously defined 
some by township, range and section lines, some by patrons’ 
residences, and some by rivers and creeks. 
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6th. I have no maps showing the boundaries nor sections 
embraced in the district. * 

7th. School facilities cannot be given to all: pupils of this 
county under our present system of districting, thev are so 
badly scattered, 

8th. Probably no school will need more than one teacher. 

e I have no desk aud no office that I have exelusive con- 
irol of. 3 - 

10th. The present system of examination is disapproved by 
the people generally, though some favor it. Your humble 
Superintendent does. It gives ux qualified teachers. 

lith. The holding of Institutes is nearly impossible in this 
county, teachers are so few and so far apart. Superintendents 
ean do but very little good in visiting schools, though it is a 
good stimulant. I have only one Institute in the county and no 
institute managers. 

12th. The school houses of my county are very inferior, in 
moat cases too small and not well furnished with seats, etc. 
There are about twenty-eight in the county and seven or eight 
of them are frame or box houses and about twenty log houses, 
and only about seven or eight have blackboards in them. 

13th. We have not enough money to run our schools in all 
districts four months, hence none to build houses; the board 
of supervisors levy only the minimum tax. 

l4th. I do not believe our present enumeration is correct, 
though I have not the pupils listed in all districts. Some dis- 
tricts have not yet had a school, Our sheriff says it is not cor- 
rect; we have a larger number of polls and a larger number 
of registered voters than when the pupils were last assessed. 

15th. Probably it would be best to allow trustees to open 
schools at any time, as some want to open in May and some in 
October. There is no need of a change of law to a smaller 
number of square miles to a school district in this county. 

16th. The 16th sections are owned or claimed by individuals. 
They have some kind of titles, obtained by a purchase some 
30 or 35 years ago. 

17th. Teachers’ warrants are kept at a cash basis ; none are 
sold at a discount. 

18th, I suppose section 68 with the proviso does very well as 
to winter schools ; but patrons and trustees have the right to 
select a summer term and I do not see that they are compelled 
to begin the school the first of June, but if they do not they 
cannot get a four months term and the school close with the 
scholastic year. ` 


HINDS COUNTY. 


€. 8. NORTH, SUPERINTENDENT. 
The Superintendent of Education for Hinds county begs 
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leave to make this his narrative report for the scholastic year 
ending the 30th day of September, 1887. 

1. The publie schools of Hinds county have been greatly 
improved under the working of the existing law. An interest 
heretofore unknown is now taken by our whole people, which. 
of itself, is an earnest of great results in the future. The 
working of the system under the new law, in every respect 
show a marked improvement on the old. 

2, A few judicious changes might he made, but I consider 
them very few. The license of teachers who make a general 
average of a fixed per cent. on second grade papers might be 
made to extend beyond one year. First-grade teachers making 
an average of less than ninety-five per cent. but not less than 
& fixed per cent, should Ithink be exempt from yearly exam- 
inations. 

8. As above indicated, the system is growing in favor in 
the publie mind. This results from better teachers, decreasing 
expenditures, and a more careful supervision of the schools as 
imposed by the law. Intelligence is at a premium and igno- 
rance at a discount. ` 

4. The improvement in the qualification and efficiency of 
the teachers is so great, that I find very little complaint among 
the patrons on account of efficiency of teachers, All are not 
first-grade, neither are all second-grade, thus introducing “Heav- 
en’s first law,” order, into the system. As the pay is regulated 
not by the number of pupils who happen to be attending, but 
by the qualifications of the teacher, there is an incentive for 
thorough preparation and qualification. This is already seen 
and felt in every part of our county. 

5. Our county school board were limited as to number in 
the establishment of schools by a speeial law. "There are fewer 
schools perhaps than are needed, but no dissatisfaction has 
arisen. Until this special law ceases to operate, which will be 
next year, boundaries will not be permanently fixed. 

6. No maps have vet been prepared for the above reason, 

T. (Answered in No. 5.) 

8. Lust year sixteen of our schools had two teachers, and T 
think perhaps there are as many as thirty which need assis- 
tants, ` 

9. Iam furnished an office and desk in which to file and 
preserve papers. 

10. The good effects of the present system of examinations 
can scarcely be estimated. It eliminates gross incompetency 
from the corps of teachers, brightens those who arecompetent, 
excites a spirit of commendable rivalry, and operates to ap- 
portion the public fund upon ad valorem basis, ., 

11. We did not have institutes last year. The entire time 
of your Superintendent was devoted to efforts in systematizing 
the schools and in seeing that efficient work was done tn the 
school room. This, to his great regret, prevented him from 
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holding institutes, For the session of 1887-8, however, he 
feels that he will be able to make a good report. 

As to the effects of visitations by the Superintendent, I can 
scarcely find sufficient language for favorable comment. It is 
the sine qua non for faithful, efficient and thorough work in the 
schoolroom. Knowing that the eye of the Superintendent will 
be on their work, every teacher is stimulated to do the best in 
his power, The prime object of the whole system is accom- 
plished, viz: the most rapid advancement? possible of the chil- 
dren, with the means at hand. . 

12, Our school houses are not as good as they should be. 
Of the number which we have, one hundred, about half are 
frame and the other half log buildings. All have desk and 
blackboards with the exception of about ten. I have called the 
attention of the trustees and patrons to this, and have no 
doubt the matter will be attended to. There is a marked ab- 
sence of maps and globes. 

183. It it is difficult to determine the advisability of appro- 
priating any or all of the surplus current fends to the build- 
ing of school houses. If the power should be granted it should 
be clothed with many restrictions. 

14, The enumeration of children in my opinion is approxi- 
mately eorreet. I cannot compare it with that made by teach- 
ers, as nob enough of them reported on this point to make an 
estimate, ? 

19. Trustees should not by any means be allowed to open 
the schools at any time during the year, Irregularity would 
take the place of system, and incalculable injury would be done, 
Teachers could never know when it would be the will of each 
particular set of trustees to open the schools, and many good 
ones would* probably fail to apply for examination on acvount 
of such uncertainty. The County Superintendent before start- 
ing to visit tlie schools would have to write to every neighbor- 
hood to know whether any school was there or not! When 
inquired of by any person as to when his schools would open, 
he would be forced to say that he (although the nomina! head 
in his county) did not know and could not tell! 

16. The condition of our Sixteenth sections is not satisfac- 
tory, although I cannot particularize tor want of close exami- 
nation. No matters of dissatisfaction have been specially 
brought to my attention, but I think there are many irregulari- 
ties that may be found to need correction. 

17. No school warrants are sold at a discount. We run 
our schools on a strictly cash basis and have a surplus in the 
treasury. ` 

18. The sessions should be continuous. The reason is so 
patent that it is useless to name it. In my opinion, the benefit 
to the pupils in a four months continuous session is a8 great 
asin six months divided into sessions of three months each. 
That is to say, the funds for two months for each year would be 
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uselessly expended. In this connection it ought to be well to 
state that a session to begin in November and end in the spring, 
taught continuously, is in my judgment the best. It interferes 
less with the work of children, if children must work, and 
avoids the intense heat of summer, 

In conclusion I desire to say that the present system properly 
administered merits the support of all who feel any interest ` 
in the education of the young, as shown by the t:st of only one 
year. i 

Objections, such as did exist tọ an untried law, have been re- 
moved as far as I have knowledge, and our people, as one man, 
are its staunch supporters. And why? They see efficient and 
intelligent teachers in the sehool room; they see them active 
inthe discharge of their duties and diligent in their efforts at 
self-improvement; they see intelligence brought to the front 
rank, and ignorance relegated to the rear, All this and more, 
for they not only see a better corps of teachers, but they see 
that they are better paid, and this too in the face of the fact 
that their schools were run for four months under the new sys- 
tem for four thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven dollars, 
{$4,757) less than the corresponding four months of the pre- 
ceding term under the old system, and that after paying many 
thousands of dollars of the old debt arising under the old sys- 
tem, and paying all the expenses of the current year, (the 
teachers recetving cash) there still remains in the hands of the 
treasurer the sum of three thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
five ($3,895) available school fand. - 

In short, with the above showing, Í am embarrassed with 
richness of argument in favor of the present system. 

The above would take this opportunity to fhank you for 
your uniform courtesy, both officially and personally extended 
to me throughout, in all his varied and arduous labors, and 
to say that in your administration, the »eople of the State of 
Mississippi will find the touchstone that will infuse vitality 
and vigor into a system which hitherto has been as lifeless and 
cold as stone. 


HARRISON COUNTY. 
D. €. LANCASTER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


The public school system has given satisfaction, and the sen- 
timent of this county is strongly in favor of public schools. The 
teachers are an improvement. We have a much better quali- 
fied corps than heretofore. The County School Board have 
used natural boundaries where practicable. Maps of two dis- 
triets have been prepared. It will be necessary to "increase 
the number of school districts to give school facilities to all. 
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Five (5) country schools will require more than one teacher, 

Iam furnished a desk in the clerk's office. . 

The present system of examinations has the effect of giving 
us more efficient teachers. 2 

The Institutes have had a good effect, and visitations by 
Superintendent have been beneficial to both schools and Super. 
intendent. ' 

Two Institute districts; managers J.C. Patrick and J. B. 
Snyder, white, and J. H. Dale, W. P. Locker and J. W. Ran. 
dolph colored. 

Our school houses are poor affairs and very badly furnished. 
Ithink it advisable to empower the Supervisors and County 
School Board to appropriate to building school houses all 
schooltax above wha! is required to support the schools for 
fonr months. 

I approve a change in the law allowing trustees to open 
schools at any time during the year,also of making nine square 
miles the requirement for a district, provided it contained fifty 
educable children. . 

No school warrants are sold at a discount. 

I think continuous sessions best. t 

The law in regard to pay of County Superintendents is very 
defective, They shou!d be paid $50 per month, and not allow- 
ed w teach school. A first grade teacher's license should be ~ 
good for five years. A second grade two years, and a third 
grade one year, 


HOLMES COUNTY. 
W. J. HUMPHREY, SUPERINTENDENT, 


NorE—Enclosed herewith I send my annual reports for the 
years 1886-7. By. comparing with the work of 1886 I find that 
the schools for this year have cost $1,047,183 less than year of 
1886, and that the pay of white teachers has increased $720.05, 

I respectfully submit the following as my report in answer 
to interrogatories contained in your recent circular. 

1. The workings of the public school system have, in the 
main, been successful. Teachers have been stimulated toa 
better preparation. The expenditures have been less. - For the 
first term it was difficult to supply needed assistants. Atten- 
dance was good and regular in winter term, very irregular in 
summer term, : 

2. (a.) Salary of County Superintendent should be more def- 
initely fixed, say $100 for every thousand of educable children 
in his county, provided it shall not exceed $1,200.  Insti- 
tutes should be held ou Friday and teachers paid as in school. 

(b.) Examinations should contain a greater number of ques- 
tions, and the time to complete the examinations should be in- 
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creased to two days, the questions for each day sealed in sepa- 
rate packages. There should be either but two examinations, 
or there should be four, so that the different races would have 
equalopportunities without being examined together, 

The examinations should be conducted by a Board.of Exam- 
inurs, with County Superintendent at its head, and this Board 
should be paid, 

(c. Provision should be made for permanent certificates, 
and the salary of teachers holding permanent certificates. 
should be greater than is now allowed 1st grade, dependent, 
however, upon number of pupils in attendance, &c, These 
certificates should be issued by the Board of Education, and a 
register of the same kept in the office of the State Superinten- 
dent, and should be good in any county in the State, 

(d.) When a teacher has been examined in one county and 
has received a certificate below State or permanent license, and 
is employed by the local trustees in a different county, he may 
require the County Superintendent to transfer his examination 
papers to the office of the Superintendent of the county in 
which the applicant proposes to teach, and, if approved, may 
receive license to teach, as if examined in such county. 

9. Public sentiment, I believe, in my county, is averse to the 
present system, especially to the system of examination and 
the mode of fixing the time of opening the public schools. A 
great many believe one examination ofthe same teacher is suf- 
ficient, and that a first-grade license should be permanent as far 
as examination is concerned. Many claim that a community 
can better determine for itself the most suitable time for open— 
ing its school. 

4, The majority of my teachers, I believe, have improved in 
qualifications ; some greatly, some but little, while a few seem 
to have made no advancement. | T 

5. The school districts were laid off very indefinitely. We 
have no reliable county map, and could not prevail upon the 
board ot supervisors to supply one for this office. Hence we 
could do nothing in this direction with any degree of accuracy. 
The school board endeavored to locate the districts by naming 
farms and plantations to comprise such districts. This was 
very troublesome and inaceurate. "There should bea provision 
in the law requiring boards of supervisors to furnish maps for 
this purpose, 

6. I have not prepared maps of districts for reasons atated in 5. 

7. It is not necessary to increase the number of school dis- 
tricts in my county. I believe the number would be diminished 
if we could lay them off as provided by law. We have & few 
instances of families in the swamp deprived of public school 
facilities because we could not locate schools near them with 
the requisite number of children. 

8. Ten white and thirty-five colored schools will require. more 
than one teacher, 

9. Iam furnished an office and desk. 


a 


SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION, 129 


10. The effects of the present system of examination have 
been as follows : The teachers stimulated to a better preparation 
for the work; the deficit, to a considerable degree, cast out; 
the proficient more active and producing better results. Some 
who have been regarded as thoroughly competent and success. 
ful teachers have abandoned the profession, rather than submit 
to continuous examinations. : 

11. The Institutes have already made a good impression upon 
those who have attended, Teachers have been mutually 
instructed in some essential elements, which seem to have been 
lost sight ot for a loug time, If continued, the lusututes will 
prove wo be a source of great good. The visitation by Couaty 
Superintendent is productive of good, Some changes in work 
have been suggested and carried out. The teacher not knowing 
when the Superintendent will be at the school, is constantiy on 
the alert, informs the children of the expected visit, and both 
teacher and pupils are stimulated to show best results, We 
have two white and three colored Institute districts, Managers, 
W. b. Young and R. W. Mecklin, white; E. C, Granberry, R. 
A. Simmons, R W. Jackson, colored, 

12. The general condition of our school-houses is good. 
Fiiteen log, two brick, and the rest frame. Many of tho lutter 
are churches.  Nearh ull are furnishea with blackboards ; 
twelve with desks, 

18. When the school fund is greater than the expenditure 
for four months, I would advise that a portion, at least, of the 
excess be uppropriated in assisting communities to build school- 
houses to the amount of $75.00 or $100.00, provided the title 
to the property is transferred to the Board of Supervisors aud 
their suecessors. 

id. I believe the enumeration as rendered in my annual 
report is correct. It is greater than that made by the teachers. 
While our district lines are so indefinite, the teachers can not 
make accurate enumerations. 

15. I would approve s law allowing trustees to open schools 
at any time, provided the schools continue four successive 
months. By making nine square miles a school district, the 
number of schools would be so much increased that salaries of 
teachers would be necessarily diminished, or the schoel tax 
increased. 

16, See exhibits furnished by County Treasurer. 

17. A little less than one and a half months’ warrants sold at 
a discount, 

- 18. Continuous sessions are to be preferred before any other. 


ISSAQUENA COUNTY. 


JAS. R, YERGER, JR., SUPERINTENDENT, 
1. gyorking of the Public School system in your county. 
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2. Changes, if any, required in the school law to render it 
more effective in its operation. 


3. Public sentiment of your county concerning the system of 
Public Schools. : 


Improvement, if any, in the qualifications and efficiency of 
your teachers. 


5. How did your County School Board define the boundaries 
of School Districts? ' ; 


6. Have you prepared maps showin the sections embraced in 
such districts? 


m 


7. Will it be necessary to increase the number of your School 
Districts to give school facilities to all? 


8. How many of your country schools will require more than 
one teacher? 

9. Are you furnished an office and desk in which to file and 
preserve the papers of your office? 

10. Effect of the present system of examinations, 

11. Effect of Institutes and visitation by Superintendent. 
How many Institute districts have you? names of managers, etc. 

12. Condition of school houses—number of frame buildings; 
number of log houses; number provided with desks, blackboards, 
etc. " 

19. Do you think it advisable to empower the Supervisors 
and County School Board to appropriate to building school houses 
a portion, or all, of your school tax above what is required to 
support the schools for four months? 

In your opinion. is your enumeration—the basis of the 
State distribution—correct? How does it compare with that 
made by teachers? > 

15. Would you approve a change in the law allowing trus- 
tees to open schools at any time during the year? Also, making 
nine square miles the requirement for a district, provided it cons 
tained fifty educable children? 

16: Condition of your 16th sections. 

17. How many months’ school warrants must be sold at a dis- 
countin your county? 

Your opinion of continuous sessions. 

(1.) Any new system needs time to effect its purpose. I think 
the next term can be managed with ease under the recent law. 

(2.) Abolish the “two terms" and leave the opening of the 
schools (as to the time) with the Superintendent. Place the 
school sections in absolute control of the Superintendent, to lease 
either at publie or private sale as he may see fit. My experience 
is that the Boards of Supervisors neglect school matiers, Amend 
law so as to permit the indorsment of certificates, and to permit 
a call of School Board at any time. . 

(8.) In favor of it, with above modifications. | 

(4) Great improvement. Due to the Institutes and rigidity of 
examinations. A 


(5. Did nothing about them at all. 
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D No. 

8.) about fifteen 
(d Yes, 

10) Good 


(11.) (1) Good. (2) One district. (83) Manages them in 
rson. 
(12.) There are only two school houses belonging to the 
county. ‘They are frame buildings in tolerable repair. 
(18.) Not at the present time; our school fund is just now in 
a healthy condition, warrants at par, and I am afraid to risk this 
at present. 7 
(14,) Have no means at hand to determine. 
(15.) No. Leave it the Superintendent. 
(16.) Bad. They are not properly managed. 
(17.) None. Warrants dollar for dollar. 
(18.) Permit Superintendents to use their discretion in this 
matter. í 
— I have given you most of the information asked for. Some it is 
impossible for me to getatpresent. The schools of my county are 
_in good condition. The teachers improving. Since I have been 
Superintendent I have run the schools: five months, one month 
longer than they have been run heretofore, and have saved the 
county $4,356. 


ITAWAMBA COUNTY. 


GEO, W. BENNETT, SUPERINTENDENT, 


I give the following in answer to your questions: 

ist. The present system of public schools is working as well 
As could be expected. 

92d. The areqgof the schol districts should be made smaller. 
Not allowing any district to contain less than 12 square miles, 
debars about 200 children from school facilities in this county. 
We have several streams in our county that are practically 
impassable during the winter months. 

3d. The present system of public schools is very unpopular 
in this county. ` 

4th. There has been quite an improvement in the qualifica- 
tions and efficiency of the teachers during the past year. I 
have the best corps of teachers that have ever been in the 
county. : 

6th. By the section lines. 

6th, Ihaveone map, showing the sections embraced in 
each school district. 

8th. 20. 

9th. Tam, 
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10th. It is causing the teachers to improve themselves. 
` lth. I think thatthe Institutes have been beneficial to the 
most of the teachers. I also think in many instances that the 
visit of the Superintendent proves to be beneticial, I have. 
three districts for the white teachers and one for the colored. 


NAMES OF MANAGERS. POSTOFFIOE, 
JOHN GORE Susie vos he. «obedient E REN NUR Fulton. 
A. B. NEwTON......sesees duet addi ria Seen Cardsville. 
W. A. NABERS..... een Se esso oPleasant Hill. 


12th. The most of our school-honses are in a deplorable 
condition. Twenty of the sehool-houses are frame buildings, 
and thirty-four are log buildings. Five of the school-houses 
are provided with desks; twenty-five with good black- hoards, 
and none with maps, globes or charts, 

13th. Ido not think it would be advisable, for there would 
not be enough of it to do any gool, 

14th. I think it is about correct. They are about the 
same, 

15th. I would aot approve a law allowing the trustees to 
open schools at any time, but woul approve one making nine ~ 
square miles the requirement for a district, provided it con- 
tained fifty educable children, 

16th. All of my 16th sections have been sold, 

I7tb. The fourth month of the winter term, and the third 
»nd tourth months of the summer term. 

18th, I think it is the best feature in the present law, My 
experience has been that a four months’ continuons session is 
worth more than six months in two months’ sessions, 


JACKSON COUNTY. 


EH. L, HOWZE, SUPERINTENDENT, 


I had forwarded my Aunual Report before receiving your 
circular letter. I have reported the total amount paid teachers 
and Superintendent. The treasurer will report the contingent 
expenditure. In answer to questions in your circular letter: 

Ast. Itis satisfactory, 

2nd. I think the State Board of Education should adopt 
one series of school books:to be used in all the counties in the 
State. This would insure more uniformity and obviate the 
necessity of persons moving from one county to another, of 
having to change the books, There should be two classes of 
lst grade teachers, with corresponding salary, between the lat 
class of lst grade and 2nd grade teachers, examinations ex- 
tended for two years, and County Superintendent authorized to 
extend license of 2nd class of 1st grade, and 2nd and 3rd grade 
for one year, and Ist class of Ist grade to two years, if in his 
judgment their capacity, executive ability, &c., would justify. 
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Institutes should be held atthe close of the term for a given 
number of days, the time and plave to be appointed by the 
Superintendent, and every teacher in the county required to 
attend, the expense of such Institutes to be paid out of the 
school fund of the county. 

No, 3, Publie schools have grown in favor with the people, 
and exoept in towns, have quite absorbed private schools. 

No, d. There has been a marked improvement. 

No. 5. School-houses have been built in the center of the 
various neighborhoods, so as to give the greatest school ad- 
vantages to the largest number of pupils. These school-houses 
have been built a&vonsiderablejexpense and labor to the patrons, 
who are generally poor, To have laid off districts by t -wnship 
line, would have required the building of many school-houses, 
which the patrons were neither able nor willing todo. Districts 
were therefore arranged by the School Board to suit the school- 
houses as they were, requiring the pupils to attend the nearest 
school This was the most practical arrangement we could 
make, 

No. 6. I have not. 

No. 7, It will not. 

No.8, 7. 

No, 9. Xam not. Ihave furnished them without expense 
to the county. 

No. 10. Ir has resulted in more effici: nt and capable teach- 
ers, ; 

No. 11. So far, Institutes have resulted in. bat little good, 
Owing to the distance between schools, many of the teachers 
being ladies, the difficulty of procaring conveyance, the attend- 
ance has been small. Visiting the schools has resulted in 
much needed information to the Superintendent, and encour- 
agement and assistanee to the teachers, Three Institute dis- 
triets for whites, one for colored. White—D. D, Cowan, J. E. 
Sutton, T. T. Howze. Colored—B. E. Bardwell. 

No. 12. Not very good; quite a number are taught in 
church buildings, which, of course, are not furnished for school 
purposes, but are comfortable for winter or summer; 17 frame 
buildings, 18 log houses; some of these are inferior houses; 
10 are provided with black-boards and desks; none have maps 
or globes. : 

No. 18. Idonot The amount would be insufficient, au 
the patrons would make no effort to furnish houses, 

No. l4. Itis not correct, nor is the enumeration made by 
the teachers correct, for the reason that many of the teachers 
are not acquainted in the school district, and could get but 
little assistance from the trustees, 

No. 15. I would not: See No. 5. 

No. 17. Teachers’ warrants are paid promptly as they are 
issued, in cagh. E 

No, 18. I believe there should be but one term, to com* 
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mence the Ist of February. The attendance of the summer 
schoots was much smaller than that of the winter schools, 
owing to the excessive heat of the summer, 

I have given briefly, answers to your questions. = 


JASPER COUNTY. x s 
A. N. W. SMITH, SUPERINTENDENT. 


lst. The workings of the Public School system are good, so 
far as the means will permit. 

2d, Compulsory attendance is absolutely necessary before 
efficiency can become general, 

8d. The Public Schools are considered by the masses as one 
of their inalienable rights 

4th. A decided change for the better, . 

5th. As the school districts were already well arranged, the 
Board made but few changes, and did not establish definitely 
their boundaries. 

6th. Therefore no maps could be made. 

Tth. We shouid have 6 more districts. 

8th. About 15. 

9th. Yes. . 

10th. One of the best teatures of the present system. Itis 
driving the indifferent teachers from the profession, and caus- 
ing zealous effort of those in tlie lower grades to rise higher, 

lith. (a) Institutes awaken latent energies, develops research 
and stimulate to higher and better attainments. (b) Visita- 
tions by Superintendents are productive of much good to the 
schools. (c) 2 districts for whites, 1 for the blacks. -— 

12th. About $ ofthe houses are moderately comfortable; 
another $ indifferent, while the remaining 4 are quite primi- 
tive. Nearly i are frame buildings, 4 are provided with 
desks, about $ have some kind of black-boards. 

18th. 4 months consume all of our funds. 

idth, It is not. Not having definite boundaries to the dis- 
tricts, we have no perfect enumeration. 

ith. (a) By no means. (b) Not advisable in this section. 

16th, Ali lost to school fund except 1. 

17th. None. 

18th. The sessions should, without doubt, be continuous, 

Nov. 12, 1887. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 


J. &. HICKS, SUPERINTENDENT. 
I will answer the questions submitted to me by correspond- 
ing numbers: 
1. The system works very well. 
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2. À change of term, allowing the schools to be opened at 
any time, trom Ist of January. so as to complete the term be- 
fore the end ofthe year. A change to make certificates valid 
for a longcr time than one year. 

3. Public sentiment approves the system of public schools. 

4. Much improvement in the qualification and efficiency of 
teachers; poor tenchers having abandoned the profession or 
accepted assistant positions. Pe 

5. Our County School Board established a district around 
each principal school, uniting schools wherever necessary. 

6. No. 

7. No. 

8. About 6. 

9. Yes. ` ] 

10. I like the present system of examination, with this ex- 
ception: as it must bein writing, the examination is too long 
2 be completed well in one day. The system has a good 
effect. 

1l. Institutes have done little good ; visitation of Superin- 
tendent does well, I have two Institute districts; will have 
threc this year, CO. F. Edwards, Rodney, Miss., and myself, 
for white Institutes ; M. Howard, Fayette, Miss., A. D. Snod- 
grass, Rodney, Miss, colored managers. 

13. School houses generally are in & bad condition. About 
thirty (80) frame buildings, the balance log houses, all pro- 
vided with desks of some kind; very few with improved desks, 
say-three or four. | 

18. We have not sufficient tax to pay four (4) months, and 
for reasons see next answer. 

14. I know the enumeration for State distribution to be 
grossly incorrect; so much so as to deprive us of about $1,200 
each year, This accounts for the one month’s shortage in our 
schoool funds, as we have lost it for two years. Having been 
nominated for the next Legislature, if elected, 1 will endeavor 
to frame and have passed, a bill for our relief in this behalf. 

15. No one. Yes, I would approve sucha law, I would 
not approve making nine (9) square-miles a district. 

16. They are ina poor condition and likely to stay so in the 
county, as our Board of Supervisors has refused to grant me 
any assistance in hunting them up. 

17. One. 

18. Ido not approve of the present system of school ses- 
sions, 


RE 


KEMPER COUNTY. 


A. G. VINSON, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Drar Big;—À1 have tried to be as accurate in making my re- 
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port as the data in my possession would permit. Some of my 
teachers, particularly the colored ones; are very ignorant and 
careless. 

My financial report is correct, j 

Our Court House was destroyed by fire'in 1881, and our U. 
S. Census records of 1880 were destroyed, I have tried to get 
the nnmber of educxble children from the Assessors books of 
1884, but I found them in a crude condition and hard to, com 
prehend. Asnear as I can come at the total there are 6,200. 

My teachers’ census would not do to rely on. I could not 
get my colored teachers to understand how to do it, and some 
of the white ones were equally as obtuse, henve my data is 
very defective. — . 

Ist. It is decidely an improvement over the old. 

2nd. Give us a uniform series of text-books, and make if 
obligatory on the teachers to nse them, 

3rd. There is more confidence in the capacity of the teach- 
ers; generally the people like the system. Of course there are 
some eroakers, 

4th. Teachers of Kemper county have studied more m the 
past 12 months than they have before in 5 years, and of course 
they are better prepared to do good work. 

5th. They located the schools around the old school houses, 
and, in a great measure, allowed the patrons to send to the 
schools they had been patronizing. 

Gtt. Owing'to the loose way of locating the schools I found 
it next to impossible to map the districts, It will take time to 
get everything in good shape, It was a radical change ‘all 
along the line.” and like all such changes it required time to 
get everything to running smooth in the new grooves. The 
people must be educated in their new duties. 

7th. No, emphatically no, - 

Sti. 5 white. 10 colored. 

9th. Yes. 

10th. It has caused the teachers to prepare themselves for 
their duties in the school room. ‘ " 

1lth. Most of the teachers took a lively interest in the work, 
All expressed themselves ns being pleased and benefited. All 
the teachers, without a single exception, were glad for the Su» 
perintendent to visit them. I can say for the teachers of my 
county that they are earnest workers, and they were glad to be 
interviewed hy any one that was a judge of school room work, 
I had three districts last winter, Managed two of them myself. 
Rev, C. E. Brame managed the other one. During the sum- 
mer time I held two on 4th Saturday of each month, at De- 
Kalb. One white, and one colored. Rev. C, E. Brame man- 
aged the white; M. M. Warren the colored. 

12th. Quite a number of my schools are taught in churches, 
especially the colored, and some white, There are quite a nam- 
ber of comfortable school houses in the county, good desks, 
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seats, šet., though I, must confess, some are sadly deficient’ 
and right there, a live County Superintendent by visiting such 
schools and talking to patrons in reference to their duties, can 
: get in some good work. Most of them are furnished with 

blackboards. I tried to impress the teachers with the idea 
that it wos-impossible to get along without them. 

18th. Not yet in my county. 

14th, There I am at sea—my data is very meagre. I could 
not get my teachers educated up to the importance of getting 
up a complete list of the children in their several districts, and 
in a great many instances they would bave had to make it 
from information, not personal knoweledge. l 

Lith. I would not. No. 

16th. All the valuable lands have been sold, and the money 
squandered during the Radical regime. ; 

17th, 8rd and 4th months of the summer term, 4th month of 
winter term. That was last scholastic year. I will be in bet- 
ter shape this year, : 
. . 17th, I hope the levy has been sufficient to cash the warrants 
when they fall due. - i 

18th. Let the law stand as it is; two months is too short a 
time for a school to accomplish anything. ‘The teacher first 
gets his School well organized and in a position to begin to show 
results when he has to stop, and it operates againstthe teacher 
financially. So much so that he can't become interested in his 
work. It wil] drive professional teachers from any locality. 


LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 
8 PHIL. A. RUSH, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Iu response to your request I submit the following as my 
narrative report for the years 1886-7 ; the numbers correspond- 
ing to the inquiries contained in your eircular letter. 

1, The workings of the schools in this county have been 
much more satisfactory this year than ever before. 

2. I concur with Mr. Carter, of Pontotoc, Miss., in his sug- 
gestions as to changes in the school law; the suggestions 
made by him before the North Mississippi Teachers’ Associa- 
tion. E 

9. The sentiment in this county is mostly in favor of the 
public school system, The dissenters being mainly among the 
uneducated, 

. 4. The improvements in the efficiency and qualification of 
‘our teachers have been very marked and satisfactory. 

, 9. Mostly by the streams, topographical features of the coun- 
try; sometimes by section lines, 

6. I have prepared such maps, 
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7. I think no further increase is desired. 

8. Probably about thirty. 

9. -I am furnished an office, desk, ew. 

10. The present system of examination has the effect to 
make professional teachers, and to make all better and more 
thorough and competent. There ought to be two days for such. 
examination. P 

14. I regard the visitation feature as indispensable, for-rea- 
sons which are too well known to be reiterated here, We hnve 
the districts required by law. 

12. The houses are mostly all log, provided with black-boards; 
most all have beuches, rarely any desks. 

18. I believe it would. 

14. Itis not practienble to get a correct enumeration of 
children bv teachers. The State is better. 

15. I believe, after due consideration, trial and experience, 
that it would be better to divide the term except when the sea- 
sons have been especially favorable. (like the present). espeui- 
ally when the term is longer than four months. I think the 
Word “impossible” should be substituted by “impracticable” 
in the districting section of the law and that it be left that 
way., 

i7 One menth. 

18. I have answered this in **15." 
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LAUDERDALE COUNTY. 
M. H. WHITAKER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


In reply to circular letter without date, I would say that I 
forwarded to you my annual report for the scholastic year some 
ten (10) days or more ago; but will proceed to answer your 
several inquiries the best I ean. 

1, The “workings of the publie school system" in this county 
has been more favorable than under the old luw. I think the 
majority of the people like that feature of the old law which 
permitted schools to be opened at any time during the scholas- 
tic year better than requiring them to open at stated times ; 
but if that was done, and the Superintendent required. to visit 
the schools their salaries wouldehuve to be inereased as they 
would be engaged all the time visiting schools. 

i 2. We ought to have longer terms of schools—six months at 
east, 

There should be a change in the remuneration of the mem- , 
bers of the school board. It is a difficult matter to secure the 
services of good men on the board simply to be exempt .from 
road and jury duty; besides, it is generally the case that the 
best men who can be had for that position are those who are 


* P - 


SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 139 


exempt from road and jury duty by reason of age, or they are 
men who have their hands full of business at home and cannot 
afford to leave it without remuneration. 

That part of section 12 of the school law which requires the 
Superintendent to report to the board of supervisors, on the 
first Monday of July, annually, the number of schools located, 
should be changed to the first Monday of September, or the 
time of location changed. & UR 

I do not think section 35 amounts to anything and should be 
repealed. School districts are laid off, and marked by imagin- 
ary lines, and the teachers do not know who to enumerate in 
his or her district—oftentimes two or three teachers enumerat- 
ing the same children, and the result is nothing but confusion, 
and the enumerations thus made are wholly unreliable, 

8.. Public sentiment on system of public schools is favorable, 
and desire it strengthened and built to as high a measure of use- 
fulness as the financial condition of the people will admit. 

4. There has been great improvement in the efficiency of 
teachers in my county, though the per cent. of those who were 
examined for first grade in September, 1887, and obtained it, 
waa very small, much smaller than heretofore. 

5. By imaginary lines—no other way to define them without 
incurring considerable expense, asit cannot be done by sec. 
tions, and at the same time accommodate the greatest num- 
ber of children, r . 

6. Each member of the school bourd representing the differ- 
ent supervisors districts, has a map. 

7. We ought to have an increase in school districts, but can- 
not do so with the means at our command. 

8. Twelve or fifteen. 

9. I furnish those things myself without expense to the 
county. . 

10. My impression is that it has had the effect of causing the 
teachers to apply themselves more closely to their books. Yet, 
as will be seen by answer No. 4, a smaller per cent of teachers 
réceived first grade-certificates at the last examination than 
heretofore, still, I think, they are improving inj efficiency. 

11. Good effect: Only one Institute district. All the Insti- 
tutes are held in the city of Meridian. IfI were to form dis- 
tricts outside of Meridian so as to include ten (10) teachers of 
each race in that district, as the law requires, a majority of those 
etubraced in that district could reach Meridian more conveni- 
ently than auy other point, therefore, after consulting the teach- 
ers and finding they preferred to come to Meridian, {I consulted 
you also on one occasion when you were in our city), I made 
one district of the county, both for white and colored, and held 
all the Institutes in this city. — ' 

Names of managers : 


Ist Institute—Prof, H, J. Fry. 
2d * — —J. B. Tisdale. 
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Sd Institute —R. B. Keasler, 

Ath  —Mrs. F. J. Mosby, ] 

5th—Summer term, was an informal meeting of teachers as 
the Institute outlines did not reach metin time. 

6th, Tth, and 8th—Prot. C. D. Thompson, Manager, 


Colored Managers: 
Ist Institute—P, D. Jones. 


2a * — —P. D. Jones. " f 


3d * — ai, H. Triplett. 
4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th—P. D. Jones. 


12. Some few are good, about one third, say 31, are frame 
buildings, but some of these are churches; about three-fourths, 
say 70, are provided with some kind of desks—most of them 
very inferior. "The people are taking more interest in houses 
and desks than formally, and are gradually building good 
houses. About 60 are provided with black-boards. 


13. I do not. 1. Because there never would be, in any one 
year, sufficient money above what is required to support the 
schools for four mouths, to build school houses in every neigh- 
borhood where needed, and that would create great dissatisfac- 
tion, for every neighborhood would insist that the house ought 
to be built in this or that place first, &c., and it would be im- 
possible for the Board of Supervisors, or the School Board, to 
determine each case npon its merits without a personal iuspec- 
tion of each neighborhood, 


2. Because I think the people would prefer the surplus 
money, if any, be used and appropriated in extending the school 
term . 

14. I presume the State distribution is correct ss based on 
the assessor's enumeration. Butthe enumeration is far less 
than the number of children in the county, as shown by the 
rolls, hence, it follows that this county does not receive us 
much of the State funds as she ought. Ihave not compared 
the teachers’ enumeration with the assessors, because the 
teachers’ are so full of errors they could notbe relied upon at 
all. The teachers’ enumeration would be a proper thing to be 
done if the school districts were defined otherwise than by im- 
aginary lines ; but if they are lines to be defined, just as well, 
in my opinion, repeal the provision for teacher’s enumeration, 

18. Yes; hutif Superintendent should be required to visit 
the schools, he would be going ali the time, and additional ex- 
pense neressarily incurred. There is no question but that 
more children could attend school if trustees were allowed to 
open schools at any time, and it would be better, but for im- 
posing additional duties, or time, on the Superintendent, and 
thereby increasing the expenses. 

16. Some of the lands lying out—some being used, and some 
sold to parties before the war, and I presume never paid for. 

17. None—we pay the cash. 
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18. It is the only way to make a success. of the public school 
system, in my opinion. 


Ó——— 


LAWRENCE COUNTY. 
W. P. MUINNIs, SUPERINTENDENT. 


The publie school system of this (Lawrence) countyis in Let- 
ter condition than it has been my pleasure “to report at any 
time heretofore, aud Į can recommend very few changes in the 
law to make it more effective, I would suggest that local trus- 
tees be required to have and keep sehool houses in good repair, 
and for this purpose they be empowered to summon all the 
able-bodied men of the district for a specified number of days, 
after the mauner of working on publie roads, and acting as 
overseerg themselves, to require these men to perform such 
works on the houses as is necessary for building or repairs, 
This plan seems very feasible in all country schools where log 
houses are for the most part used, and where eomfort is 50 often 
neglected, 

With perhaps some exceptions, public sentiment seems sat- 
isfied with the publie school system. 

My teachers show marked improvement in both qualification 
and efficiency. 

The Schoo! Board laid off school districts by section lines. 
I have not prepared maps of districts, because the Board pro- 
poses to make continued changes till they think the county 
is properly and equitably districted, and a few additional dis- 
tricts may be found necessary. 

As at present laid off, eleven of my schools will require two 
teachers. 

I have not been furnished an office and furniture, but have 
to supply them myself. 

The present system of examinations causes teachers to make 
better preparation for their werk, and the Institutes are of 
grest benefit to my teachers. Visiting schools by the Super- 
intendent is à good feature, but he shculd be required to give 
at least one day to each school, and that in the capacity of 
teacher, I have three white Institutes und one colored; man- 
agers, the Superintendent, C. B. G. Ross and D. P. McInnis, 
for the white, and R, O. Byrne, for the colored... 

School houses are in à very poor condition. Most of the col- 
ored schools, and some of the white, are taught in the neigh- 
borhood churches, which practice is a continual source of trouble 
and confusion. Of the 52 houses, 18 are frame buildingsa— 
some in'bad condition, 28 log cabins, and 11 large, open and 
"badly arranged churches. Only 21 are provided with black- 
boards, and 14 with desks. Many are withont water buckets, 


* 


» 
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and one is 500 yards from water. Yet I would not advise that 
the Supervisors or School Board be empowered to make appro- 
priations ont of any portion of the achool fand for building 
school houses. i 

I am satisfied the enumeration on which is based the State 
distribution is incorrect, as if is 235 less than number reported 
to me. 

I think a law permitting trustees to open atany time of fhe. 
year would meet the approbation of every one, but I doubt the 
necessity of reducing size of districts, except in cases where 
there is à very large settlement in each of two extreme parts of 
a district: ; 

A large purtion of 16th section funds has been totally loat, 
and the paid up interest for the past year on valid securities 
amounted to about $145. 

Our third and fourth month's warrants are sold at a discount 
from 2 to 6 months, and are eagerly sought after by brokers, at 
& small discount. i 

I favor continuous sessions, and winter schools. A vata- 


, tion in a 4 month's school can but do harm, and in my opinion 


shoula never be allowed. 


d 


LEAKE COUNTY. 
D. E. SULLIVAN, SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. I think there has been an improvement in the public 
&chool system under the “new law.” 

2. No change necessary. It only needs to be enforced. 

8. The public sentiment is favorable to a system of public 
schools. There is a difference of opinion in regard to the 
school law. I believe, however, that the leading teachers and 
representative men of the county are warm advocates of it. 

4. There is certainly a great improvement. Many teachers 
have found it necessary to make themselves more efficient or 
quit the profession, while a few others seem to think it better 
to get a license by procuring assistance than by preparing 
themselves to'stand on their own merits. I have been troubled 
by the latter class 

§. Laid them off in squares, 

6, I have. ` 

7. I think not, 

8. About fifteen. 

9. I am. , 

10. The effect is very good. No other system could take its 
place if County Superintendents will do their duty. 

11. Tie Institutes are a great benefit to teacher. Visitation 
of schools is also beneficial. It makes the Superintendent, more 
familiar with the management of the schools, and no doubt 
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secures better work irom teacher and pupils. I have three In- 
stitute districts. Profi W. W., Graham, of Walaut Grove, is 
manager of one. I take charge of the others. 

12. Schoo] houses are in bad condition. Not many are suita- 
ble for a winter term, About forty-five are frame—twenty-four 
log houses, Very few have desks and blackboards. 

18. Ido not. Very little effort on the part of patrons would 
secure good houses. 

14. [think it is. The enumeration made by teachers is not 
very accurate. i 

15. I would, not approve such change. 

16. Some have been sold, some not sald, 

17. Three months sold at discount. 

18. I think they are hetter than. divided session. 


LEE COUNTY. 5s 


W. E. PEGUES, SUPERINTENDENT, 


There was considerable dissatisfaction in changing from the 
old system to the new, but that is rapidly passing away. The 
present law grows in popularity, as its workings are seen. Pa- 
trons aid teachers are coming to understand it better, and it is^ 
now working smoothly, ` 

While I admit that changes might be beneficially made, I fear 
to see any alterations, "Theonly change I have to suggest is 
the size of the districts. In many localities 9 square miles 
should constitute a school district. With this exception lef us 
try the law, asitis, another two years. 

The present system has already given us better teachers. 
This is due to the rigid annual examinations and to the Insti- ` 
mes The boundaries of school districts are section lines and 
creeks. . i ; 

I have not prepared maps of the districts. As now districted 
ample school facilities are afforded. One-half our schools re- 
quire more than one teacher, I am furnished with an office 
and desk as the law requires. Visiting schools by Superinten- 
dent has had a good effect and will be more beneficial, 

I have three Institute districts for the white, and two forthe 
colored teachers, managed by J. R. Edmonds, W. R. Brooks, 
S. W. Smith and W, R. Wiley. About one-third of the school 
buildings do very well, and the rest are uncomfortable. Houses 
are mostly frame building, but open. Few well furnished. I 
would not advise the school fund to be appropriated to building 
houses, but to lengthening the term. Let us have permanency 
in districts, and the houses will be huilt. Judging from the 
census taken by the teachers, the basis of the State distribution 
is too small  —' ^ 

I regard continuous session the best feature in the law, and 
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know that for the. farming classes November, December, Jan- 
uary and February are the months when most of.the children 
can attend, It is sincerely to be hoped no change will be 
made in these clauses. 

The money received during-the last scholastic year was suf 
ficent to pay for all schools, but some of it was paid.on the out- 
standing warrants. 


E 


LEFLORE COUNTY. eos 


A. E. GARDNER, SUPERINTENDENT, 


In reply to your circular letter, I have to say that the work- 
ings of the publie:school system iu this county have been very 
satis.actory during the past scholastic year. 

Iseeno demand for any immediate ehange iu the preseut 
school law, except in the times for holding examinations. 

It occurs to me that it would be much better if Superintend- 
ents were given exclusive control of examinations, as under 
the present law it is impossible in this county for me to got a 
sutlicient number of teachers to take charge of the schools, 
from the number who attend the public examinations. The 
result has been that, in order to supply the demand for teachers, 
I have been forced to give private examinations, in violatio 
of the law, which could not be avoided, in order to run the 
schools. . : 

Public sentiment in this county in regard to the new law, is 
very tnvorable, It is commended very highly, especially those 
features which require the Superintendents to visit the schools, 
and the holding of Institutes, and the manner of paying 
teachers, i 

Our tcaçhers have improved considerably, so much so that 
nearly all of the old teachers have received certificates one 
grade higher than those they held hefore. 

There are about fourteen schools in this county that will 
require more than one teacher to conduct them. 

Yes, my office is provided with sufficient furniture to pre- 
serve the records of my office. 

The effect of the present system of examinations has been 
good, on the limited number who have applied for examination, 

The effect of the Institutes has been decidedly beneficial. I 
have noted the result with great pleasure, in tbe interest taken 
in them by teachers, and the consequent, improvement of the 
teachers. -My visits to their schools have also bad a good 
SE especially with those who were interested in their 
work, 

Our school-houses are in a very good condition, with a very 
few exceptions; have 24 frame buildings and 16 log houses 
used for schoo] purposes, of which numbers only 14 are pro- 
vided with desks and black-boards. | i 


x 
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Yes, I think it very advisable for the Board of Supervisors 
and School Board to appropriate any surplus in the treasury 
to building and repairing school houses, 

I think it would be better to open all the schools at the same 
time, as children trom one distriet would be prevented from 
going to à school in another district; at least it would be 
muchbetter in this county, as the negroes largely predominate. 

Our 16th sections are in a fine condition, with two or three 
exceptions, as you will notice fiom my annual report, 

Our school warrants are all cashed when presented, with a 
large surplus in the treasury. 

T think it very advisable that the sessions of the public 
schools should be continuous. 


eerie 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 
JAS. M. GRAFTON, SUPERINTENDENT. 


. 1. The publie school system is working well in our county, 

2. I know of nothing now to render it more efficient. 

3.- Public sentiment, as well as I can gather, is favorable to 
the system. 

4, We have improvement generally, in qualifieations and 
efficiency of teachers of thiscounty ; in some cases, very marked 
improvement. 

b. The County Scnool Board defined the boundaries, making 
each to contain 12 square miles, and at least 45 children to a 
school district. . " 

6. I have rough, temporary maps prepared, showing bound- 
aries of school districts, 

7. Ido not think it necessary to increase the number of 
school districts. The county school board made a few changes 
in some of the districts, without materially altering the bound- 
aries. : 

8. Two white and four colored. May need more than one 
teacher; time will tell. 

9. T am furnished with a desk in which to file and preserve 
papers, 

10. It makes teachers and applicants for schools more zealous 
and thorough in their studies. 

I1. The Institutes are highly appreciated by our teachers. 
We hold them on fourth Saturday in each schouastic month, at 
the court house. We cannot make separate districts for the 
races, but hold them apart, in different houses. A. J. Maxey 
is manager for white teachers, and P. F. Williams for colored. 

12, School-houses are generally comfortable; no log houses; 
but not well provided with desks and school furniture. 

18, Owing to the burning of our court-houge, and conse-: 
quon ee of publie records, our county is in debt considerably; 


“ 
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therefore taxes should be imposed as lightly as possible tiil we 
catch up. 

14. I suppose our enumeration iscorrect. Our teachers have 
been somewhat delinquent and careless in getting enumeration, 

' exvept only in enrolling those who attend school. 

15. Iam not in favor of changing the present time of opening 
and closing sehools. We are getting used to the present 
arrangement; let there be as few changes as possible. F 

16. I know but little relative to 16th sections; will try to 
inform myself, and report as soon as I can, 

i7. School warrants lor first aud second months paid on pre- 
sentation; on thira month's a small discount, on fourth 
month's warrants a considerable discount, bus the exact amount 
I cannot tell. 

18. 1 prefer the plan of continuous sessions. 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 
Wei. LIPSCOMB, SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. The present school law is well calculated to develop 4 suc- 
cessful public system in the State, and to advance the educa- 
tional interest of the people. It has worked.well in Lowndes 
county and needs only a few verbal alterations to make it ac- 
ceptable to the teachers and citizens. 

2. The following changes would be very judicious : (a.) Ghil- 
dren should be required to, attend school in their own districts; 
(b.) First grade teachers’ licenses should be good for 5 years; 
second grade for 3 years, and third grade, for 1 year; (e) 
County School Boards should be abolished, and their, duties 
assigned as heretofore, to the Board of Supervisors, who 
should be allowed pay for any additional time required to 
attend to school matters. 

5. The citizens of Lowndes county very highly appreciate the 
public school system and look to it very largely for the educa- 
tion of their children. 

4, The teachers are improving in qualifieation and efficiency. 

5. In arranging the school districts the County School Board 
endeavored to comply with the law both as tc limits and number 
of scholars, They made no districts less than 3x4 square miles, 
and were largely governed by section lines and the location of 
the established school houses in the county. 

6. Maps of school districts have been prepared, and printed 
plans of the districts kept for distribution. 

1. Every educable child in the county is included in a school 
district, and no more districts are necessary for present useful- 
ness. 

8. The attendance in the country schools is very variable, 
but five or six of them uniformly require an assistant teacher. 


— - 
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9. I am furnished with all necessary facilities, furniture, etc. 

10. Thé present system of examination of teachers is a very 
commendable one, and is accomplishing great good in the edu- 
cational improvement of the teachers. The preparation of the 
questions by the State Board, of Education is highly, to be 
commended, and the compulsory uniformity of the examination 
days all over the State prevents fraud and imposition. With 
the change suggested in answer 2, as -to the duration of the 
teacher's license, all objection on part of teachers would be ob- 
viated, and would induce a more careful preparation for the 
examinations required. 

11. The teachers jn the county are highly pleased with the 
institutes, and are glad to attend. The institutes promote study 
of text-books and methods of teaching, and introduce a pleas- 
ant social feature among the teachers of the county. School 
visitation every two years, at least, is absolutely necessary to 
give the Superintendent of Edueation a thorough knowledge of 
the educational condition and wants of his county. 

.. There are two white and two colored institute districts in 
Lowndes county—Prof. L. M, Barrow, manager for the white 
districts, and W, J. Mitchell and R, D. Littlejohn for the col- 
ored districts. The Superintendent of Education attends all 
the institutes possible, and gives such encouragement and assist- 
ance ss may be necessary. 

. 12. The shool-houses for th school year 1887-1888 will all be 
comfortable, well lighted, well ventilated, well warmed build- 
ings. The white school-houses are all framed buildings, All 
the colored school-houses except three are also framed build- 
‘ings. All have black-boards, and all desks enough for writing 
facilities. 

18. The Board of Supervisors and the County Superinten- 
dent of Education should have the authority to expend all 
balances in the treasnry, or any part thereof, as they think 
best promotive of the school interests of the county. Only 
declared balances should be thus disposed of. 

14. The Auditors statement of the enumeration of educable 
children in Lowndes county corresponds to that made by the 
County Assessor, viz: 11,199. The teachers’ enumeration is: 
very imperfect, and will continue so uniess children are required 
to attend school in their own districts. The Auditor ought, if 
possible, to pay the State distribution of the common school 
fund for one year, so as to meet the wants of one school year, 
and not divide, as is now the case. 

16. The schools should be required to open uniformly, as 
now, and to continue a full term without suspension, except for 
specifivd legal reasons. The present arrangement for school 
mro is preferable to any reduction or enlargement of 
imits. ; 

16, The 16th section school fund in Columbus School District 
is well cared for, and a few small amounts due other townships 
properly invested and the interest properly used." ` ` 
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17. School warrants are all paid in cash on demand at the 
county and.city treasury at the end of any school month. 

18. None but continuous schools should be allowed. Di- 
vided school terms are injurious to patrons, pupils und teachers, 
to cou atos and discipline. 


d 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF LOWNDES COUNTY, MISS. 


SCHOOL YEAR OF 1887. 
~The following statistics and facts are compiled from the 
books of the County Superintendent of Education and fur- 
nished for public information: : 


STATISTICAL. 
White. Colored. "Total, 
Number of schools... ....... 30 48 . T8 
Number of teachers......... a 40 56 96 
Number of educable children. . . 11,029 
Whole number in sehool......... 1446 3491 4,937 
Average monthly enrollment.. 1206 3806 4,512 
Average daily attendance... ... 944. 2416 3,360 
Average number to teacher... . 23 43 43 


Average monthly salary of 
teacher. ccc cceceerser cee. 848 00 $26 07 $35 96 


FINANCIAL. 

Received. Bal. from last year.. $13,828 74 
* — §tate distribution... 6,054. 16 

*  Qountylevy........ 10,322 02 

st Boll NER 222: oes 3,128 14 

» City leases,........ 2,898 56 

** — Other sources...... 1,069 08 

. Total. .... E $37,400 70 
Paid out. Teachers’ salaries. .$11,503 55 $8339 50 $19,843 05 
* — fup'tssalary....... - 120 00 

*  Miscel's expenses., .. 2,042 84 

NE vm $22,605 89 
Balance on hand. ............ 14,794 8I 
$37,400 70 


The above general statistics may be divided as follows: 
COLUMBUS SCHOOL DISTRIOT—-STATISTICAL, —— 
White. Colored. Total. 

Number of Schools... ......-. 1 2 8 


* 
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Number of teachers..........- 10 9 19 

Number of educable children... 1655 

Whole number in school...... 563 . 619 1182 

Average monthly enrollment... 431 478 904. 

Average daily attendance......... 859 343 702 

Average number to teacher. . 8 . 35 837 

Average monthly salary of ; 
READER coe eed ef aes $70 44 $8043 4846 34 
FINANCIAL, ^ ^ 

Received. Bal, on hand........ E $10,727 75 

$ State o P 2,685 04 

di County lev, Vy. ‘ 4,833 34 

“City e E S 2,398 56 

Total, v lus $20,594 78 

Paid out, Teachers salaries..$ 6340 05 $2465 00 $ 8,805 e 
£e Sup't's salary...... 288 

t- — Miscel's expenses... 1,097 72 

Total. even oaan $10,190 71 . 
Bal. on hand Oct. 1, 1887..... , 10,04 01 
e $20,594 78 


COUNTRY SÜHOOLS—STATISTICAL. 
White. Colored. Total. 


Number of schools. ........- 29 46 Tb 

Number of teachers .:..... .. 30 47 1I 

Number of educable children.. 9875 

‘Whole number in school. ...... 883 2889 91712 

Average monthly enrollment... 775 2838 3608 

Average daily attendance... ... 585 2073 2658 

Average number to teacher. . 19 d4 34 
Average monthly salary of 

teacher... .....eccee-. ... $83 35 $25 54 $29 40 

FINANCIAL, 

Received. Bal, on hand........... $ 3,100 99 

* — State distribution, . . 4,019 12 

* — County levy......:. 5,488 59 

e Polltsx..... ..... 98.198 14 

te Other sources...... d 1,069 68 

Totals... uus $16,805 99 

Paid out. Teachers’ salaries.. .$, 5163 50 $5874 50 $11,088 00 

*  Sup’t’s salary ..... 438 00 

* — Misce!s expenses.. ` 945 12 


ne maran mai i 


Total.......... $12,415 12 
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Balance on hand............ . 4,891 80 


816,805 92 


GENERAL FACTS. 


The school age, fixed by the State Constitution, is from five 
to 21 years of age. The school year begins October 1st and 
ends September 20th. The city school term is 9 months-—the, 
country school] term, 5 months. A school day is from 6 to $ 
teaching hours. The teachers’ salaries are paid in cash át the 
end of each month. The examination of teachers takes place 
each year during the months of September and May. ' 

'The following are the books now in use in the country. 
schools, viz: Swinton’s Spellers, MeGuffey's Readers, Maury's 
Geography, Harvey’s Grammar, Davies’ and Robinson's Arith- 
méties, Spencerian copy books, Appleten’s Science Primers, 
Krausi’s Drawing. 

The city schools use the following books, viz: Swinton’s 
Spellers, Appleton's, McGuffey’s, Swinton’s and Monroe's 
Readers, Read’s and Kellogg's Grammars, Appleton's and 
Swinton’s Geographies, Davies’ and Robinson’s Arithmeties, 
Well’s Philosophy, Youman's Botany, Morse's Zoology, Krausi's 
and Appleton's Drawing, Spencerian Copy Books, Barnes’ U. 
otn Allen & Greenough's Latin course, Tracy's Phys- 
iology. 


MAD'SON COUNTY. 


W. J. MHOON, SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. There is a very decided general improvement in the work- 
ing of publie school system in our county, compared with that 
of two years ago, which opinion is endorsed by the patrons of 
our schools. The teachers are becoming more efficient and the 
people more reconciled to public school system than ever be- 
fore. 

2. I would recommend that the school law be so changed or 
amended, that trustees of all colored schools be appointed by 
Superintendent instead of being elected by patrona; this in or- 
der to prevent contention and consequent dissatisfaction result- 
ing mainly from bribes offered by candidates for teachers’ 
position. . 

9. The prejudice entertained against the public system has 
almost disappeared, and as now conducted is generally en- 
dorsed most heartily by the publie sentiment of the county. 

4. Jt affords me pleasure to'state that siuce the inauguration 
of the present system a very decided improvementin the quali- 
fications and efficiency of our teachers’ is very plainly mani- 
fested, owing in a great measure to the Institutes and rigid 
examinations. 
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5. Section lines and in some instances creeks. are impassable 
obstruction. 

6. Have not as yet, but ean at a moments notice. 

T. With the present population it will not be necessary. - 

, 8. The white schools as a general thing are small, not more 
than three in county requiring assistant, The colored are large 
and propably one-third is entitled to an assistant, if it were 
deemed advisable, The greatest number of colored pupils are 
chart pupils and ean be classed so as to be managed by one 
teacher, 

9. Yes: N 

10, The teachers were disposed at first to be dissatisfied, but 
have now become reconciled, The examinations and conse- 
quent improvement of teachers have done more than anything 
else to remove the prejudice against the public school system, 
. 11, The Institutes improve the teachers in every paticular— 
prepare them for the examinations—and learn them the latest 
improved methods, We have three Institute districts for each 
race. Whites, Mrs. Webster, No. 1, Chas. Galloway, No. 2, 
Wm. Baskin, No. 3. Colored, S. W. Léwis, No. 1, W. W. Davis, 
No. 2, F. W. Sims, No. 8. By visiting the schools is the only 
way that the Superintendeut can judge of the executive ability 
of teacher, advancement of pupils and condition of school 
houses, etc. ` 

12. The people as a general thing are poorly provided with 
houses and school furniture, hut they are beginning to take 
more interest, and I think the time is not far distant when we 
will have good houses, furniture, ete. About eight-tenths are 
frame houses and about the same per cent have blackboards. 

18. The people generally prefer to have five months school 
and are more than willing to build their own houses provided 
they can have that length of session, 

14. The enumeration is about as correct as we ean make it at 
present. That made by teachers is as yet very imperfect, bnt 
I think I will perfect in the course of one or two months more. 

15. I think it would be best where school houses are iu good 
repair to always open in November, I find that it suits the 
convenience of the majority, and besides they are so much bet- 
ter attended than the summer schools, that I would strenuously 
advise that November be the time to open session, Would an- 
swer in the affirmative to the last clause. 

16. There are only a few townships in our county that have 
any money to their credit, The money was squandered under 
Radical rule. The money is loaned at ten per cent. on good 
security and what there is, is perfectly safe. 

17. None, I am proud«to say. 


18. Continuous sessions by all means. 
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MARION COUNTY. . 
H. A. BARNES, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Below you will tind my narrative report to-wit : 

1. There is not as much interest taken in the public schools 
as there should be. 

2. To require patrons applying for a school to furnish a 
good school house and desk before allowing the sehool. ^. , 

3. Publie sentiment is in favor of the present system of 
schools. 

4. There is considerable improvement in qualification of 
teachers, . i : 

9. County School board did not define school districts; the 
county is so large the commissioners said they didn't know 
how it could be done correctly; each school is located as a 
school district. : 

6. I have prepared no maps showing sections embraced in 
districts, 

7. Tt will not be necessary to increase the number of schoo 
districts. : Í 

8. Eight schools will require more than one teacher. 

9. My office is poorly furnished. 

10. Effect of present examination is very good, though some 
teachers object. 

11. The effect of Institutes is good; also some good by Su- 
perintendent visiting schools, Y have three Institute districts, 
A. L. Summer, J. R. George and J. R. Regan are managers. I 
attended most of the Institutes myself. 

12. Condition of school houses not good; 12 frame buildings, 
58 log houses, 20 furnished with blackboards and desk. 

13. I do not. 

14. It is eorreet and compares with that made by teachers. 

15. I would not. 

16. Some sold and some unsold; a small amount of money in 
the treasury arising from said sales. ; 

17, None. 

18. I prefer continuous sessions, 


MARSHALL COUNTY. 
E. D, MILLER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I. Public education is about all that we have. Our public 
school system seems to work well All classes attend our public 
schools. 

2. This is somewhat difficult to arfswer. The defects are 
many. The present law discourages rather than encourages 
our schools of high grade. These schools, which are a neces- 
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sity, should be better provided for in a pecuniary way; it does 
uot provide for sparsely settled districts; the spring term should 
commence the first of March; it does not suit this county to 
commence the winter term earlier than the first of January; 
third grade teachers’ salaries are too small; examination of 
teachers not sufficiently guarded; teachers’ institutes should be 
held in warm weather, say September, and those who do not 
attend should not be entitled to teacher's license ; school-houses 
shone be put in comfortable condition by the ‘patrons, or no 
School. g 

These are among the leading changes that I would manke. 

3, Public sentiment is generally favorable. '. 

4, I think there is some improvement. Our best teachers 
are constantly seeking more eligible situations. This makes it 
necessary each year to einploy a large per cent. of inexperienced 
teachers, There is, however, a general disposition to study, so 
that, upon the whole, there is improvement, 

School journals and works upon school management and 


methods of instruction ave well circulated. 


5. They gave the required number of square miles to each 
school and often inany more, and divided the distance. Some- 
times it was impracticable to make a district, because twenty 
childrensthe minimum school, could not be found on thirty 
square miles, This provision in the law is entirely unsuited to 
Marshall county, 

6. [have a map that shows every section in the county. 

7. Yes; if the law ts modified so it caa be done. 

8. About ten. 

9. Yes, 

10. The general effect is good, and, if properly guarded, would 
soon bea powerful means of improving our teachers. 

11. They are not generally well attended on account of inclem- 
ent weather, Five-sixths of our teachers are females. Those 
who attend are benefitted. The Superintendent’s visits are 
helpful. I have five districts. T. B. Winston, A. M. Moore, 
Miss Kittie Bowen, E. J. Marett, S. W. Mullins; colored not 
yet named. 

12. Many of them are in bad condition. Colored schools fre- 
quently taught in churches which are usually very open 

The white school houses are generally good. There are 
about forty frame buildings, twenty iog, two brick and a few in 
churches, Ri 

13. No. It should be the duty of the patrons alone, other- 
wise there will never be an end to thé expense. 

i4. Yes; as near as we can get it. The teachers’ enumera- 
tion is almost worthless, 

15. No. 

16. Have none. Weare in the Chickasw country. 

17. Two. 

18. The theory is good, butit is not practicable in this coun- 
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ty. Our schools have five months, but practically, last year, 
we had but three. Thas is, the first and fifth months those able 
to work were in the fields, so thata tew small children made 
the schools during these two months; the average attendance 
varied from two to ten. 

The law should be flexible so as to suit the condition of the 
rural districts. Some schools want eountinuous sessions; others 
want their schools to commence in March; but the large major- 
ity want the session divided. The Jaw should accommodate all 
these within reasonable limits. 


. MONROE COUNTY. 
E. P. THOMPSON, SUPERINTENDENT. 


WORKINGS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM. 


The school system inaugurated by the Legislature of 1886 has 
proven, in the main, satistactory and without undue friction in 
this county, remarkably so, considering the radical revolution 
evolved and put in motion by it. That it has opposition is to 
be taken for granted. ‘That it will triumph if persevered in, 
adopting now and then amendments, as the need thereof be- 
comes apparent, is to my mind very clear. 


CHANGES. IF ANY, REQUIRED IN: SCHOOL LAW, 

In my judgment, the ane great imperative and primary need 
of every free school system, is a cumpulsory feature, T may be 
extrene, but it is my opinion, deliberately uttered, that pertec- 
tion, or anything like a full measure of godd to the masses, is 
impossible to any measure of public education that does not 
embrace rigid and strictly enforced compulsory attendance. 
The very class of children mos:ly in need of free school advan- 
tages is, in nine cases Gut of ten, debarred by the alleged needs 
ot work at home—breeding at onee a spirit of indifference to 
education, and a lasting dislike to books and all school dis- 
cipline. 

PUBLIC SENTIMENT, 


The reliable and more intelligent sentiment of this county is 
generally commendatory of the present school system. 
IMPROVEMENT OF TEACHERS, 
Is decided and marked, 


DEFINE BOUNDARIES OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS, 


By locating school houses in most eligible location and, radi- 
ating them three miles in every direction. The plan complies 
with the law, and it appears is satisfactory to 99 per cent. 
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MAPS, 


We are without maps. In fact, in many neighborhoods the 
population is shifting each year, hence it is urged that maps 
could not be used longer than one year. We have, as yet, ex- 
perienced no need to increase the school districts. The planis; - 
in large schools, to place assistant teacher in another locality, 
a mile or more distant from principal school, and this gives in- 
creased facilities without increased outlay, . 


SCHOOLS REQUIRING ASSISTANT TEACHERS, 


Ten white and thirty-three colored schools will require from 
one to five assistants, Lam furnished office, desk, &c. 


EEFEGT OF EXAMINATIONS. 


Is to increase the text-book ability of all applicants for license. 
It is irksome to older teachers, and I would suggest that a pro- 
fessional license, first for two years, then for five years, be issued 
at discretion of County Superintendents. 


VISITS BY COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 


On the whole do good, inasmuch as it acquaints him more 
closely with school localities, the houses and appurtenances, &v., 
&c., &c, 

2 INSTITUTES. 


I would recommend as substitute for monthly sessions during 
school term, a Summer Institute lasting one month, and held in 
some central location, a competent teacher employed, to be paid 
out of Institute fund, as now, increased if need be, by a suffi- 
cient amount from county school fund, not to exceed, say $200, 
This would result in permanent good to teachers, and ultimately 
to publie education. The present method of holding Institutes 
is good enough, éutin rural districts attendance cannot be enforced, 
for the reason of bad roads, swollen streams, lack of conveyance, 
&c., excuses that are good during winter months, during which 
a large majority of the schools are taught. Three held monthly 
in this county,—E. E. Cowley, Jno. G. Crosby, J. P. Sims, (6) 
managers. 

CONDITION OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 


Indifferent, bad, worse. Churches greatly used. log houses 
built by patrons, but mainly unfit for the purpose. Ido think 
most positively that School Board-and County Supervisors 
should be allowed to build and improve schoo! houses. In this 
way only van good honaes be had and permanently established. 

BASIS OF STATE DISTR(BUTION 
Is correct, as far as I am able to learn. 
ALLOWING TRUSTEES 'fO OPEN SCHOOLS, 


Ido not think thatit would be safe to allow trustees to open 
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the schools at any time during the year, It would do no good, 
and might and would do great harm in loosening the system. 


SIXTEENTH SECTION. 
In this county is a pine barren, and valueless. 


SCHOOL WARRANTS. 
Monroe county pays cash first and last, and all the time, 
dating back three years. "M 


CONTINUOUS SESSIONS, 


The enforcement of continuous sessions is in my opinion the 
very best and most useful ofthe ’86 statutes. A month now, a 
month then, scattered through a twelve-month, comes as near 
to no school at all ascould be reached without repealing the 
whole system in foto. ; 


——— 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 
W. F. M'WILLIAMS. SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. An efficient Board of Education was secured as directed 
under thelaw. The county was divided into distriets contain- 
ing the required number of square miles. Some confusion and 
trouble followed this change, as might have been expected, but 
time and some few changes made at, the last meeting of our 
Board of Education has brought about satisfaction. Trustees 


~are generally elected regularly. Good and experienced teachers 


of first qualification are demande. and obtained for white schools, 
and secon’ grade teachers for colored schools, with a few ex- 
ceptions. 

2, Would not advise any change in the school law unless it 
be to make the districts nine miles square instead of twelve. A 
change in the law allowing only so much tax to be levied for 
all purposes seems imperative. The board of supervisors in 
Montgomery county are not able to levy sufficient tax to main- 
tain our schools four months according to the provisions of the 
law requiring them to levy tax sufficient for a term of four 
months, because the law above mentioned renders the school 
law inoperative, Only about the same amount of tax is levied 
in our county as was levied under the old law. Our county 
for many years bas only had furds enough to maintain our 
schools for three months. Superintendents who preceded me 
were compelled either every year or every two years to reduce 
the time to two months, and I have also done the same in order 
to keep our county out of debt, We have 5,000 children. Our 
Board of Education has established 80 schools independent of 
Winona. To maintain those schools we have funds only.to the 
amount of eight or nine thousand dollars per annum, “Our 
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people call for first grade teachers for white schools, 50 in num- 
ber, with but two or three exceptions. Our schools require 100 
teachers; 80 teachers at an average of $28 per teacner would 
use up all our funds as the tax is now levied by our boari of 
supervisors, ànd leave nothing for assistants. 

, Our observation and experience as Superintendent, for 
nearly four years convinces us that the present system of free 
schools is constantly gaining in the favor of the people. I am 
satisfied were it left to a vote of the people they would not only 
uphold the sysvem of four months but would vote themselves 
to be taxed sufficient to pay for an additional four months. 
There is a greater interest manifested and a greater determina- 
tiou to avail themselves of all the time granted by law and a 
greater expression of opinion that the schools should coutinue 
longer. l : j 

ig Our county is supplied with a good corps of teachers— 
one-third male, two thirds female. They have qualified them- 
selves}for their duties as teachers,arecalled upon bythe different 
communitics,in our county and requested to take the schools,and 
if any come from another county and succeed in getting a position 
they are certain to be well qualified and bring good references. 

5. As nearly in accordance with their understanding of the 
laws as possible, only varying in those cases named in the- law 
made by impassable streams and where great injustice would 
be prattised upon patrons of schools. . 

6. Maps of each supervisor's district were made under the su- 
pervision of each member of the Board of Education giving ail 
necessary knowledge of the work to be done: 

T. In addition to the work of 1st of August, 1886, some few 
important changes were made at the meeting of the Board of 
Education the present year, which gives as good a chance of 
&ttendance as could be effected uuder the law as it now stands. 
And any change now in regard to location of sehools would 
cause confusion and dissatisfaction. : 

8. During the year just ended ass'stants were employed for 
ten white schools and eight colored. 

9, Office and desk and all necessary furniture furnished Su- 
perintendent. 

10. The present system of examination has a tendency to 
deter those who may have some ides of their own incapacity, 
while those knowing their own qualifications do not hesitate to 
come forward and prove their ability. This system is gradually 
crowding out the inefficient, and those proficient in qualification 
and ability are coming forward to take their places. 

11. Our county is divided into three Institute Districts for 
white teachers, These Institutes are held under the manage: 
ment of Prof, A. J. Aven, Prof. G. J. Weissinger, and Dr. J. 
W, Armstrong, and hold their Institutes respectively at 
Winona Female College, Lodi Academy, and Poplar Creek Male 
and Female Academy ; and into one district for colored teach- 
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ers, Institute held in the town of Winona. Our Institutes 
would be more effective if all the schools were taught at the 

same time so that all the teachers of each district would meet 
together and by numbers awaken a livelier interest in the inter- 

change of thoughts and opinions. A majority of teachers 

have taken an interest in them, and expressed a decided opin- 

ion in favor of their advantage to the teacher. Visitation of, 
schools has aroused teachers to a more thorough performance 

of duties and enabled the Superintendent to see the condition 

of houses and furnituro, and has given him an opportunity to 
stimulate patrons to furnish better houses and better facilities 

for the eaucation of their children. 

12. While nearly ali are supplied with black-boards, many 
through want of means do not have as good desks as itis desir- 
able they should have; (3-4) three-fourths of the school. 
houses for white pupils are frame buildings; (3-4) three-fourths 
of the school-houses for colored pupils are log houses, In 
some instances during the past year churches have been used. 
Both white and colored are building frame houses at the places 
designated by the Board of Education. 

18. We deemitinadvisable. Inasmuch as some have already 
good houses it is incumbent on the balance to do likewise. 
All pay taxes alice, and unless each district received a fair 
share dissatisfaction would be the result. The white man 
already pays the greater share of the expenses of the colored 
man’s child, and consequently the colored man ought at least 
to be interested enough in the education of his child to furnish 
the school-honse, and not bother the white man with an addi- 
tional tax to build him a school-house. 

14, The basis on which the distribution is made is pro»ably 
correct. Compared with the enumeration of educable children 
in our county our proportionable share is about right. Last 
year we got more than three thousand, which is near the cor- 
rect, and this year about as much less, : 

15. Would not approve such a change. Uniformity of time 
is most dcsirable, It puts the teachers all in the field at once, 
and thas renders our Institutes more interesting and prevents 
patrons sending to two schools should they fail to make their 
full time at the school to which they have sent, as their own. 

16, One-half section in litigation, and the usual amount of 
interest on the sum of two lmadred dollars as the notes fall 
due. The balance was swept away by the war. 

We have no money on hand at the opening of schools in No- 
vember, State appropriation in January is applied to payment 
of first month warrants. Ifthe money is needed by the teach- 
ers they can always be cashed at a very small discount. Second 
and third months, unless held up until taxes are paid in full, 
are subject to a discount of 10 per cent., and fourth month toa 
discount of 123 or 15 per cent. Under the old law 3 mills on 
the dollar was levied and only 34 under the new, leaving us in 
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the same condition as before, viz; to maintain 80 schools or 
pay 100 teachers for four months with eight or at best nine 
thousand dollars. 

18. Continuous sessions are preferableand are of much more 
benefit to pupils if taught commencing in November. There 
are too many obstacles in the way of a four months term com- 
mencing in June. The warm weather, sickness, the great de- 
mand for labor in June, and cotton picking in September, and 
also the great number of protracted meetings in July and Au- 
gust, all united deprive the.teachers and students of more than 
a three months term, and if the four months were divided and 
two months given in winter and two in July and Angust, on 
an average the school will only amount to about six weeks in 
summer, Good, warm houses with well qualified teachers and 
"with regular attendance from' lst of November to March is 
what we need to make the free school system effective in Mis- 
sissippi. 
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NESHOBA COUNTY. 
A. M. BYRD, SUPERINTENDENT. 


The following report I will submit as per request of your circu- 
lar letter I received a few days ago. To your first interroga- 
tory I will say : . 

The publie school system works well—more economical and 
much more advantageous than the old system. It is gradually 
growing into the favor of the people. 

2. To divide the term into two sessions if the Trustees and 
Superintendent think it best. 

3. Has been against it, but think the people are more con- 
siderate and will yet endorse it. 

4, Decided improvement in the qualifications of teachers— 
they have gone to work in "dead earnest" to meet the examina 
tion. 

5. By section lines. 

6. Have not. 

7. Think not. 

8. About ten. 

9, An office, but no desk by the county. 

10. It is producing a more thoroughly qualified class of- 
teachers. ` 

11. The Institutes causes uniformity and improvement in the 
system of teaching the various branches, Have three Institute 
districts for whites and two for colored teachers. Prof. R. M. 
Evans, P. G. Walton and'H. S. McGee (col.) are the managers. 

12. Very inferior—about fifteen frame buildings and about 
thirty log houses—only partially supplied with black-boards, 
desks, etc. 
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18. Ithink it not advisable. K 

l4, Think it incorrect. The reports of teachers, and.con- 
sidering the vast number of our schoois, show the enumeration 
to be less than the actual number of edutable children. j 

15. Nu, indeed 2 

16. The greater part has.been leased for ninety-nine years 
by the board of supervisors, and the money loaned out at 
interest at 10 per cent., which brings in about $110.00 annually. 

17. none. £s 

18. Think it should be left to the discretion of the Trustees 
and Superiotendent. ‘In this county the children are obliged 
to labor during certain months of the year, which render it 
difficult to keep the schools running four months consecutively. 


NOXUBEE COUNTY. 


E. A, PACE, SUPERINTENDENT, 


1. The public school system works well, in the main, under 
the present school law; much more satisfactory than under the 
old regime. 

The County Superintendent should be paid at least one thous 
sand dollars per year. and all expenses of traveling, etc, said 
salary not to be dependent on any action of the board of supers 
visois, and be required to devote all his time to the work per- 
taining to his office, 

Section 23 should require but two instead of three Saturdays 
to be devoted to Institute work, in order to harmonize with 
section 18. Š 

Section 35 should require an enumeration of the educable 
children in each school district before opening school in same, 
in order to enable the County Superintendent to contraot intel- 
ligently with teachers. 

Section 36 should be so worded as to eompel the selection 
of one trustee for each school-board, who possesses a fair 
Englisn education, and to this end, only two of each school- 
board should be required to be patrons, (In this county such 
a provision is a necessity, to insure the proper supervision of 
colored schools by competent trustees.) 

Section 38 should be so changed as to require two instead of 
one annual meeting of the County School Board, and should 
provide more remuneration for members of said board. 

Section 41 should contain a proviso allowing schools located 
in sparsely settled districts where there are less than twenty 
educable children, 

Section 45 should be more specific, either allowing children 
to attend schools out of their own districts, under certain 
restrictions, or prohibit same altogether. 
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Section 54 should provide for an even instead of an odd num- 
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ber of examination days in each of the months named, and 
should make specific provision for other examinations, or forbid 
them, so as to prevent uncertainty in relation thereto. More 
than one day should be allowed, when needed, in which to com- 
plete first grade examinations. 

Section 55 might permit County Superintendents co grant.a 
teacher's license for two years, to applicants making a general 
average of over 90 per cent, o 

Section 57 should allow first-grade principals a maximum 
salary of more than fifty-five dollars per month, 

Section 67 should be changed so that summer schools may 
open exrlier than June Ist, when necessary, to give time for the 
completion of the school term before the expiration of the 
scholastic year. o 

3. Public sentiment of this county is not unfavorable to 
publie schools. . , 


4, Under the present law teachers have improved in qualifi- 
cations and efficiency not less than 20 per cent. 
, 5. Bv land lines, mainly, though sometimes by public roads, 
and frequently by water courses. . f 

6. No, though T contemplate doing so soon. 

T. Not under the present law. 

8. About one-third. 

9. Yes. 


10. Some “ friction," but general results highly advantageous. 

ll. Effects of Institutes good, and ol visitations by Superin- 
‘tendent better, Have three Institute districts. Prof. W. P. 
Minor, of Macon, and Rev. L. M, Stone, of Shuqulak, Institute 
managers. 

12, Condition of houses for white schools fair. but for colored 
schools, very poor indeed. About two-thirds of all school 
houses are framed, one-third log. Not more than a half dozen 
school-houses in the county are provided with patent desks, 
and not more than one-third with desks of any kind, though a 
majority have black- boards. 


18. Yes, where neighborhoods will furnish an equal amount 
for the same purpose ; the title to vest in the county. 

14, Yes, enumeration by teachers is not sufficiently complete 
to say how they compare. Several sections of my county have 
not been ineluded in any school district, hencechildren in these 
have not been enumerated by any teacher, and consequently 
said enumeration is necessarily incomplete, or at least, does 
not embrace all the children in the county. 

15, Yes, under some restrictions. hog 

16. All lost under the old regime, perhaps, prior to the 
enaeting of a publio school law in this State in 1870. 

17. None at all. j 


. 18, ns for the schools, but not so satisfactory.to teachers. 
11- 
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-OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. - 


L. A. FORT, SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. Not entirely satisfactory ag yet. 

2. Continued changes confuse’ the people, so would advise 
remaining as it is until the people better understand, when, I 
think, they will be more pleased. LUE 

3. Our people are growing more aud more interested id and 
satisfied with the inanagement of public schools. e: 

4, A decided improvement during the past year. 

b. Into townships, ranges, sections and sub-sections. 

6. I have. 

T. An increase is necessary, but cannot be effected unless an 
increase of funds. . l 

8. Whites, 2. Colored, 7. 

9. Iam. j 

10. These examinations have had a moust wonderful influence 
to improve and better quality our teachers. 

11. In consequence of only one Iusztute for each color, the 
distance to some, arriving af different hours, they have not 
succeeded so well as bopel. That for whites, managed by W. 
E. Saunders, Col. C. E. Moody. The visits from Superintend- 
ent have had a very beneficial effect. 7 

12. The greater number being comfortable, colored people 
use generally their churches ; three log houses; quite 4 small 
number supplied with desks, Black-boards, &c. 

13. Ido not. 

14. Itis. That of teachers too imperfect to manage. This 
has vaused more annoyance, getting teachers and patrons to 
p ned the enumeration, than any other business in the 
ollice, 

15. I would not ; not advisable in a county thinly settled, 

16. All of 16th section is in money, secured by- mortgages, 
paying annually into treasury $1500,00. 

17. Having always managed to have a surplus on hand, have 
never sold & warrant. ` E 

18. lendorse most heartily, having always advocated con- 
tinuous sessions. 
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PANOLA COUNTY. 


J. A. RAINWATER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. The public schools of my county are working under the 
new law, in many respects, better than they did under the old 
law. Our ‘schools are well attended, and -our teachers are 

' progressing rapidly. , = ES 
2. I think that.& change for & smaller school district in cer- 
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tain cases.should be provided for, I think that the duties of 
the County Superintendent are very’ onerous for the pay. I 
think that the duties of the Superintendent are no more than 
the schools require for their efficiency, but ít takes all of 12 , 
months in my county to attend to the duties of my office. T do 
more riling, I think, than the sherif and all his deputies. I 
do more writing in my office than almost any officer fn the 
county. Lattend to the distribution and look after more of 
the finances than the Board of Supervisors. Iget more abusing 
that all the officers in the county. I furnish my own convey- 
ance, pay my own expenses, and work at /easf tea months in 
the year, All for $800. This is not enough. Itis not economy 
io cut down the salaries of efficient officers. 

3. The system of publie schools is growing in favor with the 
people of our county. | 

4. The qualification of our teachers is improving. 

5. By section lines, usually. 

6. Ves; of toth white and colored. 

"7. Yes; in some localities. 

' 8. 80 aut of 105. 

9. Yes. 

10. It is about the best that we can do for the State, but it 
is not satisfactory in my county. 

11. Good. Two districts, and I attended them myself, by 

special request of my teachers. I held one in each district for 
each color, once per month, which required four Saturdays in 
the month, I paid off my teachers each Saturday, at the same 
place, by having a clerk to issue certificatés for me each Satur- 
day. 
12. As a general thing, not good. About half of our houses 
‘are frame houses. The moat of our negro schools are in their 
churches. Biack-boards and charts are used in almost all of 
our schools. We have very few houses furnished with the pat- 
ent desk and seat, but common wooden desks are in the most 
of-onrschools, — . > : 

18. No—most emphatically. 

14. About. Nearly the same. See Report, 

15. Jo. Yess ; 

16. It is all included in the “Chickasaw fund.” 

17. None. We pay cash. 

18. I think it the best, although it does nos suit our farmers. 


PEDE We. IIR PERRY COUNTY. 
Mn GEO. D. HARTEIELD, SUPERINTENDENT, 
. Ju answer to your printed circular I submit the following in 


-place of narrative report. -, |. E 
. A The Public, School system. works tolerably weil in Perry 
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county. Some little dissatisfaction on account of changes in 
the law, but I think these in the main arise from ignorance of 
the law, and will eventually disappear, with enlightenment. 

2. Section 29 I think should be so modified as to exempt 
the teachers from paying for examination. "Their salaries are 
small enough without reduction by extras. 

Sections 49 to 53 I think do not go for enough in thew re 
quirements. I respectfully submit that none should hold first- 
grade certificates except first-class scholars, and by that I 
mean that first-grade teachers should either hold diplomas from 
reputable Institutions or possess attaisments equivalent 
thereto. 

Section 54 is highly obtectionable in several points. First, 
I submit that County Superintendents should be allowed to ex- 
amine applicants at any time before the commencement of thé 
Schools. Second, the section “by implication at least, im- 
peaches the integrity of County Superintendents as a class, by 
forbidding them to inspect the questions until the teachers 
have assembled. I think County Superintendents us a class 
are unjustly dealt with in the section. 

Section 67 has been fruitful of misunderstanding, and 
should be so changed as to show what its real meaning is. 

-Section 68 makes provision for closing the Public Schools 
for Christmas holidays, but does not state whether the teacher 
or patrons shall lose the time. In practice the loss falls on tae 
teacher, which I think unjust. 

Section 72—Sixth, provision evidently intends to force all 
the Public Schools to be taught in summer bz forbidding the 
County Treasurer to pay all warrants of the winter term as they 
fall due. This I think should be changed. 

4, There is marked improvement in the qualification and 
efficiency of teachers, and a corresponding increase in numbers, 
especially of the colored class. i 

5. The County Board defined the limits of districts by geo- 
graphical or topographical bounds without reference to town- 
ships. 

6. No maps prepared. 

7. It would be necessary to increase the number of districts, 
but without money it is useless, 

8. About 4. ; 

9. No. 

10. The effect of the present system of examinations is to 
deter many from applying. The effect upon the schools and 
efficiency of the teachersis marked for good. I approve of the 
system cordially except as above indicated. 

1l. Institutes have not been fully tested yet. T incline to the 
opinion that they will prove of great benefit, School recitations 
are productive of much advantage to teachers and pupils. Have 
only one Institute district at present, ‘The number of teachers 
not sufficiant for a greater number. R. C. R. Avery, colored 
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Institute manager. County Superintendent manager of white, 

12. School houses generally inferior; 4 frame buildings, about 
20 log; 4 provided with blackboards, 3: with desk. 

18. I do not think it advisable to appropriate any portion of 
the sebool fund ior other purpose than to paying teachers. 
None above what is required to support the senools 4 months, 

l4. Ido not think the enumeration correct, The number is 
. eonsiderahly fess than the actual school population. 

15. I would not approve a change inthe law allowing trus- 
tees to open schools at any time during the year. It is useless 
in this county to increase the number of districts unless some 
Means could be devised to increase the taxable property of the 
county. a 

16. 16th sections leased for 99 years before the war, 

17, All except the first month in the winter term, None in 
the summer term, 

18. Continuous sessions in my opinion are advisable on all 
accounts, Finally, I would suggest that the present school law 
with some minor amendmeuts should be given a fairshow. Al 
though erude in some respects, yet iv is so for superior as a 
whole to any former school laws in this State that I trust the 
next Legislature will deal very gently with its provisions, 


pa 


PRENTISS COUNTY. 
ni G, R. LAGY, St PERINTEN DENT. 


Duar Sm :— Please find enclosed my annual report, which I 
hope is in the main what you wished. You will notice that the 
enrollment is very small. This is due to the fact that there was 
& great deal of opposition to the law at the commencement of the 
winter term. Those opposed to it sought to make it odious by 
withholding their children from school, and pronouncing it a fail- 
ure, in that teachers were getting pay for something that they 
were not doing. This spirit continued among some during the 
entire winter term. Hence the enrollment last winter was very 
small. In the summer it was much better. People had become 
more disposed to give it a trial, but the number of my summer 
schools was small compared to my winter school, and though the 
attendance then was never better in this county, still it did not 
redeem the enrollment from falling uncommonly law. 

1. This has-been answered in part. I will further add that the 
workings have been very satisfactory to those who have acted in 
good faith towards the law. 

2. I cannot recommend many changes. First, £ would say 
though that in order to make the publie schools a complete 
success we must reach the masses, or all the ehildren, with an 
effective system, We can reach the children better by permit- 
ting the trustees of schools to divide the term, but when we 
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have reached them we ave impavient to accomplish the purpose’ 
for which we have sought them. So I do not know what should 
be done about this continuous term feature, It is four-fold’ 
more effective than a divided term; but we can't get the atten- 
dance that we ought to have. I think; however, that the atten- 
dance for this next year will be much better than forthe one 
just past, for the reason that the people are more reconciled to 
it. ; iuh 

Next, I would allow the commissioners pay for the work they 
do in arranging schools. 

8. This is the only thing in the way of the successful opera- 
tion of yourlaw. Tt has ever been the great obstacle in the 
way, but I am glad to say that itis giving place to one more in 
favor of your law, i 

4. It is marked. i 

5. They drew boundaries around them on maps previously 
prepared for that purpose. Consulting as much as possible the 
convenience of the publie in locating districts and locating 
houses. 

6. I have. : 

7. We have added three or four this year, It may he neces- 
sary to add one or two more. 

8. I had assistants in abont teu schools this summer ‘There 
are in all about twenty five that ought to have them, it their at- 
tendance was good. 

9. Iam. 

10. It is the best system we have had. It causes teachers to 
apply themselves more than eyer before. 

11. They cause more study. It causes a kind of rivalry 
among teachers, who can have the best school to exhibit, and 
it also gives the Superintendent more knowledge of the rela. 
tive efficiency of his teachers. 

12, Our houses are not gnod; about balf are log honses and 
halí framed or boxed houses. 

13. I should think that it would be advisable, if we have at 
any time the money to spare, 

14. I cannot say. The enumeration made by teachers is 
somewhat in excess of the enumeration of 1875. 

15. I don’t think that this would do, unless the Superinten 
dent is paid more, besides the confusion of the institutes 
would be very great, it seems tó me, I should not object to 
the latter. s : 

16. It was sold some years ago, and the proceeds are held by 
the county a permanent fund, which is loaned to parties who 
give both personal security and landed. We have about $5,000 
loased in this way, which draws 8 per cent, 


17. One only. 
18. My opinion, if Ihave any, was given in my answer to 
several questions. : 


~ 
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PONTOTOC COUNTY. . 


. A. O. NEWELL, SUPERINTENDENT. 


In making my narrative report.of the workings of the public 
school system ip my county, I beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing : 

. The present system is working well at present. ; 

There was much dissatisfaction at first, owing’ to the many 
changes; bnt as these changes have resulted im good, the 
patrons are beginning to see the efficiency of the law. 

The teachers, as a body, have given their hearty: approval 
and endorsement of the present system, and wish but few if 
any changes to be made in the law. 

The examinations and Institutes have added materially 
the efficiency of our tethers, ‘The first has caused them 
apply themselves more assiduously to their text-books. 

The recent cxamination papers show-an improvement of 
over 20 per cent. above those of last year. The Institutes have 
béen beneficial mostly in methods ‘and in the interest of their 
work. AH are brought together, and the inspiration received 
is carried to their respective schools. , " 

During last July and August a summer Normal for whites 
was condueted for six weeks in the town of Pontotoc, bv Profs. 
J. G. Deupree and J. M. Carter. More than forty teachers 
from. this and other counties were in reguiar attendance as 
students, and many more were frequent visitors of the Norma]. 
Earnest and faithful work was done by both students and 
instructors. 

Many teachers are already looking forward with interest to 
the next summer term. Another school of similar character 
was conducted by Prof. B. M. Bell, of the Mississippi Normal, 
with 25 or 30 in attendance; will be larger next year. 

The visitation of the schools has been of benefit, by inciting 
the pupils and teachers to better work. , The children wish to be 
prepared when the Superintendent comes, and the teachers can 
use this as 4 stimulus, : 

In these visits the patrons can be seen and talked with. The 
teacher feels that his salary and reputation depend much upon 
the good or bad impression his school makes upon the ;Superin- 
tendent. Rt ] 
. Tbe continuous sessions is one of the best features in the 

at and Ido hope no change will be made in this respect, at 
east. 

It continuous sessions are done away with, then let's abolish. 
public schools entirely, for less than four months at » time is 
almost equivalent to no school. The months of November, De-, 
cember, January and February are the ones for the schools to 
be taught. Children can be better spared from the fields then 
than at any other time. A. few of my schools tried the summer 
term last session, but they sre all talking the winter term now. 
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I favor the plan of requiring all schools of a term to begin 
on the same day. 
While I like the system of districting, believing that it is 
conducive to economy and permaneucy, yet I think that nine 
Square miles instead of twelve square miles shoald constitute & 
. district. 
A great many of our school buildings are wholly unsuited to 
: school purpose’, not comfortable, no black-boards, no apparatüs 
of any sort; bat there is an improvement in that respett just 
now. The people would build and furnish their houses much 
better if they felt assured of permanency in location. 
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PIKE COUNTY. 


JOHN 8. LAMKIN, SUPERINTENDENT, 


Narrative report upon topics propounded by Hon, J. R, 
Preston, State Superintendent of Education, by John S. Lam- 
kin, County Superintendent Pike County. 

1. Workings of the public schools in Pike county. 

Ans.—lhe system itself is a harmonious whok, bat it has 
its imperfecticus, like all new things, some of which I hope to 
point out hereinatter. 

2. Changes, if any, required in the school law to render it 
more effective in its operation: 

Áns.—Some changes would be beneficial. Section 15, amend 
by inserting *ligiits, tuel,” after the word “stationery.” Sec 
tion 16, “the salary is hereby fixed at-3 per cent. of the total 
school funds received annually by the county.” Which year 
should be the basis of this allotment? I respectfully suggest 
that the statute by its own terms be construed to mean the 

revious and not the current year. At the beginning of the 
scholastic year it is impossible for the supervisors or the Super- 
intendent to know what wilt be collected during the year 
They make their estimate, it is trae, but that is never realized; 
the collection is always over or under. They wish to pay their 
. Superintendent a reasonable compensation, but do not know 
on what to make the allowance, The Superintendent has to 
swear to his account, but he does not know what to base it on 
unless it is for each month—a twelfth of the previous year. If 
for the current year, must he consuls. the tax collector or . 
treasurer at the end of the month to find out the school fund 
received during that month ? This would be inconvenient, be- 
cause those officers are seldom accessible at the proper time, 
and also a large payment would have to be made for a few 
months, and for the balance of the time, nothing. At all 
events, the statute should be construed to define which year 
the income is based on, J. 

Institutes.—1 regard the Institutes as perhaps the most valu- 
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able auxiliaries under our law, in advancing the teaching 
interests, but the law iu its details is defective. Section 23 
should be substituted by one: providing that the County Su- 
perintendent shall hold semi-annually in his county a white anda 
eoloréd teachers’ Institute, ou different days, at the county sent 
orsome other eligible place to be designated by him, not longer 
than three weeks prior to the commencement of the school 
term that succeeds it, neither of which Institutes shall occupy 
fewer tuas three nor more than five days. These Iastitutes 
Shall be devoted to the improvement of teachers in their quali- 
fications and methods of teaching, and for the discussion of 
topics pertaining to the advancement of the public school inter- 
ests in the several counties.” ` 

Section 24 to be repealed, . 

Section 25. The word ‘‘monthily,” in 2d line, to be stricken 
out, and after the word “salary,” insert “for each such failure.” 

Section 26. Strike out "the County Superintendents shall 
hold the Institutes alternately in the districts.” 

Section 29 to remain intact. 

Section 30 to be substituted by a provision that “The Insti- 
tute fund shall be appropriated economically in procuring sta- 
tionery, fuel, lights and other things necessary at the time of 
holding the Institutea—-the fund arising from the examination 
fees of white teachers, to defraying the expenses of the white 
Institute, à: d that from the examination of colored teachers, to 
defraying the expenses of colored Institates, In ease the Su- 
perintendent is unable to hold the Institutes he may appoint a 
well qualified public school teacher to bold the Institutes in bis 
stead, who shull receive $2.00 per day for actual service, out of 
the Institute fund.” . 

Section 31. “The Superintendent shall keep a record of such 
Institutes, showing the teachers present and the proceedings of 
the same, on file in his office to refer to, before he issues his 
pav certificate to any teacher of his county." 

I have long felt the necessity for a change of some kind with 
regard to the times of lroiding Institutes, The above, method 
was suggested to me by President Featherston, of Kavenaugh 
College, and is warmly seconded by Prof. Jones, of this place, 
and other advanced educators ofthe county. Ina county, very 
large territory has necessarily to be traversed to reach the In- 
stitute ; many of the teachers are women, boarding & long dis- 
tance from home, without facilities for travel, and no traveling 
companion, and the consequence is that what is regarded as 
an impossibility to perform is often made the reason for non- 
attendance, and the Institutes are not very well attended, 
although the teachers are enthusiastic and desire very much to 
attend. After giving one Saturday in the month to collecting 
their warrants, they very much desire the relaxation of the 
others to attend to other things. On Institute days they come 
from their schools, arrive late, worn. out, and ask to be excused 
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eutly on account of the distance. They scarcely enter on:a. 
subject until it is time to leave, and of course the Institute falls 
far short of effecting ita purpose. It is thought that under the 
plan suggested more time can he devoted—day and night—to. 
the business on hand ; they can mature plane for the evening 
lesson, and also make of the, Iustitnte a sort of. educational, 
reunion that will-caase. the time to pass more agreeably and, 
profitably. There is not time in one day to discuss. the entire 
curriculum, nor to agree upon nor adopt anything. Another 
potent reason is that it scatters and lightens the duties of the 
Superintendent, many, of which are so clustered that it is im-. 
possible for. any one man to perform them all on time, For all 
these and other good and sufficient reasons, l would urgently 
request that some such change as the one suggested bu made. 

Section 27 should be substituted by one giving the teachers 
of contiguous schools half a day in vach session to interchangs 
ably visit the schools of each other, the Superintendent 
appointing the visiting teachers and sthouls; that they. be re, 
quired to perform the duties required of the Superintendent in ` 
said section, aud such otber duties as the State Superintendent 
may deem necessary, and to report, upon such form and mat 
ters as lie may prescrib s the resultof sugh visits to the County. 
Superintendent; but the duties performed on such visits, iu the 
nature of directions, &c,, shall be received by the teachers vis. 
ited as advisory aud not compulsory. ; 

The fact is, Superintendents have more duties to perform 
than time to perform them in—far more than they receive any 
adequate compensation for. Every day and hour of my time 
from year to year is diligently employed to wying to perform 
my official duty—no time left to supplement the salary by doing- 
anything else that is practicable. Tho result of my labovs is 
felt and appreciated by nearly all the teachers and many of the 
patrons, and yet I receive but little over $1,50 per day. Ithink- 
in justice the labors at least should be lightened, if they ean be 
without injury to the service. Teachers will generally be sharp 
but goorl-natured eritics of each. other, and the service would. 
not he injured by the provision suggested. 

Other changes will be suggested by the questions: 

3. “Public sentiment of your county concerning the system 
of public schools?” 

. There is some dissatisfaction, The most general is that the'' 
law should be so modified as that a specific amount should be 
set apart for each pupil, who should be permitted to use it for 
educational purposes when and where he (or parents) think 
proper. In this Ido not concur, We not unirequently hear 
the wish expressed to abolish the system, while there are not a’ 
few who oppose it because the negroes, who contribute but a 
nominal revenue, share equally the benefits. i : 

4, “Improvement, if any, in the qualifications and efficiency 

of the teachers," 2 ) e 
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; On this point I. can speak with much confidence, It ig a 
wonder tb mark the improvements in these. respects. Nearly 
all the teachers are diligent students, and. enthusiastic for the 
success of tlieir schools: They give me an able support-in 
every proposition jooking to the educational interests. J; keep 
before them the great necessity. fór afirm.but mild and mereifül 
discipline; and they not only have advanced their percent. and. 
grade, but are becoming fine instructors, . a, Be m 

, 5. The county school board defined the boundaries: of. the 
school distriets, by designating.the lines embracing the districts, 
and (generally) the place in the distries for the school-house. 
The lines were. changed in some cases af their secünd meeting, 
to meet the convenience of patrons, > -. T 

6. I have prepared two maps, one for tha white and one for. 
the dolored schools. © 5^ : TEC 

Not much change ismow necessary to increase the number 
of districts in order to give school facilities to all, asthe Schoal 
Board at their Jast.meeting reduced the size to the. statutory 
minimum of many districts, and. grauted intermediate schools, 
- & Hight schouls, (white)inclusive of the town, require more. 
than onn teacher, and five colored county schools, . 

‘9, A desk.—The office, though a: good one, has to he given 
up-to the grand jury. at court time, which is a great meonven: 
ience. The desk was built te my order, und is s marvel of çon- 
venience. ap 

10..* Effect of the present system of examinations" is. to 
make teachers more therough, although my own examinations 

were always conducted sinilarly--marked and graded, I 
enclose you a copy of questions on whieh I predicated one of 
my. former examinations, ] : 

1i. Institutes and visitation by the Superintendent are very 
great stimulants to teachers and pupils. I always require the 
teacher to esil up and conduct his classes in his usual way, 
and then make any necessary comments, and all the observa- 
tions required by the statute, I then examine the higher 
classes a little, and deliver an educational, moral and religious 
lecture to the children. ^ They never fail to grow enthusiastic 
over these. The teachers always thank me for them—the 
parents hearing of them sometimes do so, aud the pupils have 
even passed resolutions of thanks. The teachers tell me that 
the effect does not wear off during the school. 

- 12. Condition of school-houses.—No. frame buildings, No. log: 
houses, No. provided with desks, blackboards, ete. These ques- 
tions I cannobanswer very definitely vow. as I desire the benefit 
of all improvements. On my first visit, the condition generally 
was not encouraging, but E never failed to scold about it, and 
generally the effect was a new, commodious and comfortable 
building. I would say that to-day two-thirds of the houses are 
frame buildings ; many of them new; nearly all the white ones 
50; many of the colored, Desks of the right kind are stil a 
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sad deficiency. One house has just been completed with 
desks, ete., all right. Every school-house in the coufty, but 
three, is provided with blackboards. 

18. Yes, if it were made peremptory that the house should 
be located in the geographical center of the district. It would 
stimulate the pride and emulation of the patrons, and make the 
children more comfortable and have other good effects; equip 
ping sehool-houses should be included, ' ] A 

14. My enumeration shown in my :nnual report of 1887, 
amounting aggregate to 6693 (vide report) is very nearly cor- 
rect—nuader, if anything--being only two hundred more than 
last year, This is the teachers’ enumeration of the past year 
aggregated. I will have a still more accurate term report the 
present school year. 

15. To the first part of the question, decidedly, “no,” but 
think the summer term should open in May instead of June, 
May is a better month for children than September, and mor» 
time is given Superintendents to complete the vacation labors, 
The last part of the question, “tyes.” There are towns and 
populous neighborhoods where the change would be beneficial, 

16. Condition ot 16th sections in this county cannot be 
ascertained. Some years ago all were leased for ninety-nine 
years. Since that time the court-house and all records have 
been destroyed, and I cannot get at it. 

1T. None whatever. 

Works like a charm. Is advantageous in giving two schools 
to the best teachers; but it might be arranged that those who 
desired, could ran their school first two months of the session 
or last two months each session, or first and last two, but never 
giving the middle two. The two selected should be required 
to: be continuous and close at the termination of the months. 
This, I believe, would still give the teachers a chance, 

I have tried to make my answers complete, but have not 
time to re write. 


QUITMAN COUNTY. “fs 


T. M. HAMBLET, SUPERINTENDENT. 


In regard to the publie schools of Quitman county, would beg 
leave to submit the following narrative of the condition, etm, 
of the schools for the seholastic year ending September 31st, 
1887. In the first place I am truly glad to state that there has 
been a considerable more interest manifested by the patrons 
of my schools for the last year than any previous year I have 
been acting as County Superintendent of Education, I have 
endeavored to stir up this interest among the patrons first, and 
then there will be but little trouble in getting up an emulation 
among the childien to see who attends school more.regular 
and have the best lessons prepared. | 
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` Tn 1885 only about four hundred and eightyseven pupils 
attended the public schools of my county. This number 
included both races, For the year of 1886, there was something 
over 500, and for the year of 1887 the number was still greater, 
The School Board of Education, in Aagust, 1886, established 
twenty schools in the county—ten for whites and ten for 
eolored, Only eight of the whites were taught most of the four 
scholastic months, while bat four of the colored schools were 
not taught the fall term of four monti; ` 
The teachers tor both races were much better than hereto- 


fore,  Allof she white teachers but four held first grade license, 


and only two of the colored teachers held first grade license. 
I have endeavored to secure the best educators possible as 
teachers in my county. I paid the sum of two thousand ninety 
dollars and fifty cents to the teachers of my county, and all 
the warrants but a few, I am informed by the County Treasurer, 
have been paid off. The schools of my county would be much 
better in many respects if we could only secure better houses 
to teach in. In some places we are without a house suitable 
* to teach in, and for this reason it is impossible for the schools 
to be taught in bad weather, and the only change I think 
needed in our present schol iaw, is that the trustees should 
determine when their school should open. To say the schocl 
shali open at a certain time is equivelant to saying to & certain 
school district that they shall have no school at all. This is 
particularly so in the bottom, where children have to oross 
bayous or lakes in time of high water. The schools in my 
county will never he much better than they are until we can 
have better houses to teach in, and it is my aim to try and have 
a law passed by the next Legislature authorizing the board of 
supervisors of Quitman county tò appropriate, out of the general 
county fand, about $5,000 to build good school-houses in each 
school district in the county. After the first of March next 
there will be in our county treasury about nine thousand dol- 
lars of surplus vioney, and it would be bot just to spend the 
greater portion of it fn providing suitable houses, ete., for our 
RODODIS, > 

There are about 4,200 acres of Chicksaw school land in my 
county, not including the sixteenth sections. None of the 
Chickasaw school land has been leased for a term of years by me, 
nor has any of the sixteenth sections been sold by the board of 
supervisors for a term of years. 


RANKIN COUNTY. 


WM. REBER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Questions 1, 2 and 3,—On these three questions there is a 
diversity of opinions existing. Some say they like the old 
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school law hetter than the new, ix its workings; others say the 
new law is a decided improvement.on the old law, while others 
‘again say, let us go back to the old paths and abolish all puti- 
lie schools, The better opinion however, is, (which - I 
adopt), that the new schoo] huw 1s a decided improvement on 
the olu ia quite a number-of particulars, It is founded on a 
true basis, -but needs some amendment. In this communica-, 
tion I vaunot enter iuto particulars, but will proceed to answer 
the remaining questions, in orden "Ws IINE dE: 

: 4 ‘Qualification of teachers—A. detjded improvement in 
qualification, móre study, more thought, ete. "ONES 

& Defining boundaries: of school <distriets—-Ans.-~The 
Board located the subools, but did not define the boundaries, . 

6. No maps of districts made.—'The section, township and 
‘range of most of the schools furnish to make a eóunty scliopl 
map. Teachers and trustees are insrrügted to make local maps, 
4efining district boundaries by streams of water, township and 
section line, each school taking one-half the distance from other 
Schools where there-aré no. Greeks or natural boundaries, The 
districts are in process of completion. a 

7. Some new location ma: become necessity by increasing 
neighborhood, population, etc. : 

8. About 20. School ueads assistant teacher. A 

9. I have an office provided, not well furnished with places 
to pub away paper ob Bie . : r "E l 

10, Effect of the present system of examination—Aus.— 
Good, Causes teachers to review their text-books and study 

fer higher grades. - : . ‘ 

^. iL Institutes and visiting schools, *The effect would be 
good if carcied out fully. Too much travel and labor for Su- 
perintendent of Education for'his pay aud office business; where 
counties are lurge and schools far apart, it is often very difficult 
to accomplish the work, office business and outdoor work. No 

-axsistant allowed except ior -bolding Institutes; six institute 
districts——three white and three colared ;. district managers, C. 
B. Freeman, I. B. Errington, and Superintendent Education. 

12. Cundition ot jouses.—School-houses generally inferior 
buudings; school genérally held in log houses, church. build- 
ings and 4 tew ordinary frame buildings-—Braudon, Steens 
Creek, Fannin, Cato, Goshen Springs, and a few other excep- 

-tións to the general order of-school-houses ; patrons and trus- 
tees too neglectful of the comfort of sahool children, by not 
providing better schoul-houses. 

13. Appropriation of surplus school money alter running 
school four morths, etu-——Ans.—I do not think such appropri- 
ation advisable. It would be a source-of endless jealousy and 
contention between the different school districts, — Dissatisfac- 
tion would arise on avcount of greater or smaller appropriations 
made to differéntsehools, H' there should be sulficient surplus 

- fund, let another month be given to secure the schools, = 
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14. Fam not prepared to answer this question." The statis- 
tical information to be gotten up by enrolling all educable 
‘children has not yet beem carried dut. E on, 

15. Relative te allowing trustees to open school any time in 
the year, objectionable.—TI should not be in favor of allowing à 
change from the plan of running school together under the old 
system. Children were allowed to get more than their share of 
schooling by attending more schools than one, etc. ; tlie pres- 
ent plan of districting good. A- «ase might possibly arise 
where 9 square miles might form a district. - It is sometimes 
bettér to let well enough alone. _ : 

16. Conditiox of 16th Section, —I havé no’ correct, reliable 
information on the subject. E Mash sS 

17, Ans.—None. All warrants are vashed on presentation 
-of the warrants to the treasurér, . < 

18. I favor continuous sessions, 


SCOTT COUNTY. 


J, Hy GRUNDY, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I have,the honor to submit the following narrative report for 
Scott county, embodying the subject matter of the questions 
asked in the answers ¢ f h 

1. There has beet a decided improvement in the scholarship 
and executive ability of the teachers, and a correspondingly 
‘gratifying advatice in the progress of the pupils, since the 
enactment of the school law of 1886. > 

2. Change the law so as to give County Superintendents 
power to grant second assistants, in schools of more than 
seventy-five pupils in actual attendance. 

3. A large majority of the people of this couuty favor the 
present system of public schools. ‘ 

4. There has been a marked improvement in the qualifica- 
tions and efficiency of teachers. 

5. The boundaries of school districts correspond with those of 
Supervisors’ districts. 

. No maps have been prepared showing the sections em- 
cetus the districts, but will be, when the districts are les- 
gened, NE 

7 There is no necessity to increase the number of districts to 
give school facilities to all. ; l 

' 8. Only about eight county schools require more than one 
teacher. Iam furnished an office and desk in which to file and 
preserve the papers of my office. l ; 

10. The effect of the present system of examination is to stim- 
ulate the worthy and eliminate the unworthy. ` 

11. The institutes and visitations by Superintendents have a 
beneficial effect upon both teachers and pupils. There are three 
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nstitute districts ; managers, C. A. Huddleston, J. D. Davis 
and J. W. Preston. 

19. The sehoolhouses are generally miserable caricatures— 
mostly log, with but few frame, and only about halfa dozen 
provided with desks, blackboards, etc. : 

18. I do nof think it advisable to appropriate any part of the 
school tax to the building of scheol- houses. 

14. In’ my opinion, my enumeration, the basis of the Státe- 
distribution, is about correct. It isa little more than that made 
by the teachers. 

15. I would not approve a change in the law, allowing trus- 
tees to open schools at any time -during the year, but I would 
approve a change making 9 square miles the requirement of a 
district, provided it contained fifty educable children. 

16. Our revenue from 16th sections is only a few dollars rent, 
annually. 

17. Three months’ school warrants are sold at a discount. 


18. I favor continnous sessions.. : 


NEWTON COUNTY, 


J. S, SCOTT, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Below find questions concerning school interest answered: 

1. For the last year its workings have been more satisfactory 
than in previous years, so far ns I know. Itis a feature that 
we cannot well dispense with. Itisof great help to any com- 
munity where the people are properly informed and interested, 
because such communities use the free school as an aid in pay~ 
ing for 8 or 10 months’ school. In a number of our neighbor- 
hoods, however, the people rely entirely on the free school. 
Its tendency in such places is to kill any effort to build or to 
keep up a private school. It is a hard matter to get our people 
to maintain our schools 4 months. In some cases the schools 
are too large lor at least 2 or 21 months, for the size of our 
houses and the accommodations; where they are so crowded we 
find it impossible for the teachers to do justice by them. So 
far as the system ïs concerned, we find it generally approved. 
But the one thing that prohibits the free school from being a 
power in the land is the attendance. Theirregularity of pupils 
of eourse will destroy all interest in the school. I would be 
glad if some arrangement could be made to get the people to 
keep their children in school when they start. Its workings 
would be of far greater benefit if we could have every school-house 
provided with books sufficient. Whenever it becomes a fix- 
ture, that is, when the people become satisfied and look for 
no changes, good houses will be built, and greater iaterest will 
be taken in educatiob, and people will avail themselves of. what 
the free school offers, and willingly vote for 6 months ‘nstead 


SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 177 


offour. I¢ would be better, and I believe the people would 
support the schools better if the time was extended to 6 months. 

2. (1st change in the law.) Let the salary of Superinten- 
dents be fixed by the Legislature and not left to the Board of 
Supervisors. 

(3d.) I don’t approve of your system of paying teachers; too 
much discretion left to the Superintendent, and also it is not 
right to place that man who has followed teaching for a num- 
ber of years, making it his profession, and becoming proficient 
only by years of study, on a level, so faras salary is concerned, 
with perhaps one of his own pupils who, perhaps, may be qual- 
ified to stand the examination. I think some encouragement 
“ought to be offered to 'those who propose to make teaching a 
profession, and are rewarded with a diploma from the best in- 
stitutions of the country. Again, I think a very profitable 
change could be made by prorating the funds to the districts 
and allowing trustees to hire teachers and run the public 
schools just like they do their private schols, only” the law set- 
ting furth the time for them to vommence, The trustees, if 
they had the money, could hire a man to teach six months for 
what the Superintendent could for four. 

As the examinations are now, a great many not competent to 
teach willsmuggle through aud impose themselyes upon the 
Superintendent and communities, while a number of onr hon- 
orable and best teachers will not try the examinations, and if 
they do, some fail because they are too honest to swindle and 
beat their way over some unimportant event which they learned 
when they were children. -In the curriculum instead of Spell- 
ing, insert Algebra in first grade,-and grede the spelling of the 
papers, and also grade upon form and style and hand-write. 

have papers in my possession, where the answers to ques~ 
tions are good, but the form and style of the answers are hor- 
rible for a man that proposes to teach the young. Our teachers 
are more defective in method and system than anything else. 
.9. Our people in general are in favor of the free school 
system, 

4, Some improvement, but not agreat deal More among 
the colored than the whites. 

5. By section lines, $seotion and $ section. Sometimes by 
some naturaldivision, as a creek. 

6. I have. 

7. I think not. 

8. About 17 whites and 7 colored. 

9, I have a suitable desk, and I occupy the C. Clerk's office. 

10, Its effect is to fill our county with question books, teach- 
ers’ examiners, and to cram teachers with an imperfect knowl- 
edge of their textbooks, It fails to stimulate teachers in the 
true direction, but it does stimulate in the improvement of the 
Hon. Our people, as a general thing, don't like the system 

2- 
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ot examinations. Bat after all, hard examinations are prefer- 
able to any other so long as you stick to the text. i 

11. The effect of our Institutes has been a slight improve- 
ment on the part of teachers where they attend regularly. 
Where the Superintendent visits only once ít don't amount to 
but very little. If the sAlaries were sufficiant to allow them to 
make frequent visits and thereby note the progress of the 
schools, it would probably result in much good. d 

11. I had 3 white, L colored during the winter term; 2 
white and | colored during the summer. 

12. The school houses as a general thing are in bad repair, 

White—25, very well furnished with desks and black-boards. 
About 17 without desksand about 15 without boards. A great 
number are furnished with ordinary church seats, Five houses 
are well prepared to teach in. No apparatus of any kind is 
used at any of the selionls, except Deeatur and Union and Gen- 
terville; '3 or £ new houses are being built now, About 12 
have been built within the last two years. Have six log houses, 
38 frame. There are only about 15 fit to teach ih during the 
winter, 

Negro—11 frame and 11 log. Most of the colored houses 
have black~boards, but they are generally small. They have 
very poor desks, The ordinary church seat is all they have, 
and a great number of these are split logs, &c. ; 

13. Edo not, Ithink if the people knew the locations were - 
permanent, that with a little encouragement they would build 
good houses. 


15. I would not. Where it requires 20 educable children, I 
think9 square miles sufficient ; 12 is small enough in s well 
settled community. 

16. The 16th section funds are of little use tous. All the 
land sold except a very small amount —pays nothing to the 
schools, 

17. The last 2 months. 


18. Continuous sessions are what we need. We should gat 
as many months together as possible, 

I think there ought to be some provision to forse teachers to 
bring in their'registers and reports not later than 10 days after 
school «loses, i 

Teachers ought to pledge themselves to follow the profession 
so many years ir they desire full salary, Too many teach for 
mere convenienee and past-time—they have no interest ia build - 
ing up good schools. They don’t try to improve themselves in 
teaching, take no interest in the Institutes, &c, I think every 
child ought to get so much of school fund, if used within 
certain limits; if not it reverts back to the general fund. The 
age ought to be from 8 to 18. 

I think it best to pay by the average, say $2.00 per scholar 
for 1st class teachers. 
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The above is gleaned from my experience for the last two 


Fears. [L3 + 
The 14th question I cannot answer just now. 


SHARKEY COUNTY. 


JACKSON KIRKMAN, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I have the honor to return the following replies to questions 
contained in your late circular letter to County Superinten 
dents : - ' 

1. The workings of the Public School system, in Sharkey 
county, are not very gratifying to the interested observer, on 
account of-the ignorance of a great majority of school pa- 
trons and their want of appreciation of the importance of hav- 
ing good instructors for their children. The majority of the 
patrons (and teachers) seem to think that Public Schools were 
established to give employment, and pay to such of their needy 
friends as propose to teach, regardless of any special qualifica- 
cation for the business. p 

2. Some salutary changes might be made in our school law, 
but, in accordance with your iustractions, this paper must be 
forwarded by the next mail, and I will not undertake to point 
them out, without more mature deliberation than this will 
allow. 

8. Persons who deny the right of the State to compel one | 
citizen to pay for the education of another's children may still 
be found. in Sharkey, but there is little articulate objection— 
probably on account of the futility of opposition. 

4. There is marked improvement in the qualifications and 
efficiency of teachers, in individual cases, though but little gen- 
eral improvement has been made. 

5. The Coanty School Board defined school districts by des- 
ignating what sections and fractional sections should compose 
each particular district, 

6. I have prepared a sectional, and, in a measure, a topo- 
graphical map of my county, which shows school districts. 

7. Foor or five more schools are required in my county, to 
give convenient school facilities -to all, but it is not practicable 
to establish them now, in view of the scarcity of funds and 
teachers. ~ 

8. Fourteen of my schools will require assistant teachers; 

* the law entitling some of them to assistants, and two of them 
"to two assistants, and two ot them to three. 

9, Neither I nor any of my predecessors have ever been 
furnished with an office or desk. In my reports I have ealled 
the attention of the Board of Supervisors to the law requiring 
them fo provide such office and desk. E 

10. The effect of the present system of examinations has 
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been to convince the Superintendent that most of the appli- 
cants would rank low as pupils in such primary schools as he 
attended in his boyhood. It nas also aroused some teachers, 
more or lesz old in the profession, to a consciousness that they 
know nothing appreciable, and stimulated them to a late effort 
to acquite some knowledge at least, of the rudiments of the 
various branches commonly taught in Public Schools. ' ` 

11. The effect of Teachers’ Institutes, properly and‘regularly 
conducted by competent Superintendents, would undoubtedly 
improve our school service indefinitely. These cannot, how- ' 
ever, be systematically and properly conducted, in my county, 
during the winter term, when all, or nearly all the schools are 
in operation, by reason of bad roads and eomfortless places of 
meeting. I have but three Institute districts. I attach great 
importance to school visitations, and, if paid a salary that ren- 
dered me independent of other employment, would devote the 
greater part of my time to this duty. An ollicial visitation by 
a wide-awake, intelligent Superintendent stimulates pupils, 
teachers, trustees and patrons to renewed effort and interest, 
besides leading to the correction of abuses and foolish methods, 
and to beneficial suggestions. I do not expect any rapid im- 
provement in our public school system, until some way is de- 
vised of procuring tor the counties faithful, competent Super- 
intendents, largely increasing their powers and liberally paying 
them for devoting their time and attention exclusively to the 
service 

12, ‘The condition of school houses in this county is painful 
to consider. There are but three or four that are tolerably 
comfortable in hot or cold weather. The schools are generally 
taught in dilapidated churches, cotton houses and the like. 
With the exception of five or six, all are, I believe, provided 
with a blackboard, more or less rude and worthless. None of 
them have desks, maps, charts, globes, fraction spheres, or, in- 
deed, any kind of school apparatus. 

13. I certainly think it advisable to empower the County 
School Board, in Sharkey, to appropriate to building and furn- 
ishing school houses all of the school tax alone, what is re- 
quired to support the schools for four months. A law to this 
end should be passed as soon as the Legislature meets, and 
should take effect from’ its passage, in order that the county 
may secure its benefits the coming year. As T believe respec- 
table surroundings have a refining and civilizing tendency, I do: 
not think school houses can be made too elegant. Beautiful 
and imposing school houses, churches, court honses and other 
public buildings are generally regarded as the effects of civili 
zation, Iam inclined to place them among its causes. The 
vulgarian who swaggers and blusters around in his filthy village 
tavern wuld be awed into some decency of behavior by the 
splendors of the Fifth avenue parlors. So long as the rustic 
Mississippian spends his boyhood in puncheon-floor school. 
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houses, will he, in manhood, be tried for low and disgraceful 
deeds in dingy, deal-bench court houses. 

14. The enumeration given in my annual report was taken 
from teachers’ returns: I am sure it is more nearly correct fthan 
that reported by the county Assessor. 7 

15. L would certainly approve a law, leaving the matter of 
opening schools with local trustees, by and with the advice of 
the Superintendent. The conditions at the several schools are 
too .arious for a general regulation. I algo think 9 square 
miles sufficient for a school district, provided they contain 50 
educable children. 

16. But three 16th sections in this county yield any appreci- 
able revenue, and these but a fraction of what they should 
yield. The control of school lands should be taken from the 
Board of Supervisors—a kind of county legislature, irresponsi- 
ble and above the law, as it were—and placed in the hands of 
the County Superintendent, under sufficient boud and restric- 
tion. 1 

17. None. i 

18. My opinion is decidedly in favor of continuous sessions. 


SIMPSON COUNTY. 
T. R. GOWAN, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Dear Str:—I herewith enclose brief answers, to questions 
propounded in the hereto attached circular, ag follows: 

1. It has become the almost exclusive system of education in 
this county (not more than 3 or 4 private schools, and they of 
little note, and smaller attendance being kept up,) and the 
‘system works well, as far as we are financially able to run it. 

2. More money is needed, and Supervisors ought to be re- 
quired by law to place money enough in the treasury to run 
the schools 5 months at least. “Patrons and trustees ought to 
to be allowed to select the months during which they will run 
their school, 

3. With rare exceptions, the sentiment is favorable to the 
free school system. 

4. Under the new law, I think I am safe in saying teachers 
have improved at least 25 per cent., ifno more. : 

5. The board is. locating school districts. Simply defined the 
subdivision, section, township and range on which the school 
house is located. and placed the sites from 4 to 6 miles apart, 
embracing all educable children within the area nearest the 
school site, and not cut off by impassable obstructions. 

6. Have not prepared maps showing section, etc. Owing to 
the fact that it was thought many of the districts would have to 
be changed after the Ist year, (which was the case) and now 
for the 2d scholastic year, it is intended to make such maps. 
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7. Ido not think any merease will be necessary, beyond what 
might be done under the present law requiring 12 square miles 
in a district. 

8. Not more than seven, (mayhe less.) 

9. Ifurnish my office and desk; have never applied to Super- 
visors for either. : 

10. Eminently good. Some tew teachers, etc., complain; bat 
the majority are not averse to the system. dc us 

11. The Institute system is good and has a beneficial effect. 
Visiting the schools also has a beneficial effect. More visits . 
than one would be desirable and beneficial, but Superintendent's 
pay is too small in this county to even justity one visit. I would 
suggest that a better way would be to pay the Superintendent 
so much for each visit, not to exceed two during the term, and , 
require of him certain duties on each visit. Ihave four Insti- 
tute districts—three white and one colored. Could not have 
more on account of not having the required number ot teachers 
(ten) to each. ` . 

12. Houses in good condition—frame buildings 27, log houses 
12; all provided with desks and black boards, buv some of them 
very common. 

18. Ido not favor appropriating anything to building houses, 
efc. Patrons ought to do the building from their private 
resoure:s 

14, It is evidently not correct. There are more than 3,518 
educable children in this county. It seems to me that trustees 
and Saperiniendent could get upa more correct enumeration 
than assessors ‘The report of trustees, to be approved by 
Superintendent and County School Board. 

15. It think it would be best to allow trustees to open theit 
school at uny time during the year that would best suit their 
interest and conveniencé in withdrawing their children from 
daily labor to put them in school. I know it to be a tact that 
in August and September the schools run down to almost noth- 
ing, and some of them did not rum at all during the fourth 
summer month--and where they run into March ( winterterm), 
the attendance was small. There could be no «objection to 
reducing districts to nine square miles, where they number 
fifty educable children. 

16. The sixteenth sections of this county are practically 
yielding no income which isavailable, Some of them have beer 
sold; and the notes for the purebase money are now in the 
treasury, amounting to some $500, butit is doing those no good 
to whom it belongs. : 

17. This year I had enough to pay the first mouth and one 
halt of the secoud mouth—the balance of the second, third an 
fourth months will be paid out of the incoming revenue from 
poll tax, three mill levy, etc, It is likely most of these warrants 
were e ata discount of 95, down to 60 cents, according to 
month. ^ 
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18. There is no question but what continuons sessions yield 
more substantial benefits, but in an agricultural country, where 
the masses are poor, and require the services of their children, 
ac here, they will aot spare them for fóur months at any one 
time, as practivaliy demonstrated during this year. 

Institute managers: white, for 1886-7. Jas. McDonald, R. 
A. Whitfield, L, B. Loflin ; colored, J. N. Robinson. Have not 
yet appointed for 1887-8, 


SUNFLOWER COUNTY. 


CILAS S. M'KENZIE, SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. Workings of the public school system in your county. 

2, Change, if any, required in the school law to render it 
more effective in its operation. 

3. Public sentiment of your county concerning the system of 
public schools. : 

4. Improvement, if any, in the qualifications and efficiency of 
teachers. l 

5. How did your county school board define the boundaries 
of school districts? : ; 

6. Huve you prepared maps showing the sections embraced in 
such districts? 

7. Will it be necessary to increase the number of your school 
districts to give school facilities to ali? — 

8. How many of your-country schools will require more than 
one teacher ? a C 

9. Are you furnished an office and desk in which to preserve 
the papers of your office? 

10. Effect of the present system of examinations. 

11. Eitect of Institutes and visitation by Superintendent. 

12. Condition ot school houses—number of trame buildings; 
number, of log houses; number provided with desks, black- 
boards, ete. 

13. Do you think it advisable to empower the supervisors and 
County School Board to appropriate to building school-houses a 
portion, or all, of your school tax above what is required to sup- 
port the schools tor four months ? 

14. In your opinion, is your enumeration—the basis of the 
State distribution—correct?, How does it compare with that 
made by teachers? 

15. Would vou approve a change in the law allowing trustees 
to open sehools at any time during the year? Also, making , 
nine square miles the requirement for a district, provided it 
contained fifty edueable children ? 

16, Condition of your 16:h sections. 

17. How many months’ school warrants must be sold at a 
discount in your county? 
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18. Your opinion of continuous sessions. 

Answets to the questions above attached : 

l. Very good. ` | 

2. I would suggest that the law should be changed so as to 
allow the patrons and trustees to say when the schoois should 
open and close. ` , 

8. The white people of my county have, heretofore, been tak- 
ing but little interest in the publie schools, so that I hardly 
know what they do think of the present system. They are be- 
ginning vow to take interest in the schools, and I hope to be 
able to make a better showing iu my next annual report. 

4. There is considerable improvement as to the qualification. 
and efficiency of teachers. i 

5. Some of the school districts were laid off by sections, 
townships and ranges, and some of them by limiting them to a 
certain distance from a certain point. 

6. I have not. 

1. It will. 

8- Three or four. 

9. No. Our county has been in deht, and being compara- 
tively a new county, I have not demanded it. 

10. E think it very good except that the time for the examin- 
ation is too limited. 

Li. Good. I haye only two Institute Districts—one white 
and one colored. 3 

12. Condition of school houses bad, schools being taught in 
churches or cabins. : 

13. Ido. | 

.14. I do not. Teachers reports show s great many more 
educable children in the county than that upon which our dis- 
tribution is based. < l 

15. I would approve a change aathorizing trustees to open 
schools at any time during the year, but I think twelve square 
miles is a gaod requirement for a district. 

16. Our 16th sections are nearly all wild lands, so that we 
do not reap much benefit from them yet. They are beginning 
whe taken up now, however, and are becoming more valu: 
able, 

17. Perhaps half of the fourth months’ warrauts will have 
to be paid out of this years' school funds. 

18. I think that ought to be left with the trustees and pat- 
rons. 
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SMITH COUNTY. 
J. T. WATKINS, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Herewith I enclose you my narrative report, I answer as 
follows : H 
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1. The publie school system of this county is working moder- 
ately well—as well, at least, as could be expected under nearly 
entirely a new law. I think, if intelligently executed, the 
system will work well after the people get used to the new law, 

2. I don't think there are any changes necessary to be made 
in thelaw. I think the law is as good ns it can be got. There 
is no school Jaw that will suit everybody. 

3. Public sentiment in this county is somewhat averse to 
the system of public schools. By some it is looked upon as 
almost an unmitigated evil. They want the free schools abol- 
ished. But it is gradually growing into favor. 

4. The qualifications and efficiency of teachers of this county 
huve greatly improved during tbe last year, 

9. The county school boards defined the boundaries of dis- 
tricts by taking the names of educable children belonging to 
the districts, : 

T. It will not.be necessary t increase the number of school 
districts to give school facilities to all. ` 

8. About 10 schools will require more than one teacher. 

10. The present system df examinations has a good effect. 

11. The effect of teachers’ Institutes is not very good in this 
county. The teachers do not like to attend, and they always 
get upa-pood reason for not attending. Some of them say that 
ifa teacher does not know enough he ought to go to school. I 
think visitations by the Superintendent have a very good effect. 

12, There are about ten school-houses tbat are frame 
buildings, and about the same number prepared with desks. 
About one-halt of all the school houses in the county are pre- 
pared with blaekboards. . 

18, I don’t think it advisable to empower the board of su- 
pervisors to appropriate to building school-houses, I would be 
satisfied if they would make a levy sufficient to run the schools 
four months. 

15. I would not approve a law allowing the trustees to open. 
schools at any time of the year. 

16 There are about 1300 acres of the 16th section unsold. 

17. Some over one-half of the school warrants issued the last 
scholastic year are unpaid. Some sell their warrants, and some 
keep them. 

18. Iam in favor of continuous school sessions. 


TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY. 
J. L. M'CORKLE, SUPERINTENDENT. 


i. While'the public schools of our county have done much 
toward the education of children, it has by no means accom- 
plished what it might have done under different management. 

2. I can suggest none at present. The school law as it stands 
is good if properly exeented, 
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3. Public sentiment is divided. The greatest dissatisfaction 
is among thase who take least interest in its workings. 

4. The new mode of examination of teachers has brought 
about a spirit of investigation among them, and some improve- 
ment in qualification. 

5. By no definite rule. 

6. No maps have been prepared. 

1. In some parts of county, especially in valley country. 

8. Ten schools require assistants. 

9. Tam furnished with desk, ; 

11, I hava just commenced Institute work, and of course 
can give no definite answer. We have four districts. 

12 Houses are insufficient to accommodate pupils as should 
he. 

13. The fund in ourcounty would not allow it. 

14, If ony differ. nce, iv is not full enough. I think there 
are man) children in county never reported. 

15. I would favor establishing a district wherever fifty edu. 
eable children could be found. 

16. Most of the fund has become extinct. 

17. Two months, 

18. I favor continuous sessions.’ 


TATE COUNTY. 


J. F. DEAN, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I berewith submit my ‘narrative report” as requested by you. 
I shall simply answer your questions without repeating them. 

1. and 2. These questions will he answered in some of the 
questions foilowing. 

3. So re men who are rich in this world's goods, and poor 
in children, oppose public schools, using the old cry, “every 
man should educate his own children.” With this exception, 
our people are strong advocates of public schools. .There is 
some opposition to the school law, buta large majority of our 
people recognize its great improvement on the “old” law. 

4. There hes been a steady improvement in the qualifications 
and efficiency of the teachers of this county, tor several years, 
but that improvement has been more marked daring the last 
vwelve months, than ever belore The growing demand for 
good teachers, and a willingness on the part ot patrons to sup. 
plement the salaries of sueh, is showiug, beyond a doubt, that 
sleepy, dull and inefficient teachers will soon be banished from 
the school-room, and that live, energetic teachers—protessional 
teuchers—will be more in demand each year. Teachers now 
see that they must either study or retire. on "T 

5,6 and 7. The County School Board made more districts, 
than a strict construction of the law would warrant; hence, it 
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will be unnecessary to increase the number of school districts 
in this county. I have maps showing the ioeation of each 
school, and the school districts of the county; bat I do not 
think my predecessor in the Superintendent’s office, probibited 
pupils from attending schools outside their district. 

8. More than half the publie schools in the county require an 
assistant teacher ior pari of the session. The attendance in 
country schools var:es greatly, and more teachers are needed in 
January, February, July and August than at any other period 
of the session. ‘ 

9. Yes. 


10. Yearly examinations do much good; not only young 
teachers, but the most experienced and scholarly review their 
text books, and carefully prepare themselves for examination. 
Anything that makes teachers study has a wholesome effect 
"upon the schools. First-class teachers make first-class schools. 
The present system of examinations, is. in my opinion, the best 
that can be devised, even if it has some defects, although some 
people, who fail to secure postions for their impecunious rela- 
tives, who fail on examinations, are not very desperately in 
love with it. ; 

11. The Institutes have done much, both in the way of im- 
proving teachers and in interesting the public in the cause of 
education. I would suggest that iu addition to the Saturday 
Institutes, arrangements be made for an Institute for each race, 
to be held under the direction of the County Superintendent, 
or of some teacher appointed by him, and that each of these 
Institutes continue at least two weeks, and be held just before 
the September examinations. The effect of the visitation of 
the Superintendent upon the schools, depends entirely upon the 
Superintendent. The visitation of schools by a progressive, 
energetic and enthusiastic Superintendent, certainly accom~ 
plishes much good. The true teacher is stimulated to better 
work, the false teacher is shown up in such a way that he must 
do better or stop teaching. In thiscounty there are five Insti- 
stitute distiicts, three white, two colored. Thos. H. Porter, 
Arkabutla, Miss., is manager of first, white, district; H. A. 
Ingram, Senatobia, Miss., is manager of the second, and J. 5. 
Hudson, Independence, Miss, is manager of third district for 
whites. W. W. Jean, Senatobia, is manager of first district tor 
colored, and G. W. Jones, Cold Water. is manager of second 
district for colored teachers. 


12. One of the greatest obstacles to educational progress, is 
the wretched houses in which the children are compelled to 
attend school, Most of them are poorly construeted of cheap 
material, and very few have desks or black boards, Five com- 
fortable school-houses have been built within the last eighteen 
months, but there are not more than & dozen good school-liouses 
in the county, The houses used by the negroes are in a 
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wretched condition, and as the negroes are poorly clad, much 
suffering and sickness necessarily results, 

18. I do not think it practicable, or advisable to expend any 
of our seanty school fund in building school-houses; but no 
high degree of excellence will be attained in our schools till 
better school-houses are provided. This matter should receive 
the attention of our law-makers, and some plan be devised for 
securing suitable, or at least comfortable, school-houses. 

14. The enumeration of tbe children of this county is gener- 
ally believed to be incorrect, but a failure on the part of many 
teachers to report the number of educable children in their 
school distriets, renders it impossible for me to speak with 
accuracy upon this subject. - 

15. I would prefer making the change in the law, allowing 
trustees to open schools at any time during the year, the excep- 
tion, rather than the rule. I think all the schools should open 
at the same time, unless there are good reasons for not doing 
so. In that case the trustees, together with the County Super- 
intendent, should have the power to open schools at any time 
during the school year. I think the County School Board 
should have the power to create school districts, containing not 
less than nine square miles, whether these sections have more 
or less than fifty educable children. : 

16. We have no sixteenth sections for schools. 

77. No warrants are sold in this county. Teachers draw 
their full salaries In money, not in acript. 

18. I am.astrong believer in continuous sessions. Only in 
counties which have a publie school term of more than five 
months should the trustees be allowed to divide the term into a 
summer and winter term. 


TIPPAH COUNTY. 


CHAS. M. THURMOND, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Herewith I hand vou report for the scholastic year of 1886- 
'81, as far as I have heen able to make out from the data in my 
hands. It is notas full or as accurate as I would tike for it to 
have been, but it is the best I could get up, having but little to 
work upon, the papers of the office, and the reports especially, 
being out; however, I send it on with the expectation of hav- 
ing the next one better. I now will give you my report onthe 
circular letter sent out some time ago. 

1, The workings of the system, so far as I have been able to 
find out and judge, have been a very great improvement on the 
law as it stood in the code of 1880. l 

2. The only change I would suggest is that “impassible 
barriers” and “to great distance” be defined, and limited .in 
their scope. 
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3. Sentiment is changing in favor of the law, though there 
is some complaint that the 4 months have to be taught in one 
term. - 

4. The improvement in the teachers has been very gratifying 
indeed, and the standard has been raised. The examinations 
in September were much more satisfactory, and a great im- 
provement upon those of May. 

5. By sections and quarter section lines. 

6, Have not, as it is probable that some of them will be 
changed. 

7. Think not. E . j 

8. About 6. * ~ 

9.. Am not—use my own office; am furnished with a secretary 
or small desk, but itis not large enough to file the papers of 
the office in. J file the papers away in boxes. 

10. Excellent, Y think the September examinations were 
more appreciated than those in May. 

11. Can’t answer. 9 managers. 

19. Can't answer. ; 

18, Do not. 

14. Nearly so. The teachers were not required to make out 
the census, 

15. No, Would not favor reducing the number of square 
miles to less than 12 square miles. 

16, Am not prepared to answer. A large portion has been 
lost and wasted. | í 

17. About half. 

18. Continuous sessions are no doubt the best and more ad- 
vantageous to the children, thongh it does work a hardship 
upon some of those in the country. 

The workings of the schools in this county please all, with 
perhaps oue exception, and the trouble with that one is that he 
cannot run the Superintendent’s office and all the schools 
besides. 


TUNICA COUNTY. 


8. F. POWEL, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Ihave the honor to report to you as per your list of ques- 
tions as follows : 

1, That the public school system is not a success. It is 
almost impossible to get the parents to send their children to 
school; ninety-nine per cent, of the parents being colored and 
uneducated, they do not seem to realize the advantage of same. 

2. The law should be changed in this, Tunica, county so as 
_ to allow the School Board to establish school districts when 

there are less than twenty-three children residing in said dis- 
trict; the physical condition of the county and small population 
require same. 
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3. The present law is unpopular in this county. 

4, Can see no marked change in qualifications of my teachers. 

5. School districts are generally defined by the section lines, 
sometimes by natural boendaries, lakes or bayous, also giving 
the numbers of the sections ofland contained in such district, 

6. I have not prepared maps showingschool districts. 

7T. We have about as many districts as we can under the law. 
It works asa hardship on some of the children. As an ine 
stance, Bordeaux Island consists of five or six sections and 
fractional sections of land, and is in the Mississippl river, with 
twelve or fifteen children living on same. 

8. I have a large table with drawers in same in which I keep 
papers belonging to the office 

9. ‘Ewelve of the schools require more than one teacher. 

11. We have two Institute districts, one white and one col- 
ored. Mrs. J. C. Bowers is the manager for the white, and 
J. M, Hall of the colored. 

12. We have sixteen school houses (frame). Most of them 
are in bad repair. The balance of the schools are taught in 
churches or other buildings that do not belong to the cotnty. 
The most of the schools have desks and black-boards, but of a 
very primitive kind. 

14, So far as this county is concerne? the trustees should 
have the power to open schools at any time that they see fit. 
Nine square miles would do for a district, but 50 children are 
too many to require to-live in them, or there should be an ex- 
ception allowing 10 or 12 children to be enough when there is 
an impassable water or mud barrier. We have swamps here 
that von could not call water barriers, but they are impassable 
in wet weather, or where the distance is too great 

17. No warrants were sold at a discount last year, snd none 
will be, I do uot think, this year. : 

18. A continuous session does uot do well in thiscounty. If 
the schools commence in the month of November, most of the 
children are needed in the cotton pateh to pick cotton, If in 
June, the same reason stares you in tlie face—they have to hoe 
or work in the cotton pateh. 


nd 


UNION COUNTY. 


M. F. ROGERS, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Replying to interrogations sent out by you would say: 

I, The Public School system is working very well in our 
county. . 

2. Have no suggestions under this head. 

9, Public sentiment has been decidedly ngainst the system; it 
is undergoing a radical change however. 

4. There has been a marked change for the better in the qual- 
ifications of the teachers as a mass. . 


LET 
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, B. Our school board absolutely refused to set apart certain sec" 
tions to each school, or to define bounds. Held that the chil- 
dren had a right .o go anywhere they chose, so they did not go 
more than four months, 

ü. Have not. 

7. It will not. We already have too many schools. 

8. About fourteen. 

9. Yes > . 

10. The effect of the present system of examination is good. 
The only trouble seems to be to keep them from imparting in- 
formation to each other. i : 

11. The effect of “Institutes” is the best, I know of nothing 
more beneficial to the teachers than the “Institutes.” If you 
learn the teacher improved methods he will impart them to the 
students. 

12. The general condition of school houses is bad. The 
number of trame buildings is 61, The number of log houses is 
35, The number provided with desks 8. The number provided 
with blaekbonrds 13, 

13. Ide not. We have no surplus. We had a surplus of 
$1,200, that had accumulated in the past three years; but it 
- was applied to old outstanding indebtedness, 

14. My opinion is that the enumeration is 800 or 1,000 too 
small." The reports of teachers show nearly all of the educa- 
ble children ia s¢hool, which I know is untrue, di 

15. Isee no serious objections to allowing trustees to open 
schools whenever they choose. I think it would be well enough 
to make school districts three miles square, and make it obliga- 
tory on the school board to define boundaries. 

i E We have no sixteenth sections belonging to the school 
und. 

17. We pay on ist, 2nd and 3rd months warrants, and $ of 
the 4th. month’s, 

18. I am decidedly in favor of continuous sessions. 

With some few minor ehanges I think the sehool law good 
enough. The law aims at something, and that is more than thé 
old- law did. If its provisions are strictly carried out it can- 
not help but result in great good to the State. 


i 


WARREN COUNTY. 
W. F, MOINNIS, SUPERINTENDENT, 


1. Our sehools in the eounty are conducted for four months 
and they are generally doing good work, considering the ab- 
sence of buoks, desks, blackboards and other appliances usually 
found in schools. 

3. The members of the county school boards should be paid 
for their services, as are those of the Boards of Supervisors, out 
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of the general fand, and they should meet when called together 
by the presidents, at other times than that prescribed now by 
law; they should have control of the school bnildings belong- 
ing io the counties, and have power to levy a tax to keep’ thege 
houses in repair; this tax to be called “School House Tax," 
to repeal section 41 school law, and select the school sites— 
dispensing entirely with “Line Schools.” 

In answer to your fourth question I state that the teachers. 
are more efficient, improving to some extent, in their methods. 

5. The county school board Iccating areas around the schools 
established; each area estimated to contain not less than twelve 
square miles mound the colored schools, and more around the 
white schools. 

6. No maps have been prepared. 

7. *e have school districts enough. 

8. There are sixteen large colored svhools wherein the prin- 
cipals need assistants. tay 

6. I bave a good office, suitably arranged to transact my offi» 
cial business. 

10. Staggering: I think each County Superintendent should 
prepare the questiong and fix the days for the public examina- 
tions. 

11. The Institutes are good, though in my opinion they 
should Le held on other days than Saturdays. Don’t object to 
visitations. I had last term only three places where I could 
hold institutes satisfactorily, viz : two in Vicksburg and one at 
Oak Ridge. The managers were Messrs. R. W. Tapp and F. D. 
Welbur, of the white Institutes, and W. H. Reynolds, (colored) 
of the colored. 

12.. With few exceptions our school houses are in very bad 
condition, and are mostly negro churches—few have desks— 
all styles of architecture; but none log houses. l 

13. No, except as suggested in answer to question No. 2. I 
want all the money derived from al sources thrown into the 
teachers’ fund, so that thé children can have more than 4 
months tuition. 

14. The county’s enumeration of 1885 is nearly correct; those 
of the teachers last term, incomplete and unsatisfactory. 

15. No. I would nut. (2) Ihave no objection. 

16 Three leased. Interest from one, run four schools 2 
months each, beyond the regular term, 4 months. AJ the other 
16th sectioas were leased before the war. 

17. Those issued in the 3rd and 4th months, though very lit- 
tle. 

18. Decidedly in favor of continuous sessions and of the 
schools opening on Ist April each year. . By this change, after 
the Ist year the teachers could cash their warrants at date, - 

Tam also in favor of the County Superintendents holding 
office for four years, and of their appointment by the State 
Board being final and conclusive and without any confirmation 
by the Senate, On the whole T am pretty well satisfied, 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 


STEVENSON. ARCHER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Enclosed find statistical report to which are subjoined the 
following : 

1. The public school system is developing a greater interest 
in education, and working more and more smoothly from year 
to year, 

2. As little change as practicable is desired. As it now 
exists to apply the 20 children clause rigidly will practically 
shut off nine tenths of the whites who are sparsely settled and 
yet bear brunt of taxation. 

8. Public schools with no prejudice for or against any spec- 
ial system are in general favor. 

4. Under the rigid examinations we are able to notice a 
marked improvement in qualification of the teachers. 

5. Boundaries not defined with any accuracy. Schools were 
apportioned to each supervisors district according to respective 
population and sites of schools designated so as nearly as pos- 
-sible to comply with the letter of the law. j 

6. No maps prepared to show. 

1. Some increase necessary. 

8. Ten. * 

9. Have an office at court house with desk and paper case. 

10, The present system has spurred to greater effort. 

11, Institutes seem to beget & healthy stimulus and much 
interest manifested in them. All parts of the county being 
bound together by rail, “have established two Institutes, one 
for whites and one for colored, at Greenville, The colored is 
divided into four sections. By this means I ean attend all of 
them, besides being more convenient to teachers. 

12. School-houses in bad repair; all frame ; all have black- 
boards and benches, 

13. As far as this county is concerned it would be impolitic 

to use the money other than for school purposes. 
‘ 14. Owing to rapid emigration our county enumeration falls 
short of the fact, The teachers’ enumeration was confined in 
main to actually enrolled scholars. 

15. I would not recommend any change in the law here ex- 
cept to allow the merging the two terms into one to suit the 
sections. : 

16, Such as were not long ago sold are being brought into 
cultivation and rented. 

17. None. 

18. Itis the one way to get the full benefit of the four 
months taught. 

Let me urge as little tampering with the school law as possi- 
ble by Legislature. It was a little steep in grade at first, but 
we are getting used to it now and another change would be 
discouraging, 

13-E "EN 
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WEBSTER COUNTY. 


4j. E. CLARKE, SUPERINTENDENT, 


I beg leave to make the following narrative report of the 
schools of Webster county : 

1. The public school system is working well in this county. 

2. To make it more effective I think the free term should 
begin in December, and every school in the county. commenve 
at that time and all close on the same day. ip 

3. The publie sentiment of the more intellgent elass is in 
favor of the continuance of the same. 

4. Grand improvement. They are at work to improve them- 
selves and the examinations push them up. 

5. We did net define the boundaries, but located according 
to neighborhoods. ; 

6. I have not. 

T. No. 

8. About 20. 

. 9. Ihave. 

10. Good. I think it a grand success and am well pleased 
with it. 

11. Institntes are good; (b) alsothe visitation of schools; 
(e) G. C. Halbrook, W. J. Taylor. 

12. Nearly all our school buildings are bad and not furnished 
with black-boards, desks, etc., as they should be. 

18. No, We have no surplus. 

14. About the same. 

15. (a) No. (b) I would favor nine square miles. 

16. We only have about $98 on this fund; the other has all 
been squandercd. 

17. Nearly all. 

18. Iam of the opinion thatit is best to have continuous 
sessions. . 

Additional—I would approve the Legislature passing an act 
fixing the pay of County Superintendents instead of having it 
fixed by the board ot supervisors, for the board frequently has 
men on it who have no educational qualifications wt atever and 
do not know what such services are worth. 


WAYNE COUNTY. 


TRUMAN GRAY, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I herewith submit my narrative report for the year ending 
September 30, 1887. 

1. The public school system works very well. 

2. I have no suggestions to make concerning changes... 

3. There is sentiment for and against it. 
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4. There has been improvements in teacher; in some cases 
it is marked. > 

5. By locating in communities sufficiently far apart to cover 
12 square miles, without conflicting with other districts. 

6. Have not. 

7. It will be necessary to increase the number of districts. 

8. Six. 

9. Have desk and office, kept in sheriff’s office. 

10. "Effect is to eliminate the incompetent and secure better 
teachers, ; 

41, To stimulate teachers to study and better work, Have 
two Institutes. Managers, J, P. Seabrook, J. T. Lippincott. 

12. Ordinary ; number frame buildings, 10; log houses, 30; 
provided with desks, &oc., 6. : 

13. I do not think it advisable. 

14. I think enumeration, the basis of State distribution, too 
small. 

15. I think it, under the present law, unadvisable. No ob- 
jections to making nine square miles a district, on conditions: 
named. 

16. This money is loaved, interest paid annually and applied 
to teachers’ salary in 16th section schools. The schools and 
funa ane managed by trustees. 

17. Our warrants are not discounted, ! 

18. I believe the interest of our schools calls for continuous 
sessions, 


WILKINSON COUNTY. 


THOMAS W. BROWN, SUPERINTENDENT, 


The public school system in Wilkinson county, in some re- 
*Speets, is gaining favor. Tt isthe sole dependence of a vast 
majority of our people;for education. The higher value placed 
upon examination of teachers, made a scarcity of available 
teachers; consequently about twenty of the schools were va- 
eant, The appreciation of the cause of this fact was some 
compensation in the minds of the patrons nf schools for the 
fact itself, This fact also gave us an opportunity to overtake s 
deficit in the school funds, growing out of the delay in collect- 
ing taxes. While the fund has always been on hand at the end 
of the year, teachers were obliged to have money before that 
time, and consequently warrants went on the market. Our 
fourth month warrants for summer term sold at 95 cents. This 
is a great improvement, and will itself be improved next year. 
There will be a surplus in January, before the January distri- 
bution, The school assessment this year is five mills, Though 
the whole number of schools will take more money next year, 
we hope to be able to bring warrants up to par value. The 
teachers hitherto have been the victims of speculators, 
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2, Ifthe law could be made to give large tax-payers, isolated 
by their broad avres from white neighbors, a pro rafa of school 
funds, the taxes would be more cheerfully paid. If the census 
could, be taken from the hands of the teachers and placed only 
in the hands of the assessors, the object would be accomplished. 
Many of our teachers are young ladies who are quite inefficient 
as census-takers. Let the census be strictly taken every -two 
years, of educable children, by the assessors. Our eepsus was 
taken in 1889. i 

3. There has been considerable prejudice against the system 
by the larger tax-payers and a certain class of religionists. As 
stated above, there is improvement and more confidence. 

4, The average qualification of teachers licensed is decidedly 
improved. After schools opened a number of schools were 
increased so much that we had to admit teachers of inferior 
qualifications as assistants, who could not stand the examina- 
tion and therefore were not graded. This, to prevent abso- 
lutely throwing away the work of principals, The seareity of 
teachers has quickened the apprehensions of trustees and 
patrons, and they will look ahead for providing teachers. 

5. The County School Board, on aceount of the varied topo- 
graphy of the county, did not think ít best to distinetly mark 
out and define the districts. It seemed an impossibility. 

6. Consequently there are no maps possible. 

7. Not unless the law is made to allow isolated white families 
who can not muster twenty children, or forty five, a part of 
school fund. 

8. Fifteen colored and one white. 

9. Office and desk furnished. 

10. Some complaints are made and carpings heard, but the 
teachers are greatly stimulated to become more thorough. I 
think the complaints are groundless and the questions good, and 

' am & little sorry to see a modification indicated toward a simpler 
character in the questious. The making of the number of ques- 
tions less, and the time of examination od is a good idea. 

11. The institutes have good effect on the colored teachers, . 
but the whites generally are so far scattered that they prefer a 
fine to the journey. The principle is good, and the institute 
will become more popular on acquaintance. The visit of the 
Superintendent have been of vast benefit. The thought that he 

; Dre in any time, keeps teachers and pupils more iuter- 
ested. ` 

12. Our houses are generally furnished by the patrons—about 

. half of them log houses, many of them churches, and most of 
them shockingly destitute of proper furniture in the way of 
desks for penmauship, black-boards, maps, etc. In my visits 
and through the press, I have been stirring up the minds of the 
people and think good is accomplished already. No one hag 

: ever stirred them before, on the subject. They are waking up, 
consequently, in answer to. 
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18. I think we had better wait and see the effects of stimulus 
rendered by visiting schools before any funds shall be appropri- 
ated from tle treasury, which are not necessary for the four 


months. 


14. The vacant schools and the inefficient census-takers found 
in our teachers, renders a comparison, as yet, impossible—re- 
turns not allis. J think there are a good many more children 
than my, or the assessor's enumeration. ‘ 

15. No, let the law remain; nearly everybody would want it 
to begin in one of the spring months. This would crowd Super- 
intendent’s visits into one term and render them less certain and 
efficient. Besides, ii would destroy uniformity of date in our 
pay certificates and reports. The winter term to begin in 
November, and summer in June, is a good enough arrangement. 
Private schools run all winter, and some nearly all summer. 

dus negroes prefer the summer to all other seasons, for 
sehool. 

1 see no objection to the nine-square mile suggestion. It 
would make the law more elastic in one direction. But I think 


` fifty children too many to require for a district if twelve square 


„miles are adhere: to. . 


16. Our 18th sections have been lying undisturbed, and the 
funds which once accrued are supposed to have been lost by the 
financial crash during '*the war." Funds were not sufficiently 
secured, and when the ninety-nine years are out, wa will ‘see 
about it.” 

17. About two-and-a-half months’ warrants were discounted 
this year. We hope not more than one next year, The first 
month of winter term, however, will not be paid until January 
next 
Congratulating the State on what I think.is the best school 
law she has ever had, I. respectfully submit the above remarks. 


* 


WINSTON COUNTY. 


N. J. FOX, SUPERINTENDENT. 


I failed to get anything in the Treasurer's monthly settle- 
ment that I thought vould be of any service, As to money, 
there was none. He has to make full report at the end of the 
year. Itmakes an awkward joint to commence the scholastic 
and the financial year at different times. 

Some of your questions I ean answer, some of them I can't. 

1. I believe they are becoming more satisfactory as the peo 
ple become more familiar with them. - 

_ 3. See answer to 15. 

3. See answer to 1. 

4. I thiuk an improvement is observable, 

5. In some cases by section lines, in some by neighborhoods. 
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6. Maps for some, but not all. 

1. We thought it necessary to do that. 

8. Not more than 4 or 5 whites—more colored. 

9, Tam. 22 

10. To make some teachers more thorough, and to exclude 
some of the best. 

11. To stimulate interest on subject of education., The 
teachers in this city chose to meet all at one place, 

19. Some frame and some log, but I cannot now say how 
many of each. l 

13. This county is silent on that subject. 

14." The fullest number that I have been able to get up is 
4,057,T but persons who seem to understand what they are talk- 
ing about, say that is short by 1,000 or 1,100. Our teachers’ 
reports are not at all to be relied on. 

15. This seems iv suit farming communities best. They 
know best what suits them. As to the nine square miles I 
doubt some places. 

16. A few townships have a little—none much. 

17. The third and fourth Some of the second. 

18. In my opinion, continuous sessions are best for those 
who can attend them, but farmers’ boys can’t make four months ' 
between work times, particularly in the summer. E 

I have thought of suggestions that have oeeurred to me in 
the course of business, but they do not recur to my memory 
now. 


T This number is of several yeurs’ standing. 


YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 


W. T. WYNN, SUPERINTENDENT. 


In compliance witu your special circular requesting n narra. 
tive report on certain points of the new school law, I herewith 
submit the following: 

1. Workings of the public school law in my county? 

It bas worked decidedly for the better in every respect. 

2. Changes, if any, required in the sehool law to render it 
more effective in its operation ? , 

I know of none, unless some compulsion for attendance, and 
some uniformity in text books could be had, 

3. Publie sentiment concerning the system of publiesvhools? 

At the first enforcement of the system there was consider- - 
able kicking, owing to the ignorance of its workings, but at 
present, there is general satisfaction, so far as I have been able 
to learn. Of course there will be some who have been disnp- 
pointed in obtaining license, and some patrons who have failed 
to get their choice of teachers, that will grumble for~awhile, 
but even that wears away. 


LI 
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4, Improvement in the qualifications and efficiency in 
teachers ? 

The improvement has heen -wonderful, both as to learning 
and exeentive ability. My teachers are at least fifty per cent. 
aliead, in both respects, of what they were two years ago, and 
they get through with their examinations much quicker, éasier 
and better, and all are highly pleased with the workings of the 
law. except that they object to being examined every year. 
They think that the license should be g: od for 2 longer time. 

5. How did the School Board define the boundaries of school 
districts ? 

By section lines, 

6. Have you prepared maps showing the sections embraced 
in such districts ? 

I have not as yet, but they are being prepared. 

7, Will it be necessary to increase districts to benefit all ? 

It will not. 

8. How many of your country schools will require more than 
one teacher ? 

.About 10 or 15. 

9. Are you furnished with office and desk ? 

No, but suppose that £ will be. 

10. Effect of the present system of examinations. 

Good. Tt makes the teachers study and prepare themselves, 
and keeps all off who do not expect to make teaching a profes- 

* gion. 
11. Effect of Institutes and visitation by Superintendents. 
“How many districts have you and names of managers ? 

Institute meetings are very improving and beneficial as well 
as social and interesting. I had two districts last year, one at 
this place and one at Water Valley ; R. F. Preston at Water 
Valley and J. B. Clayton at this place. I will have three this 
year. I will have one at Oakland under Prof G. E. Critz, 
T have conducted all of the colored Institute meetings myself. 
The visitation of the Superintendent, I think, is the most pow- 

- erful stimulant and works up great interest both in the teachers 
and pupils, I neverlet them know when Lam coming, and in 
this way I keep them all the time stimulated, 

13. Condition of school-houses, etc. 

The condition 1s wretched, but owing to my lectures, entreat- 
ies, and sometimes threats, there is considerable interest being 
manifested and considerable improvement going on, It takes 
time to make a succesful revolution. We have no frame 
school-houses except in the towns and but few log houses, 
churches, nine times in ten, being used for teaching. None, 
save in the towns, are provided with desks, but nearly all have 
very good black-boards, 


18. Do you think it advisable to empower boards of super- 
visors to appropriate a part of the money for school-houses, etc? 
I do in counties where they have a surplus of money, but in 
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this county where valuation of property is so low and so many. 
children to educate there is never any money left,and a high 
tax always necessary to run the school four months, And 
while on this point I wight throw out a suggestion to you that 
you might see a chance to use, which is this: The unequal 
appraisement of property in this county, and many others in 
the State, is one cause, and the main cause of dissatisfaction 
with the State government, and the reason of high school levis - 
and the shortage of funds. In our county the property valus« 
tion has decreased one hundred thousand dollars since the last 
assessment, and the increase of educable children twenty-five 
per cent. -So you see it is only a question of time when we 
will be bankrupted and have no schools, butif the Legislature 
will take this under due advisement and establish a system by 
which the just valuation could be had, we would have good 
schools for longer periods and with less taxation. 

14. In your opinion, is your enumeration, the basis of the 
State distribution, etc. 

I think not; itis lessthan my teachers, though I do not 
think they are correct, but I will bave them to be more partic- 
ular. 

15. Would you approve a law allowing trustees to open 
schoois at any time during the year? Also making nine square 
miles the district ? j 

I think it would give more general satisfacticn to the people 
to allow the trustees such privilege, but I doubt the wisdom. I 
see no objection to the mine miles law. 

16. Condition of your 16th sections. 

All sold and squandered before the war. 

17. How many months’ warrants have to be sold ata dis- 
count ? j 
^ Two and one-half. 

18. Your opinion of continuong sessions, . 

I think it the only salvation ot the public schools. I know 
there are many who object to it on account of working their 
ehildren, but the money is appropriated for tbe benefit of the 
child and not the parent, and every educator knows that to go 
awhile and then stop awhile is equivalent to not going at all; 
even irregular attendance works a great drawback to the pupil 
and a certain barrier to thorough training. The law is so 
arranged now that but little inconvenience or loss of work is 
necessary, for four months can be had either in the winter or 
summer term with little loss of time. 


YAZOO COUNTY. 
A. M. HICKS, SUPERINTENDENT. 


l have the honor, in compliance with your request, to-submit 
the following answers to your interrogatories: 
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1. "The publie school system, in its operations in this county, 
has met with decided sucacas. ‘The schools are in a more pros 
perous condition than at any:time since the establishment of 
the present system. The daily average attendanve of pupils 
was, during the last scholastic year, six hundred and twelve 
more than in any former year, The present law, though much 
disapproved of by some at the outset, grows more inta favor as 
it becomes better understood, and already the privileges and 
blessings of publie education are beginning to be appreciated 
by a majority of the citizens of this county. Wise legislation, 
a sufficient means and judicious management, can hardly fail to 
make the system a perfect success, 

2. The law should bie so amended as to require each school 
district to provide its own school buildings, furniture, ete., and 
to keep the same in repair, and to this end, upon a petition of 
à majority of the patrons of any schoo: district that the Board 
of Supervisors be required to collect a tax from said district 
sufficient to erect or repair school buildings. A great many 
of the districts have already erected school-houses at their own 
expense, and it would be unjust to tax them to assist in build- 
ing houses for other districts. It is also almost impossible to 
have houses erected by private subscription, for generally there 
are only a very few that are willing to suliscribe, and the whole 
* burden falis on a few. That the law be changed so as allow a 

supplementary examination on tlie fourth Monday in October, 

for those who were necessarily absent in September, and that 
the fee for such examination be one dollar for each applicant, 

3 Answered above. See question Ist. 

4, Great improvement in the qualifications and efficiency of 
teachers. . 

§ The school districts are so defined that the boundary lines 
of any district in any direction are half-way between the schoo 
of the given district and the surrounding schools. 

- 6, Have not yet had maps prepared. 

7. Yes, 

8. Fifteen, 

9. Yes. 

: 10. The system of examination is beneficial. It compels 
those who desire to teach to do something toward self improve- 
ment. Physiology and natural philosophy should be dropped, 
as too much time is frequently devoted to these studies to the 
exolusion of more important ones, 

11. The visitation by the Superintendent has been of decided 
benefit. In my tour among the schools, i was received most 

. cordially. In many instances the patrons met me in the school- 
room, and by their presence manifested their appreciation ot 
the teacher's fidelity and the pupil’s advancement, Have three 
Institute Districts. Managers ure Professors J. H. Leckey, J. 
W. Chambers and E. B. Pearce. 


12. A good. many are in s bad condition. Out of the one 


* 
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hundred and twenty houses, seventy-five are frame buildings, 

and forty five log. Eighty have desks, black-boards, ete, 
18: Ido not. See my answer to second question. 

. 14. Et is noteorrect. The teachers enumeration was very 
imperfect. I think it will be much better this year, in conse- 
quence of your cbange in the form of blank reports, compelling 
the teachers to make a Term Report, including the enumeration 
of children in their respective districts not attendirig school. 

15, I would: not. i 

16. Total number acres schovl laud in this county, 18/690. 
Total number of sixteenth sections, 3l. Entire sections lying 
wholly in the county.27. Part sections lying partly inthe county, 
4. By the Act of the Legislature of- Mississippi of February 
27th, 1883, certain sureties, elected by the resident heads of 
families in each township, were authorized to lease the sixteenth 
section lands of the township, at auction, to the highest bidder, 
for ninety-nine years. Under an Actof Congress passed May 
19th, 1852, the Legislature of the State was authorized to sell 
and convey, in fee simple, or lease for a term of years, all the 
lands appropriated by Congress for the use of schools, upon the 
consent of a majority of the inhabitants of such township. The 
proceeds arising from such sale or leases were to be invested 
under the direction of the Legislature, and appropiated for the 
use of schools withm such township. -The Act also ratified the 
sule made before the law went into effect. By the authority of 
these Acts sixteen entire sections, and part of three sections— 
containing 11,860 acres—were leased for ninety-nine years, 
and the proceeds arising from said leases loaned out, with ten 
per cent, interest to what was supposed responsible parties. 

Under the provisions of section 2055, Revised Code of 1871, 
the management of collecting claims due the State, on avcount 
of sixteen section lands and funds, was placed in the hands of 
the County Superintendent and Board of School Directors, and 
claims for lease and loans, including the interest thereon,- 
amounting in this county, to the large sum of $86,568.96, came 
into the possession of these officers. Owing to the insolvency 
of the debtors, only $12,800 of the claims were collected. This 
sum, with the accumulated interest, amounting to $16,000, 
was lost by robbery of the County Treasurer in 1876. And 
this large gum ($86,568.96) is a permanent loss At this time 
there are only six sections, or parts of sections—containing 
2190 acres—under the control of trustees and leased from 
year to year, or for a term of years. The remaining nine 
sections or parts of sections—containing 11,860] acres—are 
under no control, being mostly wild lands. I respectfully sug. 
gest that some suitable person be appointed in each county, 
to investigate the condition of these lands-—by what authority 
they are held, how occupied, their value, and how they ean 
best be used fo increase the school fund. 

17. None. v 
18. I am decidedly in favor of continuous sessions. 


"oiu 


-5 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 


Adams .. .....«4J, W. Henderson .. ... Natchez. 


Amite......,.....00R. Galtney........., Liberty. 
Attala............d. S, Smith... ........., Kosciusko, 
Benton .,..... ^L. E, Lipford..........Ashland. 
Bolivar... 0.5.4. Fred Clarke ........... Rosedale 
Calhoun.... ...... T. P. Gibbs............ , Pittsboro. 


Carroll.,., ...... Perey R. Somerville... . Carrollton, 
Chickasaw..., ....O. C. Boss.. ... ...,...Okolona. 


Choctaw.,.... .. J. D. Perkins ..... .. Ohester, 
Claiborne..,. .....Wm. H. Ker .. .......Port Gibson. 
Clarke...... 2 1a Alex, Trotter,...... .. Quitman. 


Clay.........-....John A. Stevens. ......West Point. 
Coahoma .........W. W. Lee ............ Clarksdale, 
Copiah. =.........D. S. .Burch.......,... Hazlehurst. 

- Oovington......... T. A. Gibson... ......Williamsburg. 
DeSoto.,., ....... Wm. H, Johnston .....Hernando, 
Franklin,.........A.d. Everett,......... Meadville. 
Greene..,. ........W. W. Thompson.... .. Leakesville. 
Grenada.... .......R. Horton.... ........ Grenada. 
Hancock,... ......J9. S, Otis ........... .Logtown, 
Harrison........ ..O. D. Lancaster...;.... Biloxi, 
Hinds.... ... ....0. B. North..., ....... Raymond. 
Holmes.,.. .. .....G. T. Hamilton .......Lexington. 
Issaquena..........J. E. Yerger......... ... Mayersville. 
Itawamba..........G. W. Bennett, ....... Fulton. 
Jaekson.... ..... .H. I, Howze. .. .....Moss Point, 
Jasper.... ........À. N. W. Smith.... ...Heidelberg. 
Jefferson..........J. D. S. Davenport... . . Fayette. 
Jones.......-..+..H. © Smith.... ....... Ellisville, 
Kemper...........J KH. Cnurrie..... ..... . DeKalb, 
Lafayette.... ......P. A. Rnsh.... ........ Oxford. 
Lauderdale........M. H. Whitaker...... . . Meridian. 
Lawrence..........W. F. McInnis ........ Monticello. 
Leake.... ........J. C. Triplett.........,Carthage. 
Lee........,..... . W. E. Pegues,......... .. Tupelo. 
Leflore..... s.a as u As McC. Kimbrough... .. Greenwood. 
Lincoln..,........J. M. Grafton.....,.., Brookhaven: 
Lowndes .........W, L. Lipscomb. ......Columbus, 
Madison,..........W. J. Mhoon.......... Canton. 


204 SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION ' 


Marion......,.....H. A. Barnes . .......Columbia. 


Neshoba... .......R. M. Evans. ......... Philadelphia. 


Newton. ...... ... Eugene Carlton. ....... Decatur, 
Noxubee .......4..E. A. Pace.?.......... Macon. 
Oktibbeba.........L. A, Fort............ Starkville. 
Panola.... ..... ..J. A. Rainwater «..... .. Sardis. 
Petty. ox rss ..J. M. Smith. ... ..... Hattiesburg.- 
Pike. oven cas S. A. Matthews........ Summit, 


Pontotoc... .......À, A. Newell ..,.. ...Pontotoc. 
Prentiss. ....: ...C. R. Lacey ... ..... Booneville. 
Quitman... ......,F. M. Hamblet. ....... Belen. 
Rankin... ....... Wm. Reber ........... Brandon. 
Scott ...........-.8, H. Kirkland... .... .. Forest. 
Sharkey...... ... J. Kirkman.,........ . Rolling Fork, 
Simpson......... T. R. Gowan. ......... Westville. 
Smith. ... ... ...T. J. Watkins. ........Raleigh. 
Sunflower. ... ...E. C. Orrick’... ..... Indianola, 
Tallahatehie. ... .J. L McCorkle .. ....Charleston. 
Tate ......:.. .. J.B. Dean... ... ....,Senatobia. 
Tippah.. .....-Chas. M. Thurmoend... . Ripley. 
Tishomingo .. J. W. Jourdan... ... . . Duka. 

Tunica ... ... ...Z. T. White, . ...... Austin. 
Union. ... .......M. F. Rogers ........ ..New Albany: 
Warren: dv 445.5% H. T. Moore .... .... Vicksburg. 
Washington. .... S. Archer.. ............ Greenville. 
Wayne . . ... ...Trumsn Gray ...:..... Waynesboro. 
Webster. . .. .. J. E. Clark... ... ......Walthall. 
Wilkinson. ....... T. D. Brown ....... .Woodviile. 
Winston..... ..... A. H. Foster . ,..... Louisville. 
Yalobusha. . ...W. T. Wynn. ... .. .,Coffeeville. 
Yazoo. ... ....... A. M. Hicks ......... Yazoo City. 
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